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Historical Note

John Albert Majors began selling medical books as a way to help him pay for medical school. Upon
graduation from the University of Nashville in 1902, he decided he would rather sell medical books than
to practice medicine. On January 1, 1909, the first J.A. Majors Company office opened at 1301 Tulane
Avenue in New Orleans, Louisiana. Over the years, the company grew to have offices in Dallas, Atlanta,



Houston, and California. The company focused on selling books and managing journal subscriptions for

libraries all over the country and also maintained bookstores where books, models and other medical

student items were sold. Dr. Majors’ sons John, Jr. and Bill, along with son-in-law Jack McClendon

joined the company after returning from WWII and in 1978, grandsons JA Majors lll and Al McClendon

joined as well. January 2009 marked the 100th Anniversary of J.A. Majors Company. Due to digital

popularity and reduced sales the last remaining bookstore was any in November of 2010.
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This collection consists of items belonging to or collected by the J.A. Majors
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President of Majors Scientific Books, Inc., April 30, 2015.

J.A. Majors Company & Majors Scientific, Inc., Box 00388, [books or
photographs]. The University of North Texas Health Science Center, Gibson D.
Lewis Library, Archives.

Title Date
Bookmarks: Majors Stacks Up Best... (white with blue lettering, Undated
logo, stack of books on front, map of Dallas, Atlanta, Houston

stores on back)

Brick: From the Original Mayo Clinic undated

Catalog: Majors Medical Books 1984

Catalog: Majors Medical Books 1985

Catalog: Majors Medical Books 1986

Commemorative coin from MLA 1976 meeting. 75" 1976

Annual Meeting, 1898-1976 in Minneapolis, MN.

Engraving plate from 75 Anniversary stationary undated

(Blue/silver picturing a roll top desk and a

computer.)

Exhibit Catalog: HealthLINE meeting at UNTHSC 2016 Jan 28

Ink pen: Compliments of J.A. Majors, Co., 2137 Butler St., undated

Dallas, Tex,

J.A. Majors clear rain cap and blue plastic holder undated

J.A. Majors Company nail file undated

Logan Bros. advertisements (3 different ones) 1945 May, 1945
Jun, 1946 Nov

Majors advertisement on foam board undated

Majors Database on CD 1998 Dec

Majors Electronic Catalog on CD 1998

Majors Majors.doc Sampler on CD 1996



Box Number Title Date

Box 00433 Majors Report (newsletter donated by Mary N. Peters, some 1981-2000
missing issues)

Box 00388 Old Crow Bottle kept in J.A. Majors desk undated
Box 00388 Note Pad 2007

Box 00388 Peabody Record 1901 May
FLT 4-2 Poster: Majors Books a Century of Service 1990-2009
Box 00388 Rubber Date Stamp undated
Box 00388 Straight edge razor and box used by J.A. Majors undated
Box 00388 Teddy Roosevelt presidential campaign button and ribbon undated
Box 00388 Wooden Book Dummies (2) undated
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Atkinson, Donald T. Texas Surgeon: An Autobiography. New York: Ives Washburn, Inc., 1958.
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Bussy, R. Kenneth. Two Hundred Years of Publishing: A History of the Oldest Publishing Company in
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Company, 1946.

Call No.: W 13 D7111 1946 Barcode: MO3TLW
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1992.
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Call No.: W1 S0965E V.85 1972 Barcode: MO3TLP

Holland, James W. Textbook of Medical Chemistry and Toxicology. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders
Company, 1909.

Call No.: QU 4 H735T 1908 Barcode: MO3TLC
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Publishing House, 1988.
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Landis, H. R. M. Volume 1: International Clinics. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1922.
Call No.: WB 100 161 1922 Barcode: MO3TLX

Maehler, Richard R. Physicians’ Desk Reference to Pharmaceutical Specialties and Biologicals
(reprint). Rutherford, NJ: Medical Economics, Inc., 1946.

Call No.: QV 772 P578 2011 Barcode: MO3TLD

McFarland, Joseph. Text-Book On the Pathogenic Bacteria for Students of Medicine and Physicians.
Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1909

Call No.: QW 4 M143T 1909 Barcode: MO3TL9

McGaw, Robert A. Vanderbilt Campus: A Pictorial History. Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press,
1978.

Call No.: LD 5588 M147V 1978 Barcode: MO3TLQ

Mobhr, Philip E. American Medical Directory: Register of Physicians of the United States. Chicago:
American Medical Association, 1956.

Call No.: W 22 AA1 A512 1956 Barcode: MO3TL8

Moore, John Hammond. Wiley: One Hundred and Seventy-five Years of Publishing. New York: John
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1982.

Call No.: WZ 345 M822W 1982 Barcode: M0O3TLZ

One Hundred Years of Publishing, 1804-1904: A Brief Historical Account of the House of William
Wood and Company. New York: William Wood and Company, 1904.

Call No.: WZ 345 W8810 1904 Barcode: MO3TLA

Pierce, R. V. People’s Common Sense Medical Adviser in Plain English: on Medicine Simplified.
Buffalo, NY: World’s Dispensary Printing Office and Bindery, 1895.

Call No.: WB 120 P617P 1895 Barcode: MO3TLR

Price, George M. Hygiene and Sanitation: A Text-Book for Nurses. Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger, 1927.
Call No.: WA 4 P945H 1927 Barcode: MO3TLU




27. Potter, Jerry Allen. Fun Along the Way: A History of J.A. Majors Company & Majors Scientific Books,
Inc. Dallas, TX: J.A. Majors Company, 1997.
Call No.: WZ 345 P867F 1997 Barcode: MO3TM4

28. Robbins, Stanley L. Textbook of Pathology with Clinical Applications. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders
Company, 1957.
Call No.: QZ 4 R636T 1957 Barcode: MO3TM3

29. Rorschach, Hermann, Psychodiagnostics: A Diagnostic Test Based on Perception. Berne: Verlag Hans
Huber, 1942.
Call No.: WM 145 R787P 1942 Barcode: MO3TLE

30. Sarkowski, Heinz. Springer-Verlag: History of a Scientific Publishing House, Parts 1 & 2. Berlin:
Springer, 1996.
Call No.: WZ 345 S2455 1996 V.1 = Barcode: MO3TLF
Call No.: WZ 345 S2455 1996 V.2  Barcode: MO3TLG

31. Shattuck, George Cheever. Synopsis of Medical Treatment. Boston: W. M. Leonard, 1915.

Call No.: WB 300 S533S 1915 Barcode: MO3TLV
32. Taylor, Norman Burke. Stedman’s Medical Dictionary. Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins Company, 1949.
Call No.: W 13 S812M 1949 Barcode: MO3TLH

Photographs and other framed items.

1. Certificate from the Tennessee State Medical Association for J.A. Majors’ contribution to the Post
Graduate program, April 8, 1947. Framed.

2. Class Photo, Poly clinic, 1907. 1907 class photo from Poly Clinic of Charity Hospital, New Orleans, LA.
J.A. Majors is the last photo on the first row. Framed.

3. Dallas bookstore. Inside view, Nell Fountain, manager. The store opened in 1956. Framed.

4. Dr.J.A. Majors (RT) with his best friend, Dr. Tom Pollard (LT). Taken on Dr. Pollard’s front porch in
Tennessee. Framed.

5. First Majors Bookstore titled “In the Beginning”, J.A. Majors Co., January 1, 1909, New Orleans, LA.

Framed.

6. J.A. Majors correspondence. Early 1900’s correspondence from W.B. Saunders to J.A. Majors. 3
letters/framed.

7. J.A. Majors in University of Nashville football uniform. J.A. Majors portrait photograph. In the same
frame.

8. Miississippi State Charity Hospital, Certificate of Internship, J.A. Majors. Framed.

9. News clipping from the Dallas Morning News titled “Years Later Still Doing Business By the Book”,
page 4, Thursday, March 8, 2007. Park Cities Section. Framed.

10. Page from W.B. Saunders advertisement. “The Men Who Sell Saunders’ Books” J. A Majors, first
photo on second row. Framed.

11. Portrait of a young Dr. J.A. Majors. Framed.

12. Portrait of J.A. Majors, Jr. titled John A. Majors, Jr., 50 Years of Service. Framed.

13. Southern Medical Association at the White House, November 1923. Panoramic/Framed.

14. The Medical College of the University of Nashville, 1902. Framed.

15. Timeline of Majors History, Medical Publishing History, and Significant Historical Events. Framed.

16. University of Nashville baseball team, 1902. Framed.



17. University of Nashville diploma. Uiversitatis Nashvillensis, Arte Medendi, Dortoris in Mediciana John
Albert Majors. Framed.
18. University of Nashville football team, c. 1902. Framed.

Photographs in the Archives Digital Image Collection

Image Number

Title

Date

1706

Dallas Bookstore

1707

Atlanta Store, Atlanta, Georgia

1948

1708

Dallas Store

1970s

1709

Computers

1710

Store Kiosk

2000s

1711

Albert M. McClendon & JAM Majors

2007

1712

Office scene

unknown

1713

Bill Majors (First appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen
Potter, page 31, 1997; Caption: Bill Majors on his way to
Europe to serve as a turret gunner on a B-24 Liberator.)

1940s

1714

A.L. Shubert, Bookkeeper for J.A. Majors Co. (First Appears in:
Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 19, 1997,
Caption: A.L. Shubert joined the company as bookkeeper in
1914.)

1914

1715

Bob Rowan and Jack McClendon (First Appears in: Fun Along
the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 40, 1997; Caption: Bob
Rowan, of Saunders, and Jack McClendon working a meeting
together in the 1950's)

1950s

1716

Majors Scientific Books, Dallas, TX, 1956 (First Appears in: Fun
Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 42, 1997; (Caption:
This 10,000 foot building, constructed in 1956, housed
Majors' Dallas warehouse and corporate offices. In 1992 it
became the largest medical bookstore in the country.)

1956

1717

Majors Bookstore, Atlanta, Georgia, 1986 (First Appears in:
Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 58, 1997;
Caption: Majors' Bookstore in Atlanta)

1986

1718

Majors’ Offices & Warehouse, Atlanta, GA (First Appears in:
Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 36, 1997;
Caption: Majors' offices and warehouse in Atlanta, 1996)

1996

1719

John A. Majors, Jr. (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by
Jerry Allen Potter, page 31, 1997; Caption: John A. Majors, Jr.
trained fighter pilots during World War 1)

1940s

1720

Albert M. McClendon, John A. Majors, Jr., Netholyn Graham,
Bill Majors, JAM Maijors (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way
by Jerry Allen Potter, page 44; Caption: Albert Majors
McClendon, John Majors, Netholyn Graham, Bill Majors, and
JAM Majors at Netholyn's retirement party.)

1990

1721

Majors Bookstore, Houston, TX (First Appears in: Fun Along
the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 44; Caption: Albert

1990
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Majors McClendon, John Majors, Netholyn Graham, Bill
Majors, and JAM Majors at Netholyn's retirement party.)

1722

Gary Brooks

1723

John Albert Majors, Sr. (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way
by Jerry Allen Potter, page 38; Caption: Dr. John Albert
Majors, 1872-1963)

1950s

1724

25th Anniversary Celebration; JAM Majors, John Majors, Jr.,
?, ?, Al McClendon

1725

Flonnie Freeman's retirement party; John Majors, Jr., Bill
Majors, Charles Freeman, Flonnie Freeman (First Appears in:
Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 43, 1997;
Caption: John and Bill with Charles and Flonnie Freeman at
her retirement party in 1978)

1978

1726

Arthur Chisholm, branch manager of the Atlanta office (First
Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 35,
1997; Caption: Arthur Chisholm)

1940s

1727

Atlanta staff: Don Bowers, ?, ?, Gary Brooks

1728

Bert Mills, Los Angeles Branch manager, Los Angeles, CA
(First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter,
page 52, 1997; Caption: Bert Mills supervised the Los Angeles
Branch transition after the acquisition of Med-Tech)

1990s

1729

Majors Bookstore, Houston, TX

1990s

1730

Majors' offices and warehouse in Atlanta, Atlanta, GA (First
Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 36,
1997; Caption: Majors' offices and warehouse in Atlanta,
1996)

1996

1731

Rita Meyer, assistant manager of the New Orleans office,
New Orleans, LA (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry
Allen Potter, page 19, 1997; Caption: Rita Meyer became
assistant manager of the New Orleans office, and worked at
Majors 41 years)

1732

Office staff ?

1733

Medical book vendors and publishers meeting (First Appears
in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 55, 1997;
Caption: Friends and fellow competitors at an early 1970s
meeting of medical book vendors and publishers. Standing
left to right are Tim Foster and Jim Harris of Rittenhouse, Jack
McClendon of Majors, Stan Clark of Yearbook, Bill Majors, Ray
Laferty of Saunders, John Marcus of Matthews. Seated, left to
right, Tom Stockstrom of Mosby, Jane Ruby of Med-Tech,
George and lda Eliot of Eliot Books, Stan Weiss of Login
Brothers, June Heaps of Williams and Wilkins, and Bob Ruby
of med-Tech.)

1970s

1734

Majors advertisement, 1950-1951 (First Appears in: Fun
Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 41, 1997; Caption:

1950-1951
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This Majors advertisement was for many years a familiar sight
in medical journals and company brochures.)

1735

Meeting

1736

Patsy Pennington, Vice President & Director of Customer
Service in the Dallas office (First Appears in: Fun Along the
Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 46, 1997; Caption: Patsy
Pennington, Vice President & Director of Customer Service in
the Dallas office)

1990s

1737

unknown

1738

Bill Majors (right) and friends

1739

Majors’ first office, New Orleans, LA (First Appears in: Fun
Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 17, 1997,
Caption: Majors' first office, established in New Orleans in
1909, shown here in the 1930s)

1930s

1740

Houston offices and warehouse, Houston, TX; (First Appears
in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 39, 1997;
Caption: Houston offices and warehouse, 1995)

1997

1741

N.R. Shubert, vice-president (First Appears in: Fun Along the
Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 17, 1997; Caption: N.R.
Shubert became vice-president soon after helping found the
company. His business acumen, Dr. Majors said later, was a
key factor in the firm's survival)

1742

Newsletter: A Major Report

1996

1743

Thomas G. Pollard, MD and JA Majors, Sr.; Other Notes: Dr.
Thos. G. Pollard, M.D., surgeon Nashville, Tenn. One of Dad's
best friends. A classmate at Univ. of Nashville School of
Medicine. They played football for 4 yrs. and were lifelong
friends. Dr. Pollard came hunting each fall for several weeks
for both ducks & deer. His wife Polly was a lovely southern
lady. June 12, 1990, John A. Majors, Jr. (from a written
description that came with the print photo) First Appears in:
Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 37, 1997,
Caption: Dr. Pollard and Dr. Majors share a light moment in
the late 1940s)

1940s

1744

Party, JA Majors in doorway

1745

Multimedia, Dallas, TX

1990s

1746

Majors' Dallas Bookstore, Dallas, TX, (First Appears in: Fun
Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page58, 1997; Caption:
Majors' Dallas Bookstore is the largest and most completely
stocked medical bookstore in the country.)

1990s

1747

Majors' first Atlanta office, located in an old laundry building,
Atlanta, GA (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry
Allen Potter, page 35, 1997; Caption: Majors' first Atlanta
office, located in an old laundry building)

1948 Jan

1748

Wedding of Jack McClendon and Genevieve Majors (First
Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 33,

1941
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1997, Caption: Wedding of Jack McClendon and Genevieve
Majors. At her right are Dr. and Mrs. Pollard, then seated,
former Dallas Mayor Woodall Rodgers, and Mrs. Charles
Turner. Standing right, are Mrs. Rodgers and Charles Turner.
Dr. and Mrs. Majors, obviously enjoying the moment, are
seated, lower right.)

1749

Jack McClendon (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry
Allen Potter, page 34, 1997; Caption: Jack McClendon during
World War 1l)

1940s

1750

Bill Leazer, manager of the Journals Division (First Appears in:
Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 43, 1997;
Caption: Bill Leazer followed Flonnie Freeman as manager of
the Journals Division.)

1751

Management and Sales Meeting (First Appears in: Fun Along
the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 50, 1997; Caption: At a
management & sales meeting, 1985, left to right from the
top, are Don Bowers, Gary Brooks, Ken Fletcher, Joe Davis,
Jerry Sparrow, Mark Wilson, Bill Majors, Ken Robichaux,
Warner Pope, John Majors, JAM Ill, Al McClendon, Anne
Ellison, Netholyn Graham, Bette Herod, Joyce Lewis, Nell
Fountain, Al Brandon, Van Vick, Babs Carson, Mickey Echols,
Dorothy Harper, Wayne Lease, Martha Gomez, Kris Naylor,
and Patsy Pennington.)

1985

1752

The Men Who Sell Saunders (Description: Advertisement in
JAMA; First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen
Potter, page 14, 1997; Caption: An advertisement in JAMA, c.
1902. Dr. J.A. Majors is at lower left)

1902

1753

University of Nashville Football Team 1900-1901, Nashville,
TN, Thomas Pollard, John A. Majors, Sr.

1900

1754

Art of Medicine by Isadore Dyer, PhD, MD, New Orleans, LA,
Description: Title page from the only book J.A. Majors
Company ever published. (First Appears in: Fun Along the
Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 18, 1997, Caption: Title page
of Isadore Dyer's "The Art of Medicine", 1913, the only book
published by J.A. Majors Company.)

1913

1755

1756

Van Vick, Vice-President of J.A. Majors Company, Dallas, TX
(First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter,
page 46, 1997, Caption: Van Vick, Vice President, and long-
time manager of the book department in Dallas.)

1757

J.A. Majors California Branch Office, Los Angeles, CA (First
Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 53,
Caption: Offices and warehouse of Majors' California Branch)

1758

Joyce Lewis, Houston Branch Major, Houston, TX (First
Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 40,
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Caption: Joyce Lewis followed Anne Ellison as Houston branch
manager.)

1759

1760

Patsy Pennington, Vice President, and Director of Customer
Service in the Dallas office.

1761

Desk used by Dr. Majors throughout his long career, Dallas,
TX (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter,
page 23. 1997, Caption: Desk used by Dr. Majors throughout
his long career.)

1762

Alfred N. Brandon (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by
Jerry Allen Potter, page 45, 1997; Caption: Al Brandon, known
industry wide for the Brandon List.)

1763

J.A. Majors, Sr. in his University of Nashville football uniform,
Nashville, TN, (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry
Allen Potter, page 11, 1997; Caption: (no caption)

1900

1764

Diploma from the University of Nashville: John Albert Majors,
M.D., Nashville, TN (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way by
Jerry Allen Potter, page 13, 1997, Caption: Diploma, written
in Latin, with inked signatures fading, signifies completion of
Dr. Majors' study at the University of Nashville School of
Medicine in 1902.)

1902

1765

Meeting of the American medical Association at the White
House in Washington D.C., 1923, Washington D.C. (First
Appears in: Fun Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 22,
1997, Caption: Meeting of the American Medical Association
at the White House in Washington D.C., 1923. President
Calvin Coolidge, his light colored hat in his hands, stands in
the center circle. Dr. Majors, who was made an honorary
member of the AMA four years later at this meeting, is
indicated by the circle to the left. N.R. Shubert is indicated by
the circle to the President's right)

1923

1766

Majors Elcar Distributorship, Dallas, TX (First Appears in: Fun
Along the Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 26, 1997, Caption:
Photograph of Dallas, Texas about 1930, showing the Majors
Elcar Distributorship in the lower left. The Majors sign, within
the eclipse, is partially obscured by the slanted portico over
the Elcar.)

1930

1767

Newspaper photo of the fire that destroyed the New Orleans
warehouse, New Orleans, LA (First Appears in: Fun Along the
Way by Jerry Allen Potter, page 48, 1997, Caption: (no
caption)

1978 Jul 23

1768

J.A. Majors Company Stationary, Dallas, TX

1769

J.A. Majors Company Warehouse, Lewisville, TX

1990s

1770

John Albert Majors, Sr. (First Appears in: Fun Along the Way
by Jerry Allen Potter, page 16, 1997, Caption: Dr. Majors, as a
traveling representative for the W.B. Saunders Company.)

1902







