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CALENDAR 
JUNE 

10-13 
~'97th Annual CME Convention & Scientific 
Exhibitimr" 
Sponsored by the Georgia Osteopathic Medical 

Associatin 
Location 
Contact: 

16 

Hyatt Regency, Hilton Head Island, SC 
GOMA. Holl y Barn well 
Executive Director 
2160 ld\ewood Rd., Tucker, GA 30084 
770-493-9278 
E-mai l: GOMA@mindspring.com 
Web: www.goma.org 

Texas Osteopathic Medical Association House 
of Delegates Meeting 
Location: Hotel Inter-Continental, Dallas, TX 
Contact: TOM A. 800-444-8662; 5 12-708-TOMA 

FAX: 5 12-708- 1415 

17-20 
" IOOth Annual Convention & Scientific Seminar" 
Sponsored by the Texas Osteopathic Medical 
Association 
Location: 
CME: 
Contact: 

20-24 

Hotel Inter-Continental , Dallas, TX 
26 Category 1-A hours 
TOMA. 800-444-8662; 512-708-TOMA 
FAX: 5 12-708- 1415 

"Basic Course in Osteopathy" 
Sponsored by The Cranial Academy 
Location: Wyndham Emerald Plaza, San Diego, CA 
CME: 40 Category 1-A hours anticipated 
Contact: The Cranial Academy, 317-594-04 11 

23-27 
ul 9tlt Annual Primary Care Update" 
SfJonsored by 1he University of Norlh Texas Health 
Science Center at Fort Worth 
Location: Radisson Resort, South Padre Island, TX 
CME: 24 CME hours 
Contact: UNT Health Science Center Office 

of Continuing Medical Education 
817-735-2539 or 800-987-2CME 

OF 
JULY 

16-18 
uAmerican Osteopathic Association House 
of Delegates Meeting" 
Locat ion: Fairmont Hotel, Chicago, IL 
Contact: AOA, 800-62 1- 1773 

22-25 
uTxACOFP 42nd Annual Clinical Seminar" 
Sponsored by the Texas Society of the American Collegt 
of Osteopathic Family Physicians 
Location : Hilton Hotel, Arlington, TX 
Contact: Janet Dunkle 

TxACOFP Executive Director 
888-892-2637 

JULY 30-AUGUST 1 
u/999Ammal Meeting" 
Sponsored by rile Colorado Society of 
Osteopathic Medicine 
Location: Manor Vail Lodge, Vail , CO 
CME: 18 AOA category 1-A and 

Ph ysician Assistants credits 
Contact: Patricia Elli s 

AUGUST 

20-22 

Colorado Society of Osteopathic Medicine 
303-322- 1752; Fax 303-322- 1956 
E-mail: info@ColoradoDO 
Web: www.ColoradoDO.org 

"Psyclro-lmmullo-Neuro-Toxicology Training" 
Sponsored by the Indiana Academy of Osteopathy 
Location Embassy Suites Hotel North 

indianapolis, IN 
CME: 20 hours category I·A CME anticipated 
Contact: Indiana Academy of Osteopathy 

3 17-926-3009 

21-22 
"Sutherland's Methods for Treating tire Rest 
of tlte Body" 
Sponsored by the Dallas Osteopathic Study Group 
Location: Dallas, TX 
CME: 16 category 1-A credits 
Contact: Conrad Speece, D.O. 

10622 Garland Road, Dallas, TX 752 18 
2 14-32 1-2673 
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[cALENDAR 
SEPTEMBER 

17-19 
"Mid· Year Seminar" 
Sponsored by the Florida Osteopathic 
Medical Association 
l_ocation 
CME: 
Contact: 

OCTOBER 

24-28 

Hyatt Regency Westshore, Tampa, FL 
Approx imately 20 hours 1-A CME 
Florida Osteopathic Medical Assoc iation 
2007 Apalachee Parkway 
Tallahassee, FL 3230 I 
850-878-7364 

"AOA A unua/ Convell/ion" 
Sponsored by the American Osteopathic Association 
Locauon San Francisco, CA 
Contact· AOA, 800-62 1-1773 

28-31 
l/TOMA Postcouvention CME Seminar" 
Sponsored by the Texas Osteopathic Medical 
Associatwn 
Locatmn: 
CME: 
Contact: 

Las Vegas, NV 
6 hours Category 1-A credit 
TOMA: 800-444-TOMA 

OF 
NOVEMBER 

3-7 

EVENTS ~ 

uFal/ CME Conference & Scientific Exlu'bitiou" 
Sponsored by the Georgia Osteopathic: 
Medical Association 
Location: 

Contact: 

Atlanta Marriott Gwin neu Place 
Atlama,GA 
GOMA, Holly Barnwell 
Execut ive Director 

2 160 ldlewood Rd., Tucker. GA 30084 
770-493-9278 

E-mai l: GOMA @mindspring.com 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT 
~& Mark Your Calendar 
~& Make Your Plans 

Send in Your Registration Forms 

June 17- 20 
lOOth Annual Convention 

& Scientific Seminar 



TOMA Membership Committee Update 

The Board of Trustees of the Texas Osteopathic Medical Association are pleased to introduce the following 
new members who were formally accepted at the April 10, 1999 Board meeting. 

Shahid Aziz, D.O . 
UNTHSCffCOM. Dept of Medicine 
3500 Camp Bowie Bl vd. 
Fort Worth . TX 76107-2699 

Dr. Aziz is a member of District II . He graduated from TCOM 
in 1986. is certified in Internal Medicine and also speciali zes 

in Gastroenterology 

Paul S. Bishop, D.O ., FACOFP 
2006 Fall Creek Highway 

Aelon, TX 76049 

Dr. Bishop is a member of District II . He graduated from 
UNTHSCffCOM in 1994 and specializes in Family Practice. 

Casey G. Cochran, D.O. 
2000 W. Anderson Lane 
Austin , TX 78757 

Or. Cochran is a member of District YLI . He graduated from 
UHS-COM in Kansas City in 1980, and is certified in Fami ly 
Practice. 

Ira M. E pstein, D.O. 
UNTHSCffCOM 
3500 Camp Bowie Blvd 
Fa n Wonh. TX 76 107 

Dr. Epstein is a member of Distric t U. He graduated from 
UOMHS/COMS in 1976, is cenified in Internal Medicine, and 
also specializes in Nephrology. 

Char lotte l\·1. Fowler, D.O . 
RR I , Box 432-D 
Burkeville. TX 75932 

Dr. Fowler is a member of District XII . She graduated from 
TCOM in 199 1 and is a cenified Famil y Practitioner. 

Char les D. Goebel, D.O. 
1600 Co it Road #4 1 0 
Plano. TX 75075 

Dr. Goebel is a member of Di stric t V. He gradumed from 
UOM HS/COMS in Iowa and is a Pediatrician. 

6 Tms 0.0. M•y 1999 

Ga ry L. Rhame, D.O. 
920 Medical Plaza Drive 
The Woodlands. TX 77380 

Dr. Rhame is a member of District VI. He graduated fn 
UNTHSCffCOM in 1994. Dr. Rhame is cenified in Fam 
Prac ti ce and also specializes in Sports Medic ine Ill 

Onhopedics. 

T he following Interns, Residents and Fellows were alq) f1 

mall y accepted as members of TOMA: 

Dona ld J , Brown, D.O . 
2708 Nonh Prince 
Clovis, New Mexico 88 101 

Dr. Brown graduated from UHS-COM in Kansas City in Jfp! 
He is currently doing an offi ce-based Residency in Dennatok· 

Scott E. J oh nson, D.O. 
2 111 Holly Hall # 1605 
Houston. TX 77054 

Dr. Johnson is a member of District VI. He graduated tnr 

UNTHSCffCOM in 1998 and is currentl y serving an lntem~hLp 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at lhe LBJ General HO\p!l 

in Ho uston 

Hea th A. Parker, D.O. 
13744 Dandelion 
Belto n, TX 76513 

Dr. Parker is a member of District XVII I. He graduated In 
UHS-COM in Kansas C ity in 1996, and is currently se:ntnJ 
Residency in Internal Medicine and Pediatrics at Scott & \\ 
Medical Center in Temple. 

Leslie A. Sch ipper, D.O. 
164 14 Parksley Drive 
Houston, TX 77059 

Dr. Schi pper is a member of District VI. She graduated I 
UHS-COM in Kansas City in 1995. and is currently SCI"\lRI 

Family Practice Residency at San Jacinto Methodist Ho~p1t<tl 
Baytown 
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The following is a status report on various bills of interest 
before the Texas Legislature. 

SB 30 - Parental Notification Bill 

The Texas Senate gave final approval to SB 30, by Sen. 
Aorem:e Shapiro (R-Piano), which would prohibit physicians 
from performing an abortion on a minor without givi ng the girl's 
parenh at least 48 hours notice or gett ing the approval of a judge 
Under the bill, a minor could avoid parental notification by 
obt.,ining a court order permitt ing the abortion . A judge would 
hJse to determine whether the girl is ''mature and sufficientJy 
"'ell 1nformed to make the decision'' or whether notification 
would not be 111 her best interest. 

PhyMcian!i would be requi red to not ify the parents o r 
guard1an by phone, in person or by a certified letter. The physi­
Cian could proceed with the abortion 48 hours after mailing the 
certrfied letter. even if the parent had not received it In a medical 
emergency, a phy~ician could perform the abort ion without 
parental con<tent 

In addrtion. the bill stipulates that a physician could be 
charged with a Class A misdemeanor for violating the notifica­
tion law. puni~hable by up to a year in jai l and a $4,000 fine. An 
amendment to the bill was adopted which provides abortion 
provrde~ wrth a legal defense against prosecution if a minor 
fal~ely states that she was over 18. 

The bill now goes to the Texas House for debate. 

lXI Vllle grdd. SB 188 - Stiffer Penalties for llljttrillg the Preg11ant 

~~7c::t1 SB 188 by Sen. St~ve Ogden (R-Brya. n), has cleared a Senate 
11 ""'I commrttee and is awarting consideration by the fu ll Senate. The 

bill would impo)le ~tricter penalties m cases of assault or 
manslaughter involvi ng pregnant women. and wou ld a lso create 
a !.econd degree felony offense for attacks on a pregnant woman 
that lead to a miscarriage or sti llbirth . Add itionall y, the bill would 
enhance the penalty for intoxication assault from third degree to 

1(\111. He p>lu•j '<Cond degree felony in cases in which drun ken drivers cause 
IIKI n c;umt~tly 

1 
pregnant women to mrscarry. 

-·Scoil SB 254- Triplicate Prescriptio11 Bill 

j VI. Slit 
lll(i!SCUI 

mtoM<tlildi~ 

The Senate Health Services Committee approved SB 254 by 
Sen. Frank Madia (D-San An tonio). The bill seeks to restore 
TeJ~;as' triplicate prescription Jaw for prescribi ng controlled sub­
stances and would authorize the Texas Department of Safety to 
permrt the use of tripl icate or single prescription forms. In 1997, 
the triplicate prescription program was repealed and replaced 
with a system utilit:ing stickers for certa in controlled substance 
prescript runs. 

SB 445- Children 's Health Insurance Program 
(Cl/JP) 

SB 445 by Sen. Mike Moncrief (D-Fort Worth), was 
approved by the House Public Health Committee. The bill would 
~ev·ote $ 1.6 billion over the next 10 years to finance a health 
rnsurance program for children (CHIP) of families that do not 
earn enough to afford coverage. The legislation would make chi I-

TEXAS 
LEGISLATIVE 

UPDATE 

dren 19 and younger from fami lies with income that is no more 
than twice the federal poverty level eligible for coverage. 

Under the version approved by the Senate, children I 0 and 
younger from families with incomes of twice the poverty level or 
less would be eligible for coverage. Children I I to 18 would be 
eligib le if their fam ilies earned 150 percent of the poverty level 
or less. Eligibility could be expanded under the Senate bi ll if 
periodic reviews by the Health and Human Services Commission 
fi nd current enrollment is not using all availab le funds. 

HB 610- Prompt Payment of Amount Owed to 
Health Care Providers 

Testimony on HB 610, by Rep. Kyle Janek (R-Houston), was 
heard by the House Insurance Committee, although no action 
was taken at the time. The bill wou ld force insurance companies 
to pay health care providers faster or face penalties of up to 
$ 1,000 per day. The fines would begin to accrue 60 days after an 
invoice was received. 

conrmwd on n~.xt pagt 
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'"S ixty days is a good amount of time to get bills paid.'' Rep. 

Janek noted at the hearing. 

SB 673 & SB 862 - Organ Donation 

SB 673 by Sen. Mike Moncrief (0-Fort Worth). was 
approved by the Senate Health Services Committee and now 
goes to the full Senate. The bill would add $1 to driver's license 
renewal fees to finance a program to ed uca!e Texans about the 
need for organ donation. 

The committee also approved SB 862 by Sen. Mario Gallegos 
(D-Houston), which would require transplantable organs don:ued 
in Texas to be used in Texas un less a suitable match is not found. 
The bill was amended to require that Texas have only one trans­
plant waiting list. Currently. the three organ procurement organi­
zations in Texas each maintain thei r own list. 

HB 1051- Optometry Bill 

HB 105 1 by Rep. Kim Brimer (R-Arl ington), was heard by 
the House Public Health Committee, who took no action and left 
the bi ll pend ing. The bi ll wou ld :~uthorize optometri sts to treat 
glaucoma and perform specific surgical procedures. as wel l as 
authorize a study on the efficacy of allowing optometrists to per­
form laser surgery. 

H B 2025 - Establishme11t a11d Operatio11 of the 
Border Health Institute 

The House Higher Educat ion Committee approved HB 2025 
by Rep. Joseph Pickett (D-El Paso), to create a Border Health 
Institute in El Paso. The Institute wou ld faci litate or ass ist the 
activities of internal. nat ional regional or local health-related 
institutions working the Texas-Mex ico border region. and would 
conduct research in fie ld of study affecting public health in such 
areas as infectious di seases. diabetes. environmental health 
issues and children's health issues. The Institute wou ld be a 
coopemtive effort of the University of Texas a1 El Paso; Texas 
Tech University Health Sc iences Center at El Paso; El Paso 
Community College District R. E. Thomason General Hospi tal; 
El Paso Ci ty/County Health District; the Universi ty of Texas 
Health Science Center at Houston. School of Public Health; and 
the Texas Department of Health. 

HB 2418 - Creation of a Consumer Assistance 
Ombudsman Program f or Health Care Consumers 

The House Insurance Committee heard HB 2418. sponsored 
by Rep. Elliott Nai<;htat (D-A ustin), which would create a 
statewide. toll -free consumer hot line to address health care needs. 
If p:~s~ed. the bill wou ld create a hot line for consumers to call for 
he lp in understanding their health care rights and filing complai nts 
and appeals. and for ass i ~tance wi th mediation services. Rep. 
Naishtat said the bill was impcrathe in helping "Texans navigate 
through a complex. often confusing health care system. Many 
don't understand their right!.. Consumers need help." 

The program \\Ould be operated as a nonprofit agency under 
the state Office of Public Insurance Counsel and would cost 
about S I million to launch . 

Non-i nvas ive, ac tivated by the we ight of the body. 
safe and s imple to use, these new dev ices stand out 
am ong back pain treatme nt techno log ies for their 
effecti ve ness a nd a ffordability. They' re ca lled 
BackMaster dev ices, and we re invented by TOMA 
me mber, Dr. Conrad Speece, spec ificall y to treat 
b ack pa in caused by facet dysfunc tion. 

Patie nt-tested over eight years, BackMaster device~ 
ar e able to generate the spec ifi c vector force\ 
produced by a phys ic ian 's hands to correct the 
somatic dysfunc tions of the spine. What's even more 
significant, patie nts can use 8ackMaster to treat 
the ir back pain at home. 

C. K. Mc Kenney. D.O., says "BackMasttr basically rep/acts 
the pl1ysician's hands ... / recommend it to patients." 

And like many other physicians. Craig B. Miller, M.D .. 
says, "/ utili~e it as a 'third hand' ... while working on 

another area ... / ha1·e been 11·ell pleased to hm•e Bad:Mallr 
for an ancillary therapeutic interl!ention .. " 

Dr. Conrad Speece, author and 
international speaker will be giving 
four hours of lecture on OMT at 
the TOMA Convention. Come to 
Booth 310 on Friday, June 18, 1999 
and meet Dr. Speece and receive 
a demonstration of the safe and 
simple BackMaster technology. 

The committee too~ no act ion on the bill because of concerns ~~ ~~, ... ~ .. ~, ~ -- · - - - - ·-· ·---
that included the tr::uning of those ans-wering the calls. 1-800-597-5225; Website: www.backmaster.com 
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tOOth Annual Convention & Scientific Seminar 
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"Celebrating 100 Years of Osteopathic Education in Texas" 

Texas Osteopathic Medical Associa tion 
tOOth Annual Convention & Scientific Seminar 

Ju ne 17-20, 1999 
Hotel Inter-Conti nental 

Dallas, Texas 

"Celebrating 100 Years of Osteopatlric Education in Texas," the theme for the Texas Osteopathic Mediu 
Association's tOOth Annual Convention and Scientific Semi nar, poi nts to an important milestone in the history 
of the osteopathic profession in Texas - 100 years of providing quali ty medical education . Beginning with the cri· 
ical first convention, held Novem ber 29, 1900, in Sherman, at which time the organization was formally orga nizec 
formal educational programs have been presented during all ensui ng conventions. As we get ready to enter the ne: 
millennium, the osteopathic physicians of Texas can be assured of a continuation of quality osteopathic medica 
education programs in the years to come. Come join your colleagues in Dallas this year as we celebrate "!00 Year 
of Osteopathic Ed uca tion in Texas." 

Goals: 

To provide attendees with a renewed perspective of 
osteopathic medicine and its unique role in applying 
preventive concepts in the practice of medicine 
wi thin a changing healthcare environment. 

To provide current knowledge in key selected topic 
areas of clinical medicine. 

To provide this learning in small, interactive 
envi ronments as well as plenary sessions. 

Physician Registration: 

The registration fee includes admission to the general 
session, workshops and the exhibit hall. lecture hand­
outs, CME credits, refreshment breaks, and tickets to 
the keynote luncheon, the AOA luncheon and the 
President's Banquet. 

Spouse Registration: 

The registration fee includes exhibit hall admission and 
tickets to the keynote luncheon, the AlOMA President's 
Installation, the ADA luncheon and the President's 
Banquet. 

Individual Tickets: 

Individual tickets may also be purchased for meal 
functions and the TOMA President's Banquet. 

Special Events: 

The family day at Six flags and the AlOMA Golf 
Tournament are priced separately as noted on the 
convention registration form. Note: AU children undtf 
16 must be accompanied by an adult to special 
events. 

CME Credits: 

The lOOth TOMA Annual Convention and Scientific 
Seminar has been approved for 26 hours of Category 
1-A AOA Credit. 

If you register before June 1st, you will save $100. 
If you recruit a new member for the association you 
will save an additional $50 on your registration fee. 

TDMA would like to extend a special thank you 
to all of the members of the Annual Convention 
Program Committee for all of their hard work, time anc 
dedication in designing this year's educational progra1 

Ray L. Morrison, D.O. 
Program Chair 

George N. Smith, D.O. 
Vice Chair 

Joseph A. Del Principe, D.O. 
Donna Hand, D.O. 

Bobby D. Howard, D.O. 
SID Melinda J. Velez 
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Preliminary Schedule 

Wednesday 
June 16th 

8:00 am 9:00 am TOMA House of Delegates Registration 

9:00 am 4:00 pm TOMA House of Delegates Meeting 

12:00 pm 1:00 pm TOMA House of Delegates luncheon 

lexasOsteopj 
Sponsored by UNTHSC/ TCOM Educational Foundation 

~ntmilestoneint 2:00 pm 5:00 pm Early Convention Registration 

~.Beginning Thursday 
Ubonwasfurma[yj 

June 17th 
getrearlytoentt 

qualityosteopafu 7:00 am 5:00 pm Registration Open 
!iraswecelebijte 8:00 am 3:00 pm Exhibit Hall Open 

7:00 am 7:50 am Breakfast lecture-Selenium - Ed Drake, Ph. D. 
Sponsored by Nutromox Lobs 

7:50 am 8:40 am Neuropathology and Pain Management 
Sponsored by Parke-Davis 

8:00 am 12:00 pm ATOMA House of Delegates 
8:40 am 9:30 am Dyslipidemia - Andrew Miller, M.D. 

Sponsored by Boyer Pharmaceuticals 
9:30 am 10:00 am Panel discussion with OMT applications 
10:00 am 10:30 am Pharmaceutical Update - Exhibit Hall 
10:30 am 11:20 am Gulf War Syndrome - Robert Haley, M.D. 
11:20 am 12:10 pm Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery - Al Yurvati , D.O. 

Sponsored by Merck 
12:10 pm 12:30 pm Panel discussion with OMT applications 
12:30 pm 2:00 pm Round Table Topic luncheon 
2:00 pm 3:00 pm Pharmaceutical Update - Exhibit Hall 
2:00 pm 5:00 pm Family Activity - Optional 

Shopping at Galleria Mall & lee Skating 
6:00 pm 10:00 pm Sustainers Party 

Medieval Times 

Friday 
June 18th 

7:00 am 1:00 pm Registration Open 
7:00 am 8:00 am TxACOFP Breakfast 
8:00 am 2:00 pm Exhibit Hall Open 
8:30 am 10:30 am ATOMA President's Installation Breakfast 
7:00 am 7:50 am Breakfast lecture - Sleep Disorders -

Andrew Jamieson, M.D . 

7: 50 
Sponsored by Wyeth - Ayerst 

am 8:40 am New Treatment and Management of Otitis 
Media and Otitis Externa with Ototopicals - Peter Roland, M.D. 

8:00 
Sponsored by Doiichi Phormoceuticols 

am 11:00 am TxACOFP Board Meeting 
8:40 am 9:30 am Osteoarthritis - Cox II - Andrew Chubick, M. D. 

9:30 
Sponsored by McNeil Consumer Products 

am 10:00 am Panel discussion with OMT application 
10:00 am 10:30 am Pharmaceutical Update - Exhibit Hall 



10:30 am 12:30 pm Concurrent Workshops 
• Neurophysiology of the Traumatized Child 

Policy & Practice Implications - Leah Lamb, D.O. 
*OMT- Conrad Speece, D.O. 
* Basic Radiology Review- Mark Baker, D.O. 
*Preceptorship/ Ru ral Rotation Supervisor's Workshop 

- Cynthia Passmore, M.A. 

12:30 pm 2:00 pm Lunch with Exhibitors 

2:00 pm 8:00 pm Golf Tournament 

~ 
Buffalo Creek Golf Club 

2:00 pm 10:00 pm Family Day 
Six Flags Over Texas 

Saturdav 
June 19th 

7:00 am 5:00 pm Registration Open 

7:00 am 7:50 am Breakfast lecture -
Pap Smear and the Pathophysiology ~oc,.kGolfClubktllisyea 
of Cervical Cancer - Neal Pock, 0.0, 

7:50 am 8:40 am Overactive Bladder- Carrington Mason, D.O. r~~-Sponsored by Pharmacia & Upjohn 
•designed bylomWeiskop 

8:40 am 9:30 am NSAID-Induced Gastrointestinal Disorders- David James, D.O. 
'lmiergolfctKioointhena 

Sponsored by Merck 
lligreatfoodbenefitingtho 
porta~onisprovided.Hojor~ 

9:30 am 10:00 am Panel discussion with OMT applications ~carelnsuranceSeMcu 
10:00 am 10:30 am Break 
10:30 am 11:30 am Ethics in Pain Management- James Blai r, D.O. 

Sponsored by Purdue Pharma, L.P. 
11:30 am 1:00 pm AOA Luncheon - Ronald Esper, 0.0. - AOA President 
1:00 pm 2:00 pm Dermatology - Skin Cancer- William Cothern, D.O. 
2:00 pm 4:00 pm Concurrent Workshops 

•Neurophysiology of the Traumatized Child 
Policy & Practice Implications - Leah Lamb, D.O. 

•oMT- Conrad Speece, 0.0. I < Ki4 
• sasic Radiology Review - Ma rk Baker, 0.0. 
*AOA Women's Health Initiative Workshop - Lori Boyajain, D.O. 

· ~ 
Abo 
Reno 

"Diagnosis and Treatment of Arthritis in the Female Patient" of hi 
Sponsored by Searle 

3:00 pm 5:00 pm Mary Kay Makeovers 
~ and 

Susan Selman, Rita Baker & staff 
3:00 pm 5:00 pm Kid's Activity - Magic Show & Face Painting 
6:30 pm 7:00 pm President's Reception 
7:00 pm Midnight President's Banquet 

Sunday 
June 20th 

7:30 am 8:00 am Breakfast 
7:00 am 9:00 am Registration Open 
8:00 am 1:00 pm Risk Management Program - Beth Krugler 

*Patient Relations 
*Signs & Symptoms of Potential litigation 
*Yo u've Got Mail 
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Special Events 
Family Activitv 
On your mark, get set, SHOP! Or SKATE, that is . Enjoy the afternoon at 
the Galleria Mall • Dallas' largest indoor shopping center with over 200 shops, 
including Saks Fifth Avenue, Macy's, and Tiffany & Co. You'll be sure to find 
something special. Also, take advantage of their skating center and skate the 
afternoon away! Tickets are only $5-6 (pay at the ri nk), and this includes 
admission plus skate rental. Transportation will be provided by the hotel shuttle. 

Sustainers' Party ll!. 
~~ 
~: 

Golf Toumament 

Join us for a Mknight" of fun at Medieval Times • the site for this year's 
Sustainers' Party. Venture inside the llth·century castle and feast on a four 
course medieval banquet, while watching spectacular pageantry, dramatic horse­
manship, and an authentic jousting tournament. A special reception will be held 
prior to dinner for all you lords and ladies. This party is open to all sustaining 
members and a guest (be sure to RSVP on your registration form). If you are not 
already a sustaining member, call lucy Gibbs at 800/ 444-8662 to sign up. Don't 
miss the good time! 

Buffalo Creek Golf Club is this year's site of the an nual golf tournament. Rated 
four stars by Golf Digest Magazine, Buffalo Creek is located northeast of Dallas 
and was designed by Tom Weiskopf and Jay Morrish. It is recognized as one of 
the premier golf courses in the nation. Come enjoy a magnificent afternoon of 
golf and great food benefiting the Auxiliary of TOMA. Cost is $75 per player. Bus 
transportation is provided. Major sponsors: Dean, Jacobson Financial Services and 
Heafthcare Insurance Services. 

Family Day 

l'l> 

l 
Hold onto your seats! We're heading to Six Flags Over Texas for the ride of your 
life! Venture t hrough over 11 themed areas of adventure and excitement includ· 
ing spectacular rides, stunning shows and your favorite Looney Tune characters. 
Your $15 ticket includes park admission and transportation to and from Six Flags. 

President's Banquet 

Kids Activity 
Abra cadabra, lickedy split, come to a magic show and see great tricks! 
Renowned magician, Bo Gerard will be at the hotel and he's bringing some 
of his balloon twisti ng, face painting friends along! Enjoy great entertainment 
and learn a new trick or two. Admission is free! 

Makeovers An yone? 
Mary Kay reps are on the way! Whether you want to try a new look, or be made 
up for the President's Banquet, make your reservation to have a Mary Kay con· 
sultant go to work for you! limited spots are available, so be sure and mark the 
box on your registration form. It's free! 

The Annual President's banquet will honor TOMA's President. Nelda 
Cunniff-Isenberg , D.O. This black tie optional affair will be held Saturday 
evening, June 19th. Prestigious awards will be presented as well as the 
passing of the gavel to Rodney Wiseman, D.O. After dinner and the award 
presentations, enjoy the sounds of Random Axis as they play all your dance 
favorites . Be ready for a fun and exciting evening of dancing! 



Hotel 
The Hotel Inter-Continental, located near the Galleria 
Dallas shopping center, offers European elegance for 
TOMA guests. Complimentary shuttle service to nearby 
shopping and entertainment areas wi ll be available 
during your stay. All educational sessions and exhibits 
will be at the hotel. A block of rooms has been set 
aside at the special rate of $120 single/ double. 
Concie rge level rooms can be reserved at the rate of 
$177 single, $187 double. Hotel reservation deadline 
is May 21st. Be sure to mention you are wi th TOMA 
to get this special ra te. You may call the hotel at 
972-386-6000 for reservations or send in the 
reservation card below. 

Ticket Refund Cancellation Policy 
All registration and special event cancellations must 
be received in writing and will be charged a 25% 
handling fee. No refunds will be given to those 

Disability Statement 
Indivi duals needing special accommodations during 
TOMA's lOOth Annual Convention should contact 
Pat Guyton prior to May 21st at 512/ 795-8033. 

Special Events and Meals 
Space is limited and tickets are required for all specia; 
events and meals. 

Attire 
Dress comfortably for the educational sessions. Meeting 
rooms are often cold, so you might plan to bring a 
light sweater or jacket. Dress casually for the 
Sustai ners' Party - you'll be eating with your ha nds! 
The President's Banquet on Saturday evening is black­
tie optional. 

requests postmarked after June 1st. 
Hotel Registration Form 

Complete this form below and mail it to: 
Hotel Inter-Continental - Dallas 

Attn: Reservations 
Address: 15201 N. Dallas Parkway 

Dallas, Tx 75248 
Or call or fax the hotel directly to make reservations 972-386-6000, 972-701-0342 fax. 

Be sure to mention you are with TOMA to receive the discounted rate. 
Reservations cannot be guaranteed without a check or credit card number for you r first night stay. 

--------------------------------------------------------· 
Texas Osteopathic Medical Association Annual Convention & Scientific Seminar 

June 17-20, 1999 

Name::_---------------

Address: ______________ _ 

Phone Number:. ____________ _ 

Share With: _____________ _ 

Arrival Date: ____________ _ 

Arriva l Time: ____________ _ 

Depanure Date: ___________ _ 

Check in time - 3:00 pm Check out time - I 2:00pm 

Reservation reque.sts made after May 21st or after the room 
block has been fi lled are subject to availability and may not be 

available nt the convention rate. 

All room rates are subject to state and local tax 

Please Guarantee to one of the Follo"·ing: 

0 American Express 

0 Visa 

0 MasterCard 

0 Discover 

0 Diner's Ciub 

0 Check 

Card Number I 
ExpirMion Date ---------­

Signature -----------
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Convention Registration 
Texas Osteopathic Medical Association 

IOOth Annual Convent ion & Scientific Seminar 
June 17-20, 1999 

Dallas, Texas 

To register. mail this form along with payment to: TOMA. 14 I 5 Lavaca Street, Austin, Texas, 78701 - 1634 

Please print or type this fo rm. 

Name~~--~~~----------------------------------------------------------
Name for Badge (if different) ______________________________________________________ __ 

AdMess __________________________________________________________________ _ 

Cny State Zip ____________________ _ 

Phone(--) Fax( __ ) -----------------------------

0.0. College Graduation Year AOA# ____ __ 

Specialty TOMA District -----------------------------

Spouse or Guest (if registering) -----------------------------------------------------

Registration Fees: 
please circle Regu lar Registration 

(postmarked by 6/1) 

TOMA Member+ $375 
I st or 2nd Year m Practice $225 

Late Registration 

(postmarked after 6/1) 

Additional Tickets: 

TOMA President's Banquet ---j 
$50 x # of tickets = $ __ 

ATOMA Pres ident 's Installation 
Breakfast 

$25 x # of tickets = $ __ 

11. I Retired/ Life Member $200 

rfilltn~~'"' Spouse, Military, 
• • •" "' .. "' • Guests, Associate $175 
tifkSeminar Physician Ass tstant $375 

$475 
$325 
$300 

$275 
$475 
$0 
$725 

$ __ 

$ __ 

$ __ 

$ __ 

$ __ 

$ __ 

$ __ 

Registration Summary 
Please mail completed form and payment in full 
(CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ONLY) 
totheaddressabove 

Studentsnntems/Residents* $0 
$625 

+lndudes members of other state associations. 
*Studentllntem!Re!iident registration does not include tickets to any meal functions. 
The} may be purchased separately on site. 

$15 x # __ of tickets= 

1/We will ride the bus 0 yes, how many? __ O no 
$75 x # __ of tickets= 
Handicap ----------

1/We will ride the bus D yes, how many?--0 no 

ustainers Party (open to Sustaining member and one guest only) 

Number of tickets (please circle) I 2 

1/We will ride the bus D yes, how many? __ O no 
D yes, how many? __ O no 

D yes, how many?--0 no 
0 yes, how many? __ O no 

$ __ 

$ __ 

$JSK_ 

Convention Registration Fee(s) S 

Special Events 

Additional Tickets 

Total Enclosed 

?? Questions ?? 
Please call the TOMA office 

800/444-8662 

For Office Use Only 

Date received 

Amount $ ------------­

Check Number -----------



"Celebrating 100 Years of 
Osteopathic Education 

in Texas" 
ATIENTION TOMA MEMBERS! 

Are You a Sustainer? 
On Thursday night, June 171h, there is a very special party to say Thank Yo u to 

TOM A's Sustaining Members . 

Sustaining Members "go the extra mile" to support their professional organization. 
Because of our Sustainers, TOMA is able to continue to provide our membership with the 
quality representation, education and information that you expect and deserve. 

Now is the time to become a Sustaining Member of TOMA. Levels of Sustaining 
Membership in addition to your regular dues are: 

SUSTAINING ... . ..... . . $100 
SUSTAINING PLUS •••••• $150 
SUSTAINING P ATRON •••• $250 

Please fill out the form below and send it to TOMA 
along with your convention registration. 

This Year's Sustainers' Party is a "Knight of Fun" at Medieval Times. Participating 
Lords and Ladies will enjoy a reception, four course medieval banquet, and a spectacular 
display of horsemanship and jousting. 

See You There! 

YES, I WOULD LOVE TO BECOME A SUSTAINING MEMBER OF TOMA! 

NAME (Please Print) 

Enclosed please find my check for: 

__ $ 100 to become a Sustaining Member 
__ $ 150 to become a Sustaining Plus Member 
__ $250 to become a Sustaining Patron Member 
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lOOth Annual Convention & Scientific Seminar 
Impressive l ist of "Who's Who" to Speak in Dallas 

Edgar N. Drake, Ph.D. 
Dr. Drake received his Ph .D. degree in 

analyti cal chemistry from Texas A&M 
University. He joined the Chemjstry Facuhy 
at Angelo State University in 1965 and was 
appo inted Professor and Head of th e 
Department in 1989. 

For many years Dr. Drake has conducted research in the 
analy,is of btologtcal trace e lemen ts. Dr. Drake has been actively 
mve~tigating the biochemistry of seleniu m fo r many years and 
hlb lectured to several groups including the Cancer Control 
Counctl of the State of Maryland. Dr. Drake 's principal area of 
research is the relationship between dietary selenium and cancer. 

Nea l A. Pock, D.O., FACOOG 
Dr. Pock has a specialty practice in 08-

GYN in Tyler, Texas. He is a graduate of th e 
University of OkJahoma and Kirksville 
College of Osteopathic Med ic ine. He worked 
in family practice in Tyler, Texas, and did hi s 
residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at 
Kennedy Memorial Hospital, UMC, and 

New Je~y School of Osteopathic Medicine 

Albert H. 0. Yurva ti, D.O., F ICS 
Dr. Yurvati is board certified in cardio­

vascular and thoracic surgery, and is cur­
rently in private pract ice in Fort Worth. He 
is Pres ident-elect of the American Heart 
Association of Metropolitan Fort Worth and 
also serves as Clinical Associate Professor 
of Surgery at the UNT Health Science 

Center at Fort Worth. 

Dr. Yurvati graduated magna cum laude from osteopathic 
school at the University of North Texas Health Science Center at 
Fort Worth. He completed his general surgery residency at Tu lsa 
Regional Med1cal Center in Oklahoma. His cardiothoracic and 
Va.M:ular surgery residency was at the renowned Deborah Heart & 
Lung Center in New Jersey. 

Willia m F. Cothern, D.O ., P.A. 
Or. Cmhern has ded icated hi s medical 

expert ise to providing unique and scientifi­
cally advanced procedures to he lp men and 
women overcome environmental and physi­
cal factors that affect the ski n. Dr. Cothern 
spec ializes in cosmetic skin resurfacing as 
we lt as in glycolic acid pee ls. He opened hi s 

dermatology practice in 1992, and is board certified in dermatol­
ogy and dermatological surgery by the American Osteopathic 
Board of Dermatology 

Dr. Cothern is a graduate of the Texas College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in Fort Worth . 

Leah Lamb, D.O. 

Dr. Lamb is a graduate of the Texas College of Osteopathtc 
Medicine. She is currently the Program Director for the CARE 
Team at Cook County Children's Medical Center in Fort Worth 
and Assistant Clinical Professor at the University of North Texas 
Health Science Center. She is board certified in ped iatrics and 
spec ializes in chi ld maltreatment. Dr. Lamb is responsible fo r 
establ ishing a com prehensive med ica l program in Tarrant Cou nty 
and in ten surrounding counties, to address the needs of abused 
chi ldren and their families. Approximately 3000 ch ildren have 
been seen by the CARE Team since its development in 1994. 

Andrew Miller, M.D. 

Currently Dr. Miller is in Cardiology Practice at the Heart 
Place of Arlington and the Director of the Lipid Clinic and 
Wellness Center. 

Dr. Miller completed his cardi ology fellowship at Baylor 
University Medical Cemer and his transplant cardiology fellow­
ship at the Medical College of Virginia. He is Board Certified in 
Cardiology, lmemal Med icine and Critical Care. 

Cynthia Passmore 

Cynthia Passmore is a member of the 
professional staff of the Family Practice 
Faculty Development Cen ter. She received a 
bache lor of sc ience degree in mathematics 
and a master of arts in behav ioral statistics, 
both from Baylor Univers ity. She has 
recently finished her coursework a1 Baylor in 

pursuit of a Ph.D. in behav ioral statistics. 

M. Beth Kr ugler 
Beth Krugler is an attorney as well as a 

licensed professional couselor. After defend­
ing lawsu its on the side of physicians, nurses 
and hospitals with the law firm of Cantey & 
Hanger, Ms. Krugler joined Burlington 
Northern , practicing in the area of labor rel a­
tions and arbitration . In 1992, Ms. Krugler 

opened her own firm, and today. is actively engaged in the prac­
tice of mediation as well as working as a consu ltant and trainer 
helping organizations and corporations keep in clear focus the 
"people factor" of doing business in today's litigious times. 

Ms. Krugler is a graduate of the Baylor School of Law and 
Texas A & M University. 

Robert W. Haley, M.D. 
Dr. Haley is the Associate Professor of Internal Medicine and 

Director of the Division of Epidemiology in the Internal 
Medicine Department at the University of Texas (UT) 
Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas. He is a graduate of 
Southern Methodist Uni versity in Dallas, and the UT 
Southwestern Medical School at DaJlas. 
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In 1983. Dr. Haley founded the Division of Epidemiology 
and Preventive Medicine in Dallas. He is certified by the 
American Board of Public Health and General Preventive 
Medicine, is Fellow of the American College of Physicians and 
of the American College of Epidemiology, and served as a se nior 
editor of the American Journal of Epidemiology. Dr. Haley is 
li.;ted in Naifeh and Smith's The Best Doctors in America. 

He supervises the Dallas Cou nty HI V/A IDS Preventi on 
Program. His most recent research . funded by the Per01 
Foundation. has been to find the cause of the Gulf War syndrome 
in veterans of the Persian Gulf War. Following publications of 
init ial findings in the January. 1997 issue of The Joumal of the 
American Medical AJsociarion. he has begun a new research pro­
gram. funded by the Department of Defense and the Perot 
Foundation. to ident ify a test and treatments for the ill Gu lf War 
veterans. 

Andrew 0. jamieson, M.D. 
Dr. Jam ieson is a clinical assistant pro­

fessor in the Department of Psychiatry at the 
University of Texas Sou thwest Medica l 
Center. and chainnan of the board and a 
founding partner of Sleep Medi cine 
Assoc iates o f Texas, P.A ., in Dallas. At the 
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas. he is cl inical 

director of the Sleep Medicine Institute 

Dr. Jamieson received his MD degree in \982 from the 
University of North Dakota, completed his residency in internal 
medi cine at Abbott-Northwestern Hospital in Minneapolis, and 
served a fellowship in sleep disorders medicine at the Stanford 
Sleep Clinic in Stanford, California. He is board cert ified in 
internal medicine and sleep medicine. 

He is a member of the American College of Physicians and the 
American Sleep Di sorders Association. among others. He is also 
an alternate delegate for the American Sleep Di sorders Association 
to the American Board of Sleep Medicine. His research foc uses on 
topics such as the comparati ve effi cacy and next-day perfonnance 
of zolpidem and temazepam in transient insomnia 

Carr ington Mason, D.O. 
Dr. Mason is a 1990 gradume of the University of North Texas 

Health Science Center. Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
His internship was served at the Dallas Fort Worth Medical Center 
in Gmnd Prairie. His surgical training began at the Methodist 
Medical Center, Dallas. Texas. and continued a1 Ochsner Cl inic in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Louisiana State University and Ochsner 
Clinic. a combined program, served as training sites fo r his 
Urologic fellowship. Dr. Mli.'!On now practices with the Southwest 
Urology Associates at Methodist Medical Center in Dallas. His 
pructice focuses on issues of urinary incont inence. gen itourinary 
reconstruction. and renal transplammion. 
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Con rad A. Speece, D.O. 
Dr. Speece is a lecturer, author. Pl"al.:t 

tioner, and inventor, who has devoted hh 
year career to treating chronic pain due 
neuro muscular and arthropathic cau\t 
using manual techniques. Currently he 1\ u 
Chai nnan of the Dallas Osteopathic Stu.: 
Group. a think tank on refining and expan.. 

ing the Osteopathic approach to treating the human body. 

Dr. Speece is a graduate of the Kansas City College , 
Osteopathic Medici ne, and is board certified in Family Pra({K, 
He spec iali zes in Osteopathic Manipu lation. He has held p: 
tions that include Chief of Staff at Metropolitan Hospital 
Dall as, Texas. Director of Emergency Room Physicians for Ea 
Town Osteopathic Hospital. Clinical Professor for Extern 
Interns and Residents at Texas College of Osteopathic Mcd1cinc 
and Clin ician for Physician Assistant Program at the Uni\·er. 
of Texas Southwest Medical Center at Dallas. 

Mark A. Baker, D.O. 
Dr. Baker is currently associated With ili. 

Department of Radiology at the Osteopath 
Medical Center of Texas. He is also an~., 
date clinical professor in the Departmem , 
Radiology at the University o f North Tt 
Health Science Center in Fort Worth, and 
the teaching facu lty of the Department ' 

Gross Anatomy. He has a private practice with the We\t-Jdc 
Radio logy Consultants in Fort Worth 

Dr. Baker is a graduate of Howard Payne Un iversity and thr 
Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine . 

PeterS. Rola nd, M.D. 
Dr. Roland is the Vice·Chainnan an.: 

Professor m the Department 
Otolaryngology at the University of Tt 
Southwestern Medical Center, the Chief , 
Otolaryngology at Parkland Memor1 
Hospital, and the Chief of Pediatric Otol~ 
Children 's Medical Center in Dallas. Texa~ H< 

is on the faculty and staff at Zale Lipshey University MC'dl.. 
Center. St. Pauls Hospital and Children's Medical Center. 

Dr. Roland completed hi s medical degree at the Univer~ ~~~ 

Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, and his surgery intem•h 
and o tolaryngology residency at the Hershey Medical Cen1r1 
Hershey, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Roland 's practice is li mited to o10logy, neurotology 
skull base surgery problems associated wi th hearing. ear d1<.ta 

balance disturbance. facial nerve injury. and tumors of the •h 
base including acoustic neuromas 
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Proposed Amendments 
to t he TOMA Bylaws 

As required by Article XI V of tire TOMA Bylaws, the following 
amendments to those Bylaws will be presented to tire TOMA 
House of Delegates for their co11sideration on June 16, 1999. 
As also req,ired by the Bylaws, I am notifying th e TOMA mem­
bf'rship of these proposed amendments from the Committee on 
Constitution, Bylaws and Documents. 

The followmg are the suggested revisions to the TOMA Bylaws 
for consideration at the 1999 meeti ng of the TOMA House of 
Delegates on June 16th. 

(New language is underlined , deleted language is in 1 ].) 

Article II • Membership 

SectiOn I I • Ret1red Membership . A retired member shall have 
been a regular or sustai ning member in good standing for a 
minimum of 5 years in this Association prior to their request 
for retired status with special rases to be reviewed by the 
:Board of Trustees. The member shall be fully retired from 
practice not gainfully employed in any phase of professional 
service hut have not yet achieved the requirements for life 
~- [Retired membership shall be granted by action of 
the Board of Trustees to any regular member who is fully retired 
from practice, but has not yet achieved the requirements for life 
membership j A candidate may be proposed by any member, 
District society, or affiliated organization of thi s Association. The 
proposal shall take the form of a signed petition directed to the 
Board of Trustees. This petition shall ou tline the reason fo r the 

1

' r~equest and contain sufficient information about the candidate to 
pennit JUdicious consideration by the Board. The peti tion shall 
be subscribed to by at least four regular or sustaining members of 
lhis Association and shall , in addition, carry the signature of an 
o fficer of the candidate's District society stating that the candi ~ 
date's District SOCiety concurs with the request. If the candidate 
is deemed acceptable and worthy, the Board will recommend to 
t he House that it grant to the individual Retired Membership 
S uch members shall have all privileges of regular membership. 

Article III • Dues 

'>ection 7 ~ Assoc iate a nd non-resident associate members 
shall pay annual dues of fifty dollars ($50.00) 

A rticle V • Officers 

Section 3 • The Presidem~Elect, in the absence or at the request 
M the President, shall perform the dut ies of that office. In the 
\: ase of mcapacity of the President to conti nue in office, the 
?resJdent~Eiect shall succeed to the office of President for the 
remainder of that term of office. The President~Elect shall ascend 
to the office of President at the time the other officers for the 
\Cming year are inswlled. The President-Elect of TOMA shall 

By Terry R Boucher 
Executh·e Director 

have seryed either as a member of the Board of Trustfl•s or 
an elected officer of this Associa tion or any rombination of 
service in these positions. 

Section 10 ~ In the event the President becomes disabled and 
unable to perform the duties of his office, but does not request the 
Pres ident~Elect to assume the duties of the President, it shall be 
the prerogative of the Board of Trustees to declare the President 
di sabled and request the President~Eiec t to assume the duties of 
the President. Such action can only be taken by a two~thi rds vote 
of a quorum of Board members present and voting ~ 
lar or snerial meeting. 

Section I 1 ~A vacancy occurring on the Board of Trustees shall 
be filled by appointment of the President wi th the approval of the 
majority of the remaining Board of Trustees at any regular or 
special meeting. The successor shall serve unti l the nex t annual 
meeting of the House of Delegates. The House of De legates shall 
fill the remainder of the unexpired term by a majority vote. 

Section 12 - {When an officer fail s to attend two (2) consecutive 
meetings of the Board of Trustees. without proper cause. then the 
seat shall be declared vacant by a majority of the voti ng members 
of the Board of Trustees and the vacancy filled by the Board until 
the next annua l meeting of the House of Delegates.) 
Abandonment of an office will be deemed to occur automati­
cally if an officer is absent from (2l consecutive regular or Sf)f· 
rial meetings without an excuse arreptahle to the f:xecuti\re 

~-

Article VII • Board of Trustees 

Section 9 ~ The board shall have the power, after careful investi ~ 

galion, by a two thirds vote of a quorum of board members pre­
sent and voting, at any regular or special meeting, to remove 
any officer or board member or dismiss any employee of this 
Assoc iation for incompetency, immoral , unethical or profes· 
sional mi sconduct , failure to perform duties of his office, felony 
convictions or due cause. 
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Section 12 - {When a member of the 
Board of Trustees fail s to attend two (2) 
consecutive meetings of the Board of 
Trustees. wi thout proper cause. then the 
seat shall be declared vacant by a two 
thirds majority of the voting members of 
the Board of Trustees and the vacancy 
filled by the Board until the next annual 
meeti ng o f the House of Delegates.] 
Almndonment of a hoa rd seat will he 
drem!•d to ocrur a utomaticall y if a 
hoard member is absent from !2l con­
secutive re1•ular or snecial meetings 
without a n excuse arr eptahlr to the 
Fxecuti n Com mittee 

Section 13 - A vacancy occurring on the 
Board of Trustees by resignation. death, or 
di sablement shall be fi lled by Presidential 
appoi ntment with the approval of the 
majority of remai ni ng Board of Trustees ;!! 
a ny regular or special mN•tin g. The suc­
cessor shall serve until the next annual 
meeting of the House of Delegates. The 
House of Delegates shall fill the remainder 
of the unexpired tenn by a majority vote. 

10 Years Ago in the Texas D.O. 
* The 7 1st Texas Legislatu re wrapped up business on May 29, during which time85~ 
bills had been passed during the 140-day regu lar session. TOMA scored one of~ 
biggest victories in years with the passage of Senate Bill 788. the sample drug bilL Th 
bill allowed physicians to supply pat ients wi th any samples necessary to meet lbo 
patients' immediate needs and/or for as long as deemed feas ible. 

* Also during the session. the much-touted. long studied workers' compensat11 

reform. supposedly the top priority. was a bust. leading Gov. Bill Clements to call fr,r 
special session beginn ing June 20. 

* Texas College of Osteopathic Med icine graduated its I.OOOth osteopathic phys1 ~ 1 

when 103 members of the Class of 1989 received their D.O. degrees. Jeffrey Lee Bun 
ni nth on the alphabetical list of 1989 graduates. became the l ,OOOth graduate. 

* Dallas Southwest Osteopath ic Physicians, Inc .• a non-profit charitable organizatlf 
in the Oak Cli ff section of Dallas. received the 1989 Service Club Award from If-. 

Southwest Region of National Recreation and Parks Assoc iation for support of park ar 
recreational programs in Dallas. The award was presented at the annual meeting 

Tulsa. Oklahoma. 

* The Texas Senate confirmed the appointments of John H. Boyd. D.O .. and Alfred R 
Johnson. D.O .. as members of the board of the Texas State Board of Medical Examioo, 

* Texas D.O. tally - there were 1,538 active licensed D.O.s practicing with Te 
licenses, and 705 out-of-state D.O.s with Texas licenses. This reflected a total of2.~J 

Neil H. Resnik, LUTCF 
"Suving the Financial Concerns of Individuals and Business Proftssionals" 

Medical Insurance for Your Staff 
Retirement Planning Services 

Pension Plans 
life Insurance 

Investment Planning 
Disability Insurance 
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Financial Strategies 
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Osteopathic Community of Texas Represented 
On Capitol Hill Day 

Members of the osteopathic commu­
nity m Texas are making the D.O. differ­
cn~.:e in policymaking and demonstrating 
how D.Os. their spouses and students of 
o~teopathic medicine can innuence 
Wa<.h1ngton policymaking. 

On behalf of nearly 2,500 osteopathic 
phys1~1am. in lhe state of Texas, Russell 
Gamber, D.O., and Shirley Bayles edu­
cated federal policymakers about the 
need!<. of the osteopathic profession and 
quality patient care. Dr. Gamber and Mrs. 
Bayles, two of many participating in the 
Amencan 0">teopathic Association's 
(AOA) Osteopathic Physicians Day on 
Cap11ol Hill, met with Representative Kay 
Granger (R-12th) as wel l as key legislative 

~tatTers from the offices of Senator Phil 
Gramm (R), Senator Kay Bai ley 
Hutchi'ion (R) and Representative Martin 
Fro:.t (D·24th) 

Dr. Gamber 1 ~ an active member of 
the AOA and M~ Bayles serves as the 
Legislative Director to the Auxi liary to 
the American Osteopathic Association 
(AAOA) 

''The contributions our Hill Day partie· 
ipams made to the osteopathic profession 

set an example for others, as their effons 
demonstrate commitment to both D.O. 
cause and action:· says Marcelino Oliva. 
D.O., Chairman of the Council of Federal 
Health Prograrns. "'Their worJ... advances 
the osteopathic community's presence in 
Washington.'' 

In addition to talking to policymakcrs 
about the role of osteopathic phys icians. 
trends in the profession and presence of 
the osteopathic community in individual 
districts. participants advocated on behalf 

of the AOA·endorsed collccl'i\ e bargain1ng 
legi~lation (HR 1304) spon~orcd by 
Representative Campbell (R·CA). Thi, b1ll 
would foster continued patient safety and 
quali ty of care by making antitru~t laws 
apply to negotiations between group<> of 
health care professionals and health plans 
and health insurance issuers in the same 
manner that labor organi zations conduct 
collective bargaini ng under the National 
Labor Relations Act 

With the help of state associmions. prac· 
tice affi liates and others. AOA grassf()()(s 
efTon.s conduct outreach and education that 
stimulates osteopathic professionals and 
patients to infuse their health care knowl· 
edge into the political process. 

At the nex t Hill day. Thursday, 
September 23th, the AOA Washington 
Office of Government Relations will pro· 
vide advocacy resources, district·specific 
profiles and backgrounders. legislative 
education and meetings with Members of 
Congress and thei r staffs. 

Contact Heidi Ann Ecker at 800/962· 
9008 ex t 225 to learn how you can utili.tc 
AOA's Washington Office as a resource 
and become involved! 

Medicare Panel Fails to Reach Consensus on Recommendation 

After a year of meetings, the Nationa l 
Biparti~an Conuniss10n on the Future of 
Medicare. created by Congress and 
Pres1dem Clinton in 1997, fe ll one vote 
shon of reachi ng the consensus needed to 
made a recommendation to Congress. 
Pressure to revamp the program now 
sh1fts to Congres'i and the White House. 

The Commission's recommendation 
focused on making Medicare more like 
prl\ ate health management programs. 
with fewer benefits guaranteed and more 
emphas1s on cost con trol. and with the 
elderly paying more out-o f-pocket 
expen~s for benefi ts. It would al so rai se 
the elig1bility age for Medicare to 67 
from the current 65. 

President Clinton stated that the plan 
didn't go far enough to shore up the health 
care program for the elderly and has 
promised to draft hi s own proposal. Backed 
by most Commission Democrats, President 
Clinton said that Medicare must guarantee a 
generous set of health care benefits to the 
elderly as an entitlement, and they are will· 
ing to conunit a growing share of future 
taxes to pay for it. He wan[S to set aside 15 
percent of the budget surpl us. about $700 
billion. to bolster the program. 

Health and Human Services Secretary 
Donna Shalala, appearing on CBS' "Face 
the Nation ," said the administration opposes 
the commission's idea of increasing the eli· 
gibiliry age from 65 to 67 over 26 years. 

··we did not get elected to increase 
the number of people in thi s country who 
are uninsu red. At the end of the day, we 
ought not make peop le sicker and 
poorer," she said. 

Shalala a lso noted that refonns to 
Medicare must include help for seniors 
buying prescription drugs. an issue which 
is backed by President Clinton. 
Supposedly this was a key reason that the 
Commission's recommendation came up 
one vote shon. The commission 's plan did 
not include a universa l drug benefit; 
instead it called for Medicare to pay for the 
prescription drugs of cenain low·income 
enrollees. 
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.eetteA to. tM c~ 
Dear Mr. Boucher. 

Whm a wonderful faci lity you allowed us to enjoy thi s week! 

Thank you and TOMA for the meeting room, the staff and your gracious hospitality during our visit in Austin . 
Members of the Leadership Fayette County 1999 Class are most appreciative of the opportunity to see and hear about 
the remarkable building where you office. It was a treat and an honor to be able to meet and hear speakers in the con­

ference room. 

I want to particul arly thank Paul a Yeamans and your other staff members for their helpfulness and suggestion s in 

making us fee l welcome 

Agai n, thank you for the use of the faci lities, and we hope you wi11 call upon the La Grange Area Chamber of 

Commerce in the future if we can assist you in any way. 

Sincerely. 

Margo Johnson, President 
La Grange Area Chamber of Commerce 

OFFICIAL STATE NOTIFICATION 
Senate Bill 30 Medicaid Re-enrollment: 

We Need YOU! 
Why do we need you? 

We need you because the Medicaid program needs quality 
providers. The Texas Depanment of Health and the Texas Health 
and Human Services Commission have recently simplified the 
re-enroll ment process to encourage you to re-enroll in the Texas 
Med icaid Program NOW. 

The requirements for Texas Medicaid providers to comply 
with Senate Bill 30 have been reduced to completion of the 
Provider Agreement ONLY, pages 8-1 through 8-9 o f the re­
enroll men! packet. Speci fi cally. providers must submit their 
name and Medicaid numbers on page 8- 1 (and page 8-7, if sign­
ing for more than one provider nu mber) and submit original s ig­
natures in ink on pages 8-7 and 8-8. The signatures do not need 
to be notarized. 

COMPLETED PAGES 8- 1 THROUGH 8-9 OF THE 
PACKET MUST BE POSTMA RKED NO LATER THAN 

MIDNIGHT ON SEPTEMBER I, 1999. FOR A PROVIDER 
TO BE RE-ENROLLED IN THE MEDICAID PROGRAM. 

AVO ID THE RUS H AND SUBMIT YOUR PAC KET 
NOW! 

If )OU ha\e gathered information requested in the remainder 
of the re-cnrollment packet, you are encouraged to submit that 
infommtion "hen submiuing your provider agreement to NHIC. 
Feder.&! and state law require providers to keep the state infom1ed 
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with up-to-date information by 
Enro llment Depanment in writing. After September l , 1999.et 
state w ill fo llow-up with providers regarding thi s informat10a. I 
you have questio ns about the enrollment or re-enron.­
processes. please call NHIC's Customer Service Departna 
# I -800-925-9 I 26. 

ENROLLMENT PROCESSES FOR NEW PROVIDERS 
HAVE NOT CHANGED. 

Here are some lips fo r completing the provider agrttmtll: 

I. Get a comprehensive list of all your current bi ll ing and pet 
fa nning provider numbers from your billing office/agent. 
2. If you have 2 or more provider numbers. list them in llr 

addendum statement on the bottom of 8-7 and sign in ink. 
3. Group/billing provider nu mbers cannot include their ~ 
forming provider numbers in the addendum statement {I{ lbr 

agreement. 
4 . Each provider must complete Attachment I, page 8-8 ol tlv 

Prov ider Agreement in its entirety by completing both stl'' 
check boxes and signing the bottom of the page as the '"Pott:ll 1 

Contractor:· 
5. A ll three signatures should be the signing authority for dllll 
provider numberls and should be the same person on page'-·· 
through 8-8 for all signature lines 
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ON fEDERAL AGENCIES 

Regulations, reimbursement changes and reverberations that could affect D.O.s 

Immigration and Naturalization 
Service Recognizes D.O.s 

Effective March 22. 1999, licensed 
osteopath ic physicians have the authority 
to detennine which immigrants are eligi­
ble for disability status under the specifi­
cations of Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) form N-648. The Service 
amended its rule February I 8. 1999. 

On March 19. 1997. the INS pub­
lished a final rule in the Federal Register 
establish ing an administrative process to 
adjudicate requests for exceptions from 
the English and Civics requirements of 
the Imm igration and Nmionality Act. by 
persons with physical or developmental 
disabili ties. or mental impairments. D.Os 
were not included in that rule and there­
fore were not authorized to determine dis­
abili ty status of immigrants. 

AOA been in close contact with INS 
regarding the recog nition of D.Os. 
Thirteen commentors also requested that 
the Service add licensed doctors of osteo­
pathic medicine to the list of health care 
providers (licensed medical doctors and 
licensed clinical psychologists) autho­
rized to complete the Form N-648 

INS reviewed individual state licens­
ing procedures. academic requirements. 
and credentials for licensed medical doc­
tors and licensed osteopathic doctors. The 
INS concluded that D.Os have compara­
ble tra ining and knowledge to be autho­
rized to complete the fo rm N-648. 

Editor's Note: Cmvf Monaco is the 
/It'll' Assistallf Director for Gowmunent 
Refmions/ Regulatory Affairs in AOA 's 
Ubshington office, cmd the new editor of 
AOA Eye on Federal Agencies. Carof has 
eight yetlrs t'\fH'rience cm·ering pf1ysician 
rtfmlmrsement and rrg1datory issiii'S, and 
she wiff /..t't'f1 \'011 llfJ-10-dcue on the lau•st 
rrg11/awrv chtmgt>s commg 011t of the Jed­
t'ml gm'*'"""t-'m. If \ 'Oil htll't' (Ill)' com-
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menlS or suggestions, or to receive future 
issues via email. contact Carol Motwco at 
202-414-0145 or cmonaco@aoa-net.org. 

News on Nominations 

AOA has nominated the following 
fou r candidates to the Medicare 
Coverage Ad visory Committee 

January 29· 
Judith A. O'Connell, D.O. ; Boyd. 

R. Buser, D.O.; Richard J. Snow. D.O. : 
and Debra A. Smith, D.O. HCFA is 
currently reviewing all nominations 
and will choose 120 committee mem­
bers over the next few months 

AOA Calls on HCFA to 
Discontinue Prepayment Reviews 

Karen Nichols. D.O .. of Mesa, Ariz., 
testified on behalf of the Ameri can 
Osteopathic Association at the Practicing 
Physician Ad visory Council meeti ng 
March 15, concern ing the admini strative 
burden in complying with Medicare, ElM 
documentation guidelines, and prepay­
ment reviews. 

The AOA requested I ) HCFA discon­
tinue audits of ElM codes until a new ver­
sion of the guidelines has been finalized. 
pilot tested and physicians and carriers 
are educated; and 2) The prepayment 
review process be e liminated a nd that out­
lier cases should be subject to post-pay­
ment review through an independent 
process us ing osteopathic physicians to 
review other osteopathic phys icians. 

On hand for the tes timony was 
Stephen Gleason, D.O .. Senior Medical 
Advisor, HCFA's Office of the 
Administrator. who is heading HCFA's 
Physicians Regulatory Issues Team 
(PRIT). PRIT's purpose is to review fed­
eral regulations affecting physicians for 
conflict and sheer volume. and make rec­
ommendations to HCFA. 

Medicare+Choice 
Year 2000 Payment Rates 

Announced March 1 

Medicare payments to managed c~. 

plans in year 2000 will include a blend, 
local and national payment rates. I)U( 

the Balanced Budget Act 1997 (BBA Qi 
the county rates paid to plans in 1\J<. 

became the basis for all future paymen· 
The Jaw sets each county's rate at tt.... 

highest of three amounts. The fint ,. 
minimum 2% increase over the pr 
year's amount; the second is a guaranlt' 
minimum known as a floor payment. 
the third is a blending of local 11· 

national rates. 

In 2000, 63% of the counties natl<>l 
ally wi ll receive blended paymenL~- Th 
final estimate of the national per cap 
Medicare+Choice growth rate is 5.04 
for aged beneficiaries next year. Sl'f' 
counties will receive more than 5.().i 
others will receive less. 

wi ll receive the guaranteed minimum 
2% increase. The monthly floor payrnr 
rate, which affects about 27~ ol 
counties nationally, will increase 5.1

: 

for aged beneficiaries. In the 63Cl of· 
counties that receive the blended ll 
payment rates will range from sh~' 
more than 2% to about 18%. 

County rates in the year 2000 "' 
a lso be adjusted to reflect the k• 
status (risk adjustment) of Medicart bt' 
eficiaries enrolled in M+C as reqUirtd 
BBA 97. The ri sk adjustments ~~~~ 
phased in over 5 years and will incR 
payments to plans with the ~J(l 
patients. For next year, only 10'1- 11' 

plan's payment for each beneficial')"' 
be calcu lated based on the neY. • 
adj usters. while 90% will be based on 
current system which is based on lk1 
graphic factors such as age and se..; 
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In addition to releasing the payment 
rates. HCFA has also amended the M+C 
intenm final rule, wh ich was published 
June 26. 1998. This fina l rule, released in 
the 2/17/99 Federal Register, addresses 
guaranteed issue for Medigap insurance, 
\(X:dal elect ion enrollmenl, notification 
of rule changes, access to services, initial 
care as~essments, involuntary termina~ 

tJOO\, and provider participation rules. 
"J'1'w eftect1ve date is March 19, 1999. 
HCFA w1ll publish a comprehensive 
M+C tina! rule later in 1999 

National Practitioner 
Data Bank Fee 

Effective March I, 1999, the National 
PractJlJOncr Data Bank began charging a 
SIO fee per M:Jf.query to recover its costs 
(3/IN9 Federal Register). NPDB will con­
tmue to ioend a copy of every report 
~etved by the databank for purposes of 
\enficatiOn and dispute resolution to the 
practitioner whose name was submitted­
free of charge. Health and Human Services 
IS also lookmg into the possibility of an 
mtcmet-ba~d self-query process. If 
implemented, costs savings will be passed 
onto the queries. 

MedPAC Reviews Graduate 
Medical Education Funding 

How to handle Graduate Medical 
Educatton fundmg likely will be in the 
August report of the Medicare Payment 
Advisory Commiss ion. MedPAC is cur­
rentl)' studying different opti ons such as: 
I. Contmue Medtcare's current po licy; 

keep hospital spec ific payments or 
move to national payment rates. 

2 Remove GME from Medicare but 
con tinue supporting with federa l 
funds through appropriations or trust 
fund 

3. Eliminate support . 

Further discussions on GME funding 
are expected at MedPAC's April meeting. 

Additionally, MedPAC released its 
report to Congress. The commiss ion 's 
repon included recommendations on 
Medtcare+Choice; the acute care hospital 
inpatient proo;pective payment system; 
pa)'ment~ for facilities exempted from the 
acute care prospective payment system; 
de,·elopment of new payment systems for 
post-acute care providers; modification of 

payment for services provided in ambu la­
tory care facilities; continued reform of 
the Medicare fee schedule for physic ians, 
and the composite rate for outpatient dial­
ysis services. 

Are Your Vaccination Publications 
Up to Date? 

Effective June I, 1999, each heahh 
care provider who admin isters any vac­
cme that contains hepatitis B, 
Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib), 
varicella (chickenpox), measles, mumps, 
or rubella vaccines shall (prior to admin­
istering the vaccine) provide a copy of the 
relevant vaccine information materials to 
the parent or legal representari ve of any 
child who is being vacc inated and to any 
adult who is be ing vaccinated. By no later 
than June I, 1999, prov iders must replace 
their Meas les, Mumps, Ru bella Vaccine 
In fo rmation Materi als, dated June 10, 
1994, with the December 16, 1998 revised 
Meas les, Mumps, Rubell a mate ri als 
Health care providers shall note in each 
patient 's permanent medical record at the 
time vaccine informati on materials are 
provided indicating ( I) the edition date of 
the materia ls distributed and (2) the date 
these materials were provided . Please 
Note: Beginning as soon as possible after 
February 23, 1999, health care providers 
should di stribute copies of the interim 
polio vaccine information materials, dated 
February I, 1999, in place of the February 
6, 1997 version of the polio materials. For 
more information on how to get the 
updated mater ia ls, contact the AOA 
Washington office at202-414-0145. 

GAO Report 
HCFA's Method for PE-RVUs 

Acceptable, but Problems Persist 

The General Accounting Office has 
concluded th at Hea lth Care Financ ing 
Administration's new methodology for 
ca lculating resource-based practice 
expense relative va lue units (PE-RVUs) is 
an acceptable approach and noted that 
HCFA used the best data available for cre­
ating the new values. However, the GAO 
says that questi ons about data and under­
lyi ng methodology need to be addressed 
before the new RVUs are completely 
phased in. HCFA needs a strategy to 
refine the PE-RYUs during the three-year 

phase-in period that focuses on the \\.-eak­
nesses that have the greatest impact on the 
RYUs. The GAO makes the following 
recommendations; 

Use sensitivity analysis to identify 
issues with the methods that have the 
greatest effect on the new practice 
expense RVUs and to target addi­
tional data collection and analysis 
efforts. 

- Develop plans for updating the PE­
RVUs that address how to I) assign 
practice expense RVUs to new codes, 
2) rev ise the RVUs fo r existing 
codes, and 3) meet the legislative 
requirement for a comprehensive 5-
year review of the resou rce based 
practice expense RVUs. 
Monitor indi cators of patient access 
to care focusing on procedures with 
the greatest reductions in Medicare 
paymen ts and consider access prob­
lems when eva luating physician pay­
ment system 

The full GAO report is available on 
the GAO web si te at www.gao.gov. The 
report number is HEHS-99-30. 

Are You Y2K Compliant? 

The Hea lth Care Financing 
Administration has announced that it will 
be ready to process claims Jan . I, 2000. 
The key question is are providers ready to 
send Y2K compliant claims to thei r carri­
ers? And it 's not on ly claims that you 
have to be concerned abou t when it comes 
to Y2K compliance. HCFA has some sug­
gestions fo r the health care communi ty: 

Become aware of how Y2K can 
affect you r systems. Anything that 
depends on a microchip or date entry 
could be affected. List every item and 
organization that you depend on and 
who depend on you, particularly ones 
that you cannot live without. 

Assess the readiness of everything 
you have on you r list. Contact your 
hardware and software vendors or 
access key in fonnation from various 
web sites. Contact your maintenance 
and service con tractors. 

Update or replace systems. 

Test your existing and newly pur­
chased systems and software. Keep 
track of you r test plans. Test your 
Electron ic Data Interchange (EDI) 
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with one or more of your payers. 
including Medicare. Make sure your 
eight -digit date format does not 
change to ,; 1900" instead of 2000. If 
1he date does not change properly, 
your claims will be denied. 

Develop contingency plans in case 
something goes wrong. Focus on 
areas that would be most problematic 
for you and your patients. 

For more Y2K information, you can 
call 1-800-958-HCFA or check HCFA's 
web site: www.hcfa.gov/y2k . For the 
latest information on the Food & Drug 
Administration 's Y2k progress, check its 
web site at www.fda.gov. For the 
Veterans' Administration, check its web 
site at www. va.gov/year2000. 

HCFA extends deadline 
for proposal comments 

You still have time to send in your 
comments on HCFA's proposals for the 
hospital outpalient prospective payment 
system and the update of rate-setting, 
methodology, payment rates. payment 
policies and list of Ambu latory Surgical 
Center procedures. HCFA has extended 
the deadline to June 30. 1999. For the 
ASC proposal, mail your written com­
ments (one original and three copies) to 
HCFA. Dept. of HHS. Attention: HCFA 
1885-P. P.O. Box 26688, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21207-0488. For the 
Outpatient Prospective Payment pro­
posal. mail your comments to the same 
address. attention: HCFA-1005-P. Or you 
may deliver your comments to one of the 
following : Room 443-G. Hubert 
Humphrey Building, 200 Independence 
Ave. SW, Washington D.C. . 2020 1 or Rm 
C5-09-26 Central Building. 7500 
Security Bl vd .. Baltimore , Maryland 
21244- 1850. 

TOMA 
WEB SITE 

WWW.TXOSTEO.ORG 
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HEALTH NOTES 
Viagra's Labeling Updated Following Reaction Reports 

The maker of Viagra (sildenafil) has updated the product's labeling in respon"t 11 
adverse reaction reports the company and the FDA have received since the drug wem o.­

the market last year. 

The new labeling. revised in consultation with the FDA, addresses postmark~tm• 
reports of heart attacks. sudden cardiac death. and high blood pressure. A causal rela 
tionship has not been established from these reports. The new information is intende~ ll 
keep consumers and doctors fully informed about the risks and benefit s ofViagra, a dru 
that the agency says is safe and effective if used according to the updated labeling. 

The new labeling advises doctors that treatments for impotence, including Viagra, gen­
erally shou ld not be used in men for whom sex:ual activity is inadvisable because of th( 1; 

underlying cardiovascular status. Also. it advises doctors to be especially cautious in prt 

scribing Viagra to patients who have had a heart attack, stroke or li fe-threatening arrhyth 
mia within the past six: months; significant hypotension or hypertension: a histOf) 01 
cardiac failure or coronary artery disease with unstable angina; and reti nitis pi gmento~ 

The labeling also warns about the risk of painful, prolo nged erections in men who u"' 
the drug and adv ises patients to seek immed iate med ical attention if their erection l:bt 

longer than four hours 

The new label information augments the original label information, wh ich watlk:< 

against the joint use of Viagra and nitrates. 

Health care professionals should report unexpected adverse and serious react1on 
associated with Viagra use to thedrug"s manufacturer. pfizer Inc., at 800-438-1985; <X"t' 
FDA's MedWatch program at 800-FDA-1088. 

FDA Approves New Device to Remove Blood Clots from Coronary Arteries 

The Food and Drug Admini strat ion has approved a new medical device for remo\ln 
blood clots from blocked heart arteries or bypass grafts prior to angioplasty. The deHI 

will provide an alternative treatment to so-called clot busting drugs, and will be partt(U 

larly useful for pat ients in whom these drugs can not be used. 

The product, the AngioJet System, rece ived expedited review by the FDA. It 'a ;!.) 

approved less than six months after receipt of a marketi ng application from the mJI~U­

facture r. Possis Medical, of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The device is a coronary catheter system that shoots a jet of saline solution back int• 
the tip of the catheter to suck out blood clots. Treatment with this device takes about (J(lC 

minute. Once the blood clot is removed, the patient can then undergo angioplasty. 

Approval of the AngioJet System was based on review of clinical studies of salfl' 

and effectiveness conducted by the manufacturer. 

The company studied 73 1 people at 4 1 medical centers in the United States ap.; 

Canada who had come to the hospital with symptoms of a hean anery blockage. In 
study, 180 were treated with AngioJet and \69 were treated with urokinase, a clot-bu 
ing drug. The study showed that AngioJet was simil ar in effectiveness to urokinase 

In another study, 105 patients who could not be treated with clot-busting drugs '"n 
treated with AngioJet. The study showed the device to be simi larly effective in ~ 
patients. Another study showed that AngioJet could be effectively used along with otlr 
treatments to remove blood clots during a heart attack 

The AngioJet System was previously approved to treat blood cots in dialysis graft 

(Soura: FDA Talk Pa~r, March 15, 1999) 
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Liver Risk Warning Added to Parkinson 's Drug 

The FDA and the maker of Tasmar (tolcapone), a drug for 
treating Parkinson's disease, have warned doctors about three 
fatal liver injuries assoc iated with the drug and have recom· 
mended signifi cant changes in how it is used . 

Worldwide, about 60,000 patients have taken Tasmar, a drug 
appro\-·ed in 1997 to augment treatment with two other 
Parkmson's drugs, levadopa and carbidopa. The three deaths 
amount to a rate of about one reported death for every 20,000 
pat1enrs using the drug. 

La~t November, Tasmar manufacturer Hoffmann-La Roche 
Int., alerted doctors that the drug's labeling had changed to limit 

1,, use to patients who do not have severe movement abnormali­
ues and who do not respond to or who are not appropriate candi­
date~ for other available treatments. 

The new warning calls for liver monitoring every two weeks, 
more frequently than previously recommended. Doctors also 
should advise patients to monitor themselves for signs of li ver 
di.)east ~;uch as jaundice, fatigue, or loss of appetite. If patients 
fail to show substan tial benefit s within the fi rst three weeks of 
treatment, they should be withdrawn from the drug. 

FDA emphasizes that patients should not stop taking Tasmar 
without first speaking to their doctors. Abrupt withdrawal or 
reductiOn in dose can lead to a return of symptoms or other, more 
serious, complications. All cases of serious liver injury occurri ng 
m Parkinson'!> patients, whether on Tasmar or another drug, 
' hould be reported to FDA's MedWatch program, or to Roche 
Laboratories at 800-526-6367. 

Glass Capillary Thbes: Joint Safety Advisory 
about Potential Risks 

The FDA, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOS H) of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), and the Occupational Safe ty and Health 
Admimstration (OS HA) are ale rt ing health care professionals to 
the potent1al risk of injury andlor infection from bloodborne 
pathogens, including HJV, hepatitis B and hepatiti s C viruses, 
due to accidental breakage of glass capillary rubes, and recom­
mend cenain steps that can minimize the risk. 

Background 

Glass capi llary tubes are used for the collection of blood in a 
variety of healthcare settings, including hospitals, ambulatory 
care facilities, physicians' offices, blood donation faciliti es and 
blood testing centers. Acc idental breakage of these slender, frag­
Ile tubes has been reported when the tubes are inserted into putty 
to be sealed and duri ng centri fugation. Breakage of the tubes 
dunng putty in sertion may result in a penelrating wound and 
blood mocu lation to the user. One such injury resulted in the 
tran~miss ion of HIV to a phys ic ian who has since di ed of AIDS. 
Gla!.~ capillary tu bes can break during centrifugati on and cause 
blood to splatter, potenti all y exposing personnel to bloodborne 
pathogens. The broken glass fragments can injure the user, resu lt­
mg m a percutaneous exposure to blood. 

At one acute care faci lity, the injury rate associated with glass 
capi llary tubes was 2.6 per 100.000 tubes purchased in 1992. 
Approximately 108 million glass capill ary tubes are sold each 
year in the United States, suggesting that approx imately 2,800 
injuries may occur nationwide if a similar injury rate occu rs at 
other healthcare faci lities. Two systems for surveillance of hos­
pital-based healthcare worker injuries have reported injuries 
from glass capill ary rubes, some of which caused blood exposure 
and resulted in the need for antiretroviral post-exposure prophy­
lactic therapy. 

Recommendations 

To reduce the ri sk of injury due to breakage of capillary 
tubes, FDA, NIOSH and OSHA recommend that users consider 
blood collection dev ices less prone to accidental breakage, 
including: 

I) Capillary tubes that are not made of glass, 
2) Glass capillary tubes wrapped in puncture-resistant fi lm, 
3) Products that use a method of sealing that does not require 

manually pushing one end of the tube into putty to fo rm a 
plug, or 

4) Products that allow the blood hematocrit to be measured 
without centrifugation. 

Although FDA, NIOSH and OSHA cannot recommend spe­
cific products, blood-collection devices with these characteristics 
are currently available, and their use may reduce the risk of 
injury and blood exposure 

Reporting and Recordkeeping 

The Safe Medical Devices Act (S MDA) of 1990 requires hos­
pitals and o ther user fac ilities to report deaths, seri ous illnesses, 
and injuries associated with the use of medical devices, including 
capillary tubes. Readers should follow procedures established by 
their own faci lit ies for such mandatory reporting of adverse 
events. Practitioners who become aware of any medical device­
re lated adverse eve nt or product problem/malfunction should 
report to thei r desig nated Medical Dev ice User Fac ility 
Reporting contact person. Even if a medical device-related inci­
dent or product qu ality problem is not required to be reported 
under the SMDA, health professionals are encouraged to report 
any medical device related concerns to MedWatch, the FDA's 
voluntary reporting program. Submit reports to MedWatch by 
phone at 800-FDA- 1088; by FAX at 800-FDA-0 178; via the 
MedWatch website at www. fda.gov/medwatch, or mai l to 
MedWatch, FDA, HF-2, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockvi lle, MD 
20852-9787. 

Occ upational illnesses and injuries sustained from capi llary 
tubes may be recordable under OSHA's recordkeeping require­
ments (see 29 CFR Part 1904: Recording and Report ing 
Occupati onal Inj uries and Illnesses). Additionall y, post-exposure 
fo llow-up fo r employees may be ind icated (see OSHA's 
Instruc tion CPL 2-2.44C [March 6, 1992]: Enforcement 
Proced ures for the Occupationa l Ex pos ure to Bloodborne 
Pathogens Standard, 29 CFR 1910. 1030). 
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ATOMA News 
ATOMA Funds Annual Report 

ByKartRS. Worrdl 
ATOMA funds Chair 

This year's raffle will be held on President's Night, June 19. 
at the Inter-Continental Hotel in Dallas during TOMA's Annual 
Convention & Scientific Seminar. We are planning a Si lent 
Auction on June 17th and 18th, during which time a ll auction 
items will be on display in the exh ibit hall. I have sent a le tter to 
all ATOMA district members asking for their support in selling 
raffle tickets and securi ng donations for the Silent Auction. 
{Editor's 11ote: this leiter is pri11ted below.] 

There will be a raffle ticket drawing for three big prizes · I) 
a four day/four night trip for two to Banff or Whistler, Canada; 
2) a fur coot donated by Morris Kaye & Sons Fine Furs; and 3) a 
globe made of semi -precious gemstones and solid brass 

Rafne ticket holders need not be present to win. We will have 
a booth in the exhibit hall and will ask for staffing from the SAA. 
We will also sell raffle tickets at the door on President 's Night. 

The Silent Auction will take place June 17th and 18th in the 

exhibit hall. 

Many thanks to Peggy Rodgers, Darlene Way, Shirley Bayles 
and Kathy Speece for all of their hel p in making this year's 
fundraiser a success 

(The following is the feller that was sem to ATOM A district 
members. Tickers can be purchased prior to the convention from 
any ATOM A board member or from your local ATOM A district. 
Tickets will also be available for purchase at the convention). 

Dear Auxiliary Member: 

The 100th Annual Convention and Scientific Seminar of the 
Texas Osteopathic Medical Association will be here before we 
know it! I am writing to you to request a donation for the annual 
fundraiser. This year we have three big prizes: 

'Cc A four day/four night trip for two to Banff or Whistler, 
Canada (winner's choice), including round trip airfare and 
fi rs t class hotel accommodations. The winner may choose to 
take the trip at any time during the year. 

t'r A fur coat donated by Morri s Kaye & Sons fine Furs of 
Dallas. Texas. 

1,..'r A world globe made of semi-precious gemstones and a solid 
brass base. The gemstones include amethyst, opal, blue 
topaz. tiger's eye. turquoise, and agate. among others 

I am sending you a number of raffle tickelS to sell. The tick­
ets" ill be non-refundable for cash and the purchaser need not be 
present to win. Consequently. we can feel free to sell tickets to 
our friends. relath·es. neighbors and business associates. know­
mg that their chances of winning are as good as the chances of 
tho'e anending the comention. 

Our Silent Auction" ill be held June 17th and 18th during the 
Annual Comention m the Inter-Continental Hotel in Dallas. This 
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is where you can really make a difference. We would like e~~.;t. 
district auxiliary to donate a gift for the auction. Example, ..• 
gifts are a small trip for two. a case of wine. dinner for t\\.o. _]('" 
elry, a cash donation. football tickets or a gift basket 

Hopefully. by having more prizes we can generate more cur, 
tri butions. The success of this year's fundraiser depends on th.. 

support of all auxi liary members. 

I hope that you and your district will participate in this )(ar·· 

fundraiser and support the state auxiliary. Please mai l any mur. 
etary donations, as well as proceeds from ticket sales, to trw: J 

the following address: Karen S. Worrell , ATOMA Funds Cha11 

92 17 Middle Glen Drive. Dallas, TX 75243. Please drop fll( a 
n01e if you or your auxiliary decides to contribute a gift to th. 

Silent Auction. 

Your help is greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance 1 

your support . I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sin!.:erth 

Karen S. Woi'Ttl 
ATOMA Funds en.,, 

ATOMA Nominating Committee Report 
By Peggy Rodgers, Chair 

ATOMA Nominating Committee 

The ATOM A Nominating Committee has presented the \lak 

of officers in the Texas D.O . prior to the convention so that ~··~ 

may fami liarize yourselves with whom you will be voting for J! 

the ATOM A House of Delegates 

ATOM A slate of officers for 1999-2000: 

President - Mr. Lewis Isenberg 
President-elect - Mrs. Tami Prangle 
Vice President - Mrs. Pam Adams 

Recording Secretary - Mrs. Barbara Galarneau 
Treasurer- Mrs. Susan Selman 

The ATOMA Nominating Committee would like to spoth 
Mrs. Susan Selman and Mrs. Pam Adams in thi s issue. 

Treasurer Nominee 
Mrs. Susan Selman 

Mrs. Selman is a lifelong resident of Fort Worth. She ..-,QB, 
as a legal secretary for 27 years, the last \ 8 of which "'ere ~rr 
at Shannon, Gracey, Ratl iff & Mi ller. She is now a Mary ~ 
consultant in qualification for directorship. Mrs. Selman earnr• 
her first Mary Kay car last month. 

She and her husband, Duane, who works ful ltime in the cmc! 
gency room at North Hills Hospital, are the parents of two !o>tlll' 

Weston. 21. is a student at Tarrant County Junior College~ 
Carter. 16. is a student at Kennedale High School. 

Mrs. Selman is act ively involved in ATOMA District II aJliJ 
the current vice president. She enjoys traveling, teachmg .J.1 

care. promoting osteopathic medicine, reading, and yard ,ud 
(not necessari ly in that order). 
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Vice President Nominee 
Mrs. Pam Adams 

Ml'}. Adams has an R.N. degree and is director of the 
Qccupauonal Health Department at the Osteopathi c Medical 
Center of Texas. She is president of ATOMA District II and 
ATOMA recording secretary. She is also a board member of the 
Women's Center of Tarrant County, the Women's Club of Fort 
Worth and the Symphony League of Fort Worth . 

ATOMA ts very proud to have these nominees for the 
AlOMA board. It always seems that those who are busy find the 
tinte to .!.erve on the board and to promote osteopathic medicine . 
Ph!a-.e constder this when the Nominati ng Committee call s. 
ATOMA need~ your support and we definitely will support you 
~hen you make the commitment 

Please send in your delegates' names and plan to auend the 
ATOMA House of Delegates meeting in Dallas thi s year. We 
look forward to see ing you in Dallas, June 17-20. 

Second Annual ATOMA Golf Tournament 
By Peggy Rodgers. Chair 
ATOM A Golf Tournament 

Join m the centennial celebration of 100 years of osteopathic 
educatton m Texas, and support the Texas Osteopathic Medical 
A~~ociat10n '~ Auxiliary at thi s year's golf tournament. Proceeds 
recei\ed from the tournament wi ll be used by ATOMA to provide 
scholarshtps to TCOM studen ts, to support the Educational 
Endowment Fund, the Impai red Physicians Fund and the 
National Ad Campaign. 

The Golf Tournament will be held Friday, June 18, in Dallas at 
the Buffalo Creek Golf Club, in conjunction with the TOMA IOOth 
Annual Convention and Scientific Seminar. As in the past, the tour­
nament will be coordinated and sponsored by Dean/Jacobson 
Financial Services and Heahhcare Insurance Services. 

We are in the process of looking for add it ional sponsors for 
thts event. As a major sponsor, your company/office will receive 
spec ial recognition in publicat ions assoc iated with the tourna­
ment 

The lnels of sponsorships are: 

Photo Shots Sponsor ($750) - entitles the sponsor to have their 
company's name embossed on the souvenir photo holder along 
Wtth ATOMA's name, a tee sign and special recognition in the golf 
program, and a complimen tary twosome in the golf tournament. 

ATOMA Gold ($650)- Entitles the company/donor to have a tee 
s•gn, a complimentary twosome in the golf tournament and spe­
Cial recognition at the course and in the golf program. 

ATOMA Sil ver ($400) - Entitles the company/donor to have 
recogmtton in the program, tee sign on the golf course, and a 
complimentary player in the golf tournament. 

A'l 0\fA Tee-Sign ($100) • Entitles the company/donor to a tee­
~•gn at the golf tournament and special recognition in the program. 

-:r ATOM A wi ll also recognize each donor, for each leve l, in the 
Texas D.O. magazine after the tournament 

Proceeds from the ATOM A Golf Tournament will help con­
tinue the Auxi liary's mission to support osteopathic medicine. If 
your company or office would like to participate, please return 
the sponsorship form be low to: ATOMA , c/o Peggy Rodgers. 
3 177 Melstone. Arlington, TX 760 16. 

1999 A UXILIARY TO THE 
TEXAS O STEOPATHIC MEDICAL A SSOCIATION 

GoLF SPONSORSHIP 

My company/offi ce would like to support the ATOMA 
Golf Tournament at the fo llowing level: 

__ ($750) Photo Shots Sponsor 

__ ($650) ATOM A Gold Sponsor 

__ ($400) ATOMA Si lver Sponsor 

__ ($ 1 00) ATOMA Tee-S ign Sponsor 

Company/OfficeName 

Contact Name 

Address: 

City: State· 

Zip: _____ _ 

Phone: ( 

FAX:( 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO: 
ATOMA 

lf paying by Cardit Card 

D MasterCard D VISA D AmEx press D Discover 

Credit Card Number 

Credit Card Signature 

Expiration Date _____ _ 

Sponsorship: 

Additional Players: #_x $ 125.00 = $ ____ _ 

TOTAL 

MAIL FORM AND CHECK TO 
Mrs. Peggy Rodgers, 3711 Melstone 

Arlington, TX 76016 
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Smart Tax Moves Can Reap 
Benefits 
What if your employer or accountant informed you that starting next 
year, you won 't collect a single paycheck until May 10? Just think 
despite lhe long hours and hard work, you wouldn't begin earning a 
salary until almost halfway through the fifth month of the year 

If you were like most Americans, you wouldn't stand for this type of 
arrangement. But whether you know it or not, this is the effect taxes 
have on your salary. 

May 10111 was estimated to be "Tax Freedom Day" in 1998, or the 
day until which the average employee needed to work to pay his or 
her taxes for the entire year. 1 Broken down further, this amounts to 
about three hours of work out of an eight-hour day that go toward 
each American's tax bill 

While this illustration demonstrates • perhaps too effectively • the 
tax bite Americans pay each year, it also reinforces the need for 
cffecti..-e tax-free and tax-deferred investing and sman money-saving 
moves. We all have an obligation to pay our fair share of taxes, but 
why pay e..-en a dollar more than necessary? 

There arc several potentially beneficial tax-fee and tax-deferred 
investment vehicles available. By utilizing tax-exempt investments, 
you may be able to grow your money while keeping more of what 
you cam. The following arc some ideal techniques to t.ry to case the 
pain of tax time come April 15 

Take advantage of a tax-deferred retirement plan Most 
orgaruzations offer (and self-employed individuals can establish) 
some sort of Profit Sharing plan. These plans allow for 
contributions to be made to a retirement account before taxes are 
laken out. Using the maximum allowable contribution of 15 percent 
of salary for the Profit Sharing plan as a guideline, let 's look at how 
a physician making $160,000 thi s year can benefit. She contributes 
the maximum $24,000 to her plan, bringing her taxable income to 
S\36,000. As you can see from the table below, our hypothetical 
physician gains a laX benefit of O\'Cr $7,000 from investing the 
max1mum in her Profit - · · 

Another inveslmcnt vehicle that can potentially save you tax dol!.n 
is the Roth IRA. This retirement account features many optioru fit 
investors seeking tax-free growth of earnings and quahf10.. 
withdrawals., The guidelines for making contributions, wtuch 1ft 

made with after-tax funds, are similar to the traditional IRA,"-" 
there are significant ditTcrences affecting deductions, distnbut1c.~ 
and withdrawals. A married couple investing $4,000 per year ID' 

individual Roth IR.As would have a combined total of S657,97t 
available tax-free after 30 years. 5 This money can even be left fer 
children if desired, unlike with the traditional IRA. However, tha 
are income restrictions that limit or prohibit taxpayers' ab1iltj 
uti! ize Roth IRAs. 

Other investments include tax-free municipal bonds- and ta.• 
deferred annuities - for infonnation or advice on these and otbt­
investment vehicles, give us a call 

So while most Americans take quite a hit at tax time, there 
potential to trim the amount you owe Uncle Sam. Tax-advan~qo. 

investing can help you keep every dollar that is rightfully )tllln 

Because let 's face it: Tax Freedom Day is one day we would aiiiU.; 
to get out of the way as soon as possible 

The Tax FoundatiOn, 1998 
1 Taxes art du1 upon wllhdrD'OI'D/. Addwonally. /Hnaltiu may also ope 

to w11hdrawois pr~or to age j9 !1, 
RestriCtiOns. penalties and taxes may apply. 
Assumes JOml return wllh 3 personal deductions and sraiiQII 
deductions. 
Assummg a /0% onnuol return. Th1s hypothetrca/ uomp/1 II 

1llusrral11't purposes only and u not md1cat1ve of ony portl(o 
mvestment. Auummg the account hos been held at Ieos/ five ,.., 
fondsarea\!Oiiabletax-freeotageJ9Y, 

1 Afay be sub;ectto other taxes such as alttrnDII»t mm1mum tax. sl'* 
/oca/ta.r:es. 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 
New Medicaid Pathology 

Billing Policy Delayed 

The March I, 1999 effecti ve date for 
mplemenlation of the previous ly 

announced clarification of the Medicaid 
\natomical Pathology policy has been 
delayed to a future date. pending addi ­
tiOnal research of this policy. The billing 
pohq had been published in the 
January/February Texas Medicajd 

Bulletm 

The policy would have bundled cer­
tam anawmical pathology Jab services 
mto a hospi tal's diagnosis related group 
( DRG) reimbursement program. 

HMOs Must Give Notice 
Before Dropping Drugs 

The Texas Depanment of Insurance 
~~~ued a new rule requiring HMOs to 
gne patient~ and physicians 90 days 
notice ""hen a prescription drug is 
scheduled to be dropped from the for­
mulary. The rule , which went into effect 
February 8, all ows patien ts to appeal to 
contmue usmg the drug. 

The I 0 therapeutic classes with the 
hzghe\t number of plans reporting restric­
uon~ znclude antidepressants, antifungals, 
alpha-blockers, migraine treatments, cer­

tain pazn medications, cholesterol reduc­
t!). amJUicer/ulcer combinations. calc ium 
channel blockers, sympathomimetic anti ­
d..,thmatics, and macrolides. 

Medicare Claims Must Have 
Eight Digits in Birth Date Field 

Physicians are reminded that the 
Health Care Financing Administration 
requzres eight digits in the birth date field 
on Medicare claim forms. All claims sub­
mztted on or after April 5, 1999, wi ll be 

returned as unprocessable if they do not 
contain an eight-digit date. Exceptions to 
tht\ requzremen t may be g ran ted by 
HCFA in very limited c irc umstances, 
however, contractors may not g rant 
e,.,ceptions without HCFA conc urrence . 

Physic.ans should contact their respec­
Uve Medicare comractors for guidance and 
help 'IIIIth filzng possible exceptions. 

HCFA Launches Medicare 
Managed Care Site 

Medicare beneficiari es can now 
examine officia l information on the qual­
ity of care prov ided by Medicare man­
aged care plans. The Health Care 
Financing Admini stration has posted on 
the Internet the results of a survey of 
I 00,000 peopled enroll ed in Medicare 
managed care at the foll owing site: 
www.medicare.gov. 

Reminder: Physicians Must 
Re·enroll in the Texas 

Medicaid Program 

By now, phys icians should have 
received Medicaid provider re-enrollme nt 

forms, which shou ld be completed and 
returned prio r to September I. 1999. 
Phys icians and other providers who do 
not return the ir forms by that date will be 
d isenro lled from Medi ca id , and any 

claims they submit after September I wi ll 
be denied. 

The re-enrollme nt effort is in response 
to Senate Bill 30. a 1997 state law that 
requires all Medicaid providers to re­
enroll in the program by September I , 
1999, even if the provider already has a 
Medicaid number. The Jaw also requires 
providers to sign a new agreement sti pu­
lating that they wi ll compl y with the 
state 's Medicaid program integrit y 
efforts. 

There-enrollment initiative wi ll ass ist 
in the state's transition to a new Medicaid 
cl aims payment syste m. Addi tiona ll y, 
each Medicaid provider will be assigned a 
unique identifier. thu s e limi nating the 
need for muhiple prov ider numbers. 

For further infonnation regarding there­
enrollment process should contact National 
Heritage Insurance Company's Customer 
Service Department at 800-925-9 126. 

Help Students Make 
Their Mark in Medicine. 

Share your knowledge and experience with a future 
internist! You can introduce a medical student 

to all aspects of medical practice during 
a four-week internal medicine preceptorship 

For more infonnation on becoming a 
GIMSPP preceptor, call (800) 880-1300, ext. 1531. 

l g l [I T«M 
Academy 
of Internal 
Medicine 
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TEXAS ACOFP UPDATE 

L toR: Texas ACOFP Presidem Pm Hanford. D.O., Past Presidem 
Jack. McCarty, D.O. and President Elect Joh11 Boll"/ing, D.O. confer 
before ACOFP Congress of Delegates. 

TtACOFP Pmt Prrsidem 
Gem• Znchary, D.O., urws 
as a ACOFP speaker. --

Da\·id Gar..a. D.O., 
TxACOFP Vice Presidem 
visits with resident 
member, Carolyn 
McDougald, 0.0 

Ourgoing ACOFP 
Prysident Max He/r~um. 

D.O. (L ) and newly 
installed President 
Joseph M cNerney, D.O. 

Ronda Bune. D.O., SID 
Kerin Dt'nton and Roger 
Guthrie, D.O. sen ·ed as 
T~ms Dt'fegates. 

ACOFP Annual Convention Report 

Texas was we ll represented at the recent ACOFP Convention 
San Diego. Seventeen members served as delegates to ~ 
Congress of Delegates and three of the fi ve resolutions submitted 
were approved. Those approved were: 

HCFA Sponsored Trai ning Sessions - opposed HCFA's contra.:t 
ing to AA RP for holding trai ning seminars for the detection anJ 
reporting of erroneous Medicare Fraud 

Onsite Lab Work - supporti ng national legislation enabling farm!) 
physicians to perform and be compensated for med icall y indicated 
onsite diagnostic procedures. 

Clinical Pathway fo r Re-entry - supports a clinical pathwa} to 
those osteopathic ph ysicians who have completed non-AOA 
approved ACGME programs for eligibility to become AOA Board 
Certi fi ed. 

A resolution on a Patient Bill of Ri ghts was wi thdrawn as ~~oe 

felt it did not clearly reflect the fee lings of our delegmion am· 
another on HMO Reimbursement for OMT was referred to the= 

Managed Care Committee for review. 

Texas was proud to have the opportunity to sponsor seven ~IL 
dents and one resident to the convention. Their travel and hOld 
expenses were covered by our association and they were grateful 
for the opportunity to attend. 

Physician of the Day at the Capitol 

During the Legislative Session , the Capitol recruits physici;u1 
to serve as Physician of the Day. The osteopathic profession L' 

give n a week during the session to provide elected officials ill1l 

staff with medical treatment. This year, the following physician 
served at the Capitol during osteopathic week: John Whith3ll' 
D.O., Corpus Chri sti; Patrick Hanford , D.O .. Lubbock: Carh)\ 
Hornedo, Ill, D.O., Laredo; George Cole. D.O., Amarillo; an. 
Steve Vacali s, D.O .. Dallas. 

Texas ACOFP and TOMA thank these physicians for '"'olur 
leering their time to represent the osteopathic profession during lh 
legislative session 

Membership 

Alan G. Zond, D.O .. of Huntsville, was accepted for membe!"'hll'~ 
at our recent Board of Governor's Meeting. Dr. Zond is a graduateo' 
the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine and reside~ I' 

Spring, Texas. His father is the late John R. Zond, D.O. 

To those members who have not yet paid their 1999 du~ 
there's no time like the present. Remember. you receive a diSCOOil 
on the upcomi ng 42nd Annual Clinical Seminar, to be held Jul) ~ 
- 25 in Arlington, as well as the 2nd Annual OMT Update If 

September. 

If you have any question regarding dues or membership, plea."' 
call the state headquarters at 888-892-2637. 
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Medicaid Evictions by 
Nursing Homes Banned 

President Clinton signed a Jaw on 
Marrh 25th that will protect current nurs­
mt home residents from being ev ic ted or 
h1rced to move solely because they rely 
oo Medicaid to pay thei r bills. 

Rep. M1ke Bili rak is (R-FL), nmed, 
... Tius law closes a legal loophole that 
alluws nurstng homes to evict their most 
,·ulne rable residents. It puts patient s 
ahead of profits." 

Although the new law will not force 
nur~mg homes to acce pt Medi caid 
patienh. homes that choose to quit takin g 
ne-w Medica1d patients will be barred 
from ev1ctmg or transferring those they 
cum:ntly house. 

In addlllon, homes that choose not to 
accept Med1caid pat ients will have to 
not1fy any new residents, who are able to 
pay the1r own way at first, that they might 
ha .. e to move if they run out of money 
and are eventually fo rced to re ly on 
Medic.:aid. 

W1th nur5mg home costs averagi ng 
$40,000 a year, approx imately half of the 
senior citizens who initially pay their own 
"'a)' tum to Medicaid within three to fi ve 
years 

Y2K Bill Approved by Panel 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved 10-7 one of several bills before 
Congress aimed at averting lawsuit s 
related to Y2K computer breakdowns. 
Senator D1anne Feinstein (D-CA). co­
sponsored the bill with Senator Orrin 
Hatch (R-UT). 

The Hatch- Feinstein bill would 
establish a 90-day grace period so com­
pames co uld fix computer problems 
before ~U llS go forward . It would 
encourage alternatives to lawsuits and 
put hm its on class action suits. 

Defibrillators Now on 
All American Aircraft 

American Airlines has announced that 
all of Its a1rcraft now carry automati c 
external defibrillators and enhanced med­
ical ki ts to help handle medical emergen-
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cies on board. The dev ices have saved 
four passe ngers since the program started 
in July of 1997 

HCFA Says Nursing Home 
Penalties can be Immediate 

The Hea lth Care Financing 
Administration has announced a new reg­
ulation for the nurs ing home industry 
whereby state regulators do not have to 
wait until a viola ti on is fi xed to assess a 
penalty. Current rules under the Texas 
Department of Human Services give the 
facilities up to 90 days to fi x a complai nt . 
As an example, under the new regulation, 
state regulators could immediately fine a 
faci lity up to $ 10,000 if they found bed 
sores on residents. 

Online Newsletter Provides 
Tips on Appeals 

Physicians may wish to check out The 
Appeal Letter, a free online newslette r by 
Appeal Solut ions, whi ch can be reached 
at: www. integsoft.comfappeals/tal. The 
bimonth ly newsletter offers tips and tech­
niques on effecti vely appealing denied 
insurance. Features include how-to arti­
cles o n appealing certain insurance 
denials and a regular column highlight ing 
appeal success stories. 

Oncology Clinic Opens at 
Palo Pinto General Hospital 

In order to provide better access to 
patients in the Palo Pinto County region, 
Texas Cancer Care, a member of the M.D. 
Anderson Phys ic ians Network . has 
opened an onco logy clinic at Palo Pi nto 
General HospitaL The cl inic will provide 
new patient referrals. patient eva luati ons, 
patient educati on, and lab and di ag nostic 
services Monday through Friday. In add i­
ti on. oncologists from Texas Cancer Care 

will see patients two days a week. For 
more information about clinic services. 
call 940-328-6526. 

''A diagnosis of cancer produces a 
multitude of concerns. Fortunately for 
residents of Palo Pinto and its surround­
ing counties. trave ling to a metropolitan 
area to see a doctor is no longer one of 
those concerns," said Will iam Jordan, 
D.O., president of Texas Cancer Care. Dr. 
Jordan estimates that Texas Cancer Care 
physicians have more than 500 pat ient 
visits a year from the five-county region. 

On April 1st, Palo Pinto Hospital and 
Texas Cancer Care hosted a reception to 
observe the cl inic opening. Invited guests 
toured the clinic and heard brief remarks 
from hospital offic ial s and Texas Cancer 
Care phys icians. 

Palo Pinto General Hospital is the 
region's only full -service. acute care hos· 
pita! and is the largest facility between 
Fort Worth and Abilene. Accredited by 
the Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Health Care Organi zati ons, Palo Pinto 
Ge neral Hospital offers home health , 
inpatient and outpatient services, includ­
ing specialty c linics for cardi ology, neu ­
rology, E.N.T. and oncology. 

GAO Report Blasts HCFA on 
Nursing Home Non-Compliance 

A report issued by the General 
Accounting Office call s the 1.6 mill ion 
Ameri cans in nursing homes among the 
nati on's "most vulnerable citizens," but 
says government regulators aren' t doing 
enough to ensure their wellbeing. 

Using data from four states, including 
Texas. the GAO said it found that the gov­
ernment does a poor job of requi ring 
nursing homes to comply with federal 
hea lth care standards. The su rveys 
revealed that approx imately 25 percent of 
nursing homes have health and safety vio­
lations that harm residents or put them at 
risk of death or seri ous injury. 

"This report tell s you the enforcemen t 
process isn' t working," said Sen. Charles 
Grassley (R-IA), chairman of the Senate 
Spec ial Committee on Ag ing. He noted 
that many pa1ients don' t even get the 
''minimum quality of care ... li ke making 



sure thai patients have enough water to 
prevent dehydration ." 

"Sanctions initiated by the HCFA 
against non-compl iant nu rsing ho mes 
were never implemented in a majority of 
cases and generally did not ensure that 
the homes maintained compliance with 
standards" said the GAO. 

The study also revealed that nursing 
homes found in violation of standards 
were being let off the hook too often 

,;HCFA would give notice to impose a 
sanction. the home would correct its defi­
ciencies, HCFA would resci nd the sanc­
tion and a subsequent survey would fi nd 
that problems had returned," the report 
states. ''The threat of sanctions appear to 
have lill ie effect on deterri ng homes from 
falling out of compliance." 

The GAO has recommended to the 
Spec ial Senate Committee on Aging that 
HCFA do more to lessen the ti me nurs ing 
homes take to appeal citat ions, improve 
the action of withholding Medicare and 
Medicaid funding from non-compliant 
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homes, track non-compl ian t, repeat 
offenders more vigorously and improve 
communication with states about prob­
lems at particular homes. 

Federal Agencies Nearly 
Y2K Compliant 

John Koskinen, chairman of the 
President 's Counc il on Year 2000 
Conversion. has annou nced that 92 per­
cent of computer systems at the govern­
ment's 24 largest agencies have been 
repaired and are Y2K co mpliant. March 
3 1 was the deadline imposed by the 
White House more than a year ago 

Koshkinen stated that 13 of the 24 
departments now report that thei r most 
essential computer systems are 100 per­
ce nt ready for business begi nning January 
I . Ten agencies have repaired and tested 
at least 85 percent of their systems 

An except ion is the U.S. Agency fo r 
International Development , which has not 
fi xed any of its crucial systems due to a 
late start and an encounter wi th more 
problems than antici pated. 

Adl'ertisemem 

The White House has reported thar 
only one- fourth of its systems are compli 
ant , however. all systems are expected h 
be repaired by the end of October. 

Kaiser Foundation Delh·ers 
Online HIV/A IDS Report 

The Kaiser Famil y Foundation v.e~ 
site at www.kff.o rg now features lh< 
Kaiser Daily HIV/A IDS Report . Tim ffh 
online service is designed to provide tlk· 
latest HIV/AIDS news, hi ghlighting h~f 
is lative, political, legal, scient ific IJI 

business developments. 

News stori es in the Kaiser Dail1 
HI V/AIDS Report are drawn from mur; 
than 300 news sources nationwide. Th 
report also offers hypertext links from tt..: 
news stories to more extensive informa 
tion in the Internet; a calendar of C\ent. 
a keyword-searchable database; and frtt 
e-mail delivery. You can register for e 
mai l delivery at www.kff.org/register. 

(Sourct· Texus HIV/STD Update, Winltdpn• 
1999) 

FAMILY MEDICINE 
& MINOR EMERGENCY CENTER 

is seeking energetic BE/BC physician. Fast 
growing two physician group . Now accepting 
applications for immediate opening or for late 
Spring or early Summer. Competitive salary and 
benefit package. Very limited call or hospital. 

Enjoy the great lifestyle offered by this central 
Texas location. Beautiful new facility in 
Georgetown, just minutes from the hill country 
and Austin. 

Call Sandy at (512) 869-7310 
or FAX C.V. to (512) 869-5616 

Attention: Richard C. Male, Jr. D.O. 
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News 
... from the University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth 

Jmpro\-ements to Health Science Center Campus 
Approved by Regents 

The Board of Regents of the UNT Health Science Cente r has 
appro\ed a 1999/2000 campus improvement program, involvi ng 
wmpleuon of the Patient Care Center and construction of a new 
p:.rkmg garage. 

The projecl constructi on will begin thi s year, said David M. 
Richards, D.O., health science center president. The $19 million 
for bOih improvements through Tuition Revenue Bonds were 
upproved by the Texas Legislature in 1997. 

Two floors of the health science cente r's Pati ent Care Center, 
located on Montgomery Street and West 7th Street, are now in 
u~. FJm!>hmg and equipping the remaining four stories will con­
solidate all on-campus patient care services at one locati on. The 
Ph)~•dans & Surgeons Medical Group occupying the cen ter 
1nclude~ I 10 members of the Texas College of Osteopathic 
Medtcme faculty. They practice in 24 medical and surgical spe­
CJalt•e~ and compnse Tarrant County's largest multi-specia lty 
group practice. The Patien t Care Center Completion will cost 
S7.5milhon 

The new parking garage wi ll fea ture four graduated levels 
dtrectl; behmd the health science center's Gibson D. Lewis 
Health Science Library. It will produce a net gain of 609 spaces 
for patients, students, faculty and staff. Costs associated with 
complet•on of this facility total $ 11.5 million 

Dr Richards pointed out that the patient care fac ility and the 
parkmg garage will complement each other through conveni ent 
co-locatiOn The garage locati on is des igned to create a new 
entrance to the campus but will be accessible to the Pati ent Care 
Center. Architect for the garage project is the Fort Worth fi rm of 
Gideon Toal, Inc. 

Parking m the city's Cultural District is tight. especially during 
tht Jnnual Stock Show and Rodeo, and when major exhibits are 
mounted at the adjacent Kimbell An Museum and the Amon 
Caner Museum, Dr. Richards noted. The institution's garage is 
mtended to provide pennanent relief for the enti re neighborhood, 
he \aid, and will be open to the public on weekends. 

Health Science Center Awarded Patent 
on Cardiac Device 

Researchers wi th the University of North Texas Health 
Sc1ence Center have created three circulatory devices designed to 
a"•~tthe heart during stress ful events such as heart a ttack, heart 
failure and heart surgery. The United States Patent Transfer 
Office has issued a patent for one of the devices, and patent 
llppro\al •s 111 progress for the remaining two. 

The devices, deve loped by Fred Downey, Ph.D.. and 
X1aommg Bian. M. D., Ph.D., of the Cardiovasc ul ar Research 
Institute at the UNT Health Science Center, use a new concept of 

intra-aortic balloon pumpi ng, which operate during low blood 
pressure and enhance blood flow to various organs of the body. 

The cl inical benefit s of the devices can be signi ficant in emer­
gency and during some surgical procedures where heart attacks 
and heart failure may occur. According to Peter B. Raven, Ph.D., 
director of the Cardiovascular Research Institute at the UNT 
Health Science Center, blood circulation to the heart muscle and 
other organs is often severely compromised during such emer­
gencies. 

Two of the devices, including the one approved fo r a patent, 
allow for improved blood flow to the coronary arteries and could 
replace currently available intra-aortic balloon pumps. The third 
appliance assists a badl y injured or diseased heart by helping it 
pump suffic ient blood to sustai n life. This invention is a ventric­
ular ass ist dev ice, which can be quickl y applied and easi ly 
removed when the heart recovers its normal functi on, a ll without 
open-chest surgery. 

"These devices are signifi cant improvements over current 
cardi ac technology. The creati on of these devices helps us under­
stand the role of systolic stiffness (when the heart muscle is 
tense) and cardiac effic iency," Dr. Raven said . "Their deve lop­
ment was largely due to Dr. Bian 's ex perience as a cardi ac sur­
geon and Dr. Downey's research on coronary and cardiac 
physiology.'' 

The patent applicati ons are underwritten by MYTECH, INC., 
of Tampa, Florida. The other two patent applications are under 
review and health sc ience center researchers are anticipating 
approval within the year. The next step involves partnership with 
a pharmaceutical company to further deve lop the devices and to 
expedite their introduction into everyday cl in ical use 

Health Science Center Establishes Research Institute 

Research into the effectiveness of osteopathic mani pulati ve 
medicine for the treatment and prevention of neuromuscu­
loske letal disease is underway through the newly established 
Physical Medicine Institute at the University of North Texas 
Health Science Center. 

Under the directi on of Scott Stoll . D.O., interim chair of 
osteopath ic manipulati ve medicine at the UNT Health Sc ience 
Center, the Physical Medicine Institute (PM[) will prov ide 
research, educati on, patient care and community outreach pro­
grams in the prevention, diagnos is and rehabilitation of neuro­
musculoskeletal di seases. The neuromusculoskeletal system is 
the brain 's influence on certain musc ul ar and skeletal functions, 
and disorders can include sinus problems, lower back pain and 
migraines. The PM! has been funded largely through private 
donations. 

"Our research is already focusing on such areas as how osteo­
pathic man ipulative treatment helps in recovery of hip and knee 
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replacements: in alleviating lower back pain; and in facili tating 
lttO\'ery from aslhma. pneumonia and heart disease:· said Dr. Stoll. 

"Future research areas we will explore include depression, 
cancer and post-heart bypass surgery. Osteopathic man ipulative 
treatment is a hands-on diagnosis and treatment tool used to 
assess illness and injury in order to re lieve muscle pai n, muscu­
loskeletal abnormali ty or other discomfort." 

Seed funding for the research projects of the insti tute has 
come from the Osteopathic Medical Center Guild, Houston 
Osteopathic Hospital Foundation. Carl Everett Osteopath ic 
Research Fund and a West Texas foundation. 

Landmark Texas Study Results in FDA Indication 

Results of a major study conducted in Texas, includi ng Fort 
Worth , have led to the U.S. Food and Drug Admin istration's 
approval of the study medication for the reduction of the risk of 
first heart auack. unstable angina and coronary revascularization 

procedures. 

The FDA approved a new use for Merck & Co. , Inc.'s 
Mevacor® (lovastatin). a cholesterol-lowering medic ine: in 
people without symptoms of cardiovascular disease, with aver­
age to moderately elevated levels of total and LDL cholesterol 
and be low average HDL cholesterol. Mevacor is the first drug to 
receive FDA approval for the treatment of low HDL cholesterol 
Merck & Co. released full details of the FDA approval March 15 

Participants in the st udy did not have symptomatic heart dis­
ease: in addit ion to age. 63 percent had at least one other risk 
factor for heart disease. The study popu lat ion had average to 
moderately elevated total and "bad" cholesterol levels. below 
average levels of "good" cholesterol, and were at higher ri sk of 
cardiovascu lar disease based on an elevated total cholesterol to 
"good" cholesterol rat io. 

In the Air Forceffexas Coronary Atherosclerosis Preventi on 
Study (AFCA PSffexCAPS). the investigation's official name. 
researchers st udied 6.605 patients for a median of 5. 1 years. 
Their average cholesterol levels were 22 1 at the begi nning of the 
study wi th average HDL cholesterol levels of 37. Study fi ndi ngs 
showed that the cholesterol- loweri ng drug was the first and on ly 
cholesterol med ication proven to be effective in preventing first 
heart attacks and other coronary events in men and women with­
out heart disease who have average levels of LDL cholesterol. 
but reduced HDL cholesterol levels. The five-year study was con­
ducted at the Uni versity of North Texas Health Science Center at 
Fort Worth and the Wil ford Hall Medical Center at Lack land Ai r 
Force Base in San Antonio. 

UNT Heahh Science Center investigators were Michael 
Clearfie ld . D.O .. chairman of the internal medici ne department 
and Stephen Wcis. D.O .. chief of the endocri nology division 

Final results of the study indicated that therapy wi th Mevacor 
resulted in a 37 percent reduction in firs t major coronary events. 
such as heart attacks or unstable angina. in a broad range of sub­
JCCb. including \\Omen. people with high blood pressure. persons 
\\ 1th diabetes. men and \\Omen O\er 65 and smokers. Benefits of 
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the medication were seen across all treatment grou,. 
Pre liminary resuhs of the study were presented in Novenir-
1997 at the annual scientific meeting of the American He.. 
Associat ion and published in the May 1998 edition of the Joo· 
of the American Medical Association. 

Accordi ng to Dr. Clearfield, cholesterol levels are likely tu 
scrutin ized much more closely by physici ans nationwide bec11, 

of the study resu lts and the FDA's rul ing 

''This new ind icati on fo r Mevacor is significant becau\c: 
identifies a population of people who have choles terolleve iH~· 
sidered normal and average, but who may benefit from chot1 
tero l-lowering treatment," said Dr. Clearfield . " If a person's HI>! 
or good cholesterol leve l is too low, and the LDL or bad chole­
terol leve l is average or moderately elevated. that person may b­
at risk. All adu lts should have both their LDL and HDL chok· 
terol levels checked and talk to their physician about approp~U~ 
treat ment, if necessary." he said. 

The AFCAPSffexCAPS study begin in 1990 and was ~IY\ 
uled to conclude in 1998, but was ended in mid- 1997 due 101 
clearl y favo rable results o r the study population. 

FYI 
AOA MEMBERSHIP 

STATISTICS 
Number of D.O.s 
AOA physic ian members 
Nonmembers . 
Associate members 
Allied members 
Students enrolled in colleges of 
osteopathic medic ine for 1998-99 (esti mated) . 
Number of D.O.s certified by AOA boards 
as of January 12, 1999 .. 

Number of certifications issued by AOA boards 
as of January 12. 1999. 

(Nolt: 1he obol"t informotiOit is up-lo-dou os of Jonuory 11. /99'JI 

AOA Official Definition of Osteopathic Medicinr 
(from Resolulion 282) 

' 'Osteopathic med icine: A complete system of medical caR' 
with a ph ilosophy that combines the needs of the patient OAICb 
current practice of medicine, surgery and obstetrics. IIIII 
emphasizes the interrelationsh ips between structure and fua: 
tion. and appreciation of the body's abili ty to heal itself."' 
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Self's ~1\~ 
Tips & Tidings :=z 4 e-J .. 

Don't Let Hospital Medica l 
Records Change Your Codes 

Although we have discussed this 
bdore, I think it needs to be mentioned 
agam_ If you place a patient into observa­
tion (47 hour outpatient admit), and then 
adrn1t the patient on the follow ing day (or 
later), don't let the hospita l medical 
records people convi nce you to change 
your origi nal admission from outpati ent 
to mpatient admit. The following is an 
example of how you should code so that 
)'OU don't giYe away any of the visits you 
make to the patient while he/she is in 
obser'\'allon: 

April 15 - 11:30 p.m. Patient admiued 
mto ob~enation: 99218, 99219 or 99220 

Apnl 16 - 07:05 a.m. Patient seen in 
ob~rvat10n: 99212 through 99215 

Apnl 16 - 12:47 p.m. Patient seen in 
obM!rvation: 99212 through 992 15 

Apnl16- 5:3 1 p.m. Patient seen in obser­
vatiOn: 992 12 through 992 15 

Apnl 17 - 08: 10 a.m. Patient admitted 
into in-patient: 9922 1 or 99222 (doubt 
99123) 

The fi.-.;t four services above will indi ­
cate a place of service code 22, whi le the 
last (the inpatient admission) wi ll be a 
place of service 2 1 for inpatient. 

Inject ion Dosages 

In my review of offices, occasionally 
I'll find an office not bi lling Medicare for 
a covered injectable drug when they've 
gi\en less than the dosage shown in the 
HCPCS code book. For instance, if a drug 
says 50cc, and the office only injecls 25 
cc, there is a hesitation in some offices to 
bill for the drug. My advice is to use the 
dosages shown in the HCPCS codebook 
as an "up to and includi ng" definition. If 
the code says 50cc, and you only give 
25r.:c, b1 1J lt once. If the code says 50cc 
and you g1ve 65cc, bill it as two units 

At a time when every doctor with any 
foresight at all should be setti ng aside a 

little extra money each week to cover pos­
sible (or probable) Y2K disruptions in 
income to cover staff and overhead next 
January, you don ' t need to be giving away 
free services. 

We Reviewed the Claim 
and We Want Our Money Back! 

How are you hand ling requests (usu­
ally worded as demands) from private 
third party admi ni strators stati ng that they 
have reviewed claims from two to five 
years ago, found the claim was overpaid 
due to their coverage restrictions, and 
expect you to refund them money? These 
are usually from the same companies that 
have a 90-day or I 80-day appeal period 
and yet they have the gall to ask for a 
refund on an "appeal" they've made two 
to five years later. My advice is to gener­
ate a form letter on you r letterhead that 
basicall y tell s them the file is closed 12 
months after determination was made and 
that they can no t expect you to re mit any 
funds if it is beyond that period. You wi ll 
not re-open the file , which has been put 
into storage, and they wi ll not receive any 

refund from you. If they continue to 
request sa id funds. state that you are seri ­
ously considering handing the matter to 
your attorney. Don't let them bu ll y you 
with the kind of strong-arm tact ics they're 
usi ng to get you to send money. 

ER Requested Consult 
is Usually not a Consult 

The key point about consultations, 
especiall y with Medicare. is that the ser­
vices are rendered as a resu lt of another 
phys ician asking for the consu ltant's 
opin ion. Unfortunately, the ER docs do 
not usuall y ask for a n opinion - they usu­
ally call in a specialist and tum the care 
over to them. For this reason, we do not 
usuall y recomme nd that the physician 
called to the ER by the staffER physician 
bill fo r the encounter using an initial con­
sultation code (9924 1-99245). You can, 
however, bill for the encounter in the ER 
using the emergency department codes 

.. ......................... oy Don Sctr 

(9928 1-99285) even if the ER doc is 
billing for one also. 

HCFA Was Caught 
in a Lie by the GAO 

Joel Willemsse n of th e U.S 
Congress's General Accounti ng Oflice to 
the House Ways & Means Committee on 
February 24 , blew the whi stle 
Medicare's lies. Results? Nmhing. 

Reported Progress 
is Highly Overstated 

HCFA's reported progress on its 
external mission-critical systems is con· 
siderably overstated. In fact. none of the 
54 systems reported compliant by HCFA 
was Year 2000 ready as of December 3 1, 
I 998. All 54 external systems that were 
reported as compliant have important 
associated qua lificati ons (exceptions), 
some of them very significant. Such qual­
ifications included a major standard 
system that failed to recognize "00" as a 
valid year, as we ll as 2000 as a leap year. 
It also included systems that were not 
fully future date tested . 

According to HCFA officials, these 
systems were reported as compliant 
because these qualifications were "minor 
problems'' that should not take much time 
to address. Thi s is at variance with the 
IV&V contractor's interpretation. More 
spec ifically, the JV&V comractor found 
that the quali fications reported by all sys­
tems contractors were criti ca l, most 
requiring a major to moderate level of 
effort to resolve. 

A specific example of a system 
reported as compliant with qualifications 
is the Florida standard system, used by 29 
contractors. This system had one qualifi­
cation that consisted of 22 test failures. 
The JV&V contractor characterized this 
failure experience as significant. HCFA 
reports that these failures were corrected 
with a January 29, 1999, software release. 
However, in a February 16. 1999, JV&V 
status report, Blue Cross of California-a 



user of the Aorida standard system­
found that date test problems remained 
In another example. the EDS MCS stan­
dard system that is used by 10 contractors 
had 25 qualificat ions; these included 9 
problems that were not future date tested 
HCFA now reports that future date testing 
of the January software release of the 
EDS MCS system is 92 percent complete 

Do you still be lieve HCFA will be 
mailing Medicare checks on time in the 
first few months of2000? Even the AMA, 
who on March 18, 1999 issued a state­
ment on Y2K through the law firm of 
Foley & Lardner, said the following: 
"Managed care companies may use Y2K 
as an excuse to delay payment for ser­
vices. Medicare may not be ready to pay 
for services." The GAO (Government 
Accounting Office) has stated that 
Medicare is "lying about its readiness" 
The same law firm at the same AMA con­
ference also said: "Unfortunately. there 
are a host of lawyers gearing up to bring 
suit against physicians and hospitals who 
are not in compliance. who have not done 
their homework, who have not docu­
mented 'Due Diligence" in pursuing this 
'S!andard of Care' re: Y2K ." 

Just a Jetter from the vendor of your 
medical equi pment saying they are com­
pliant is not compliant, according to this 
law firm hired by the AMA 

E&M Documentation Sliderules 

After last month 's issue of The Texas 
D.O. was mailed, I received dozens of 
phone calls from doctors and staff who 
had read the article about the documenta­
tion slideru les which we are selling . 

1 would like to answer a couple of 
questions about these sliderules. 

I . They do simplify the documentation 
guideli nes so that your office staff can 
help "police" your codi ng through 
internal audits in your practice 

2. They are perfectly legal and HCFA 
has no problem with their use. 

3. We recommend that every physician 
have one for themselves and one for 
their office manager. 

Through the combined efforts of both, 
we believe you can avoid those cost ly 
Medicare recoupments and fines that 
Medicare is pursuing everywhere . 

Where is the State of Texas 
on Yl K Compliance? 

In an interesting survey printed in 
March 1999 with each state office of 
Computer Informati on Manager, we 
found that the government or the state of 
Texas is on ly 57% compl iant. They've 
been working on Y2K problems since 
1995, and in three years or 36 months, 
they've achieved 57%. Th is equates to a 
little more than 1.8% compliance 
achieved per month . They estimate their 
mission cri tical systems will be 100% 
compliant by August 3 1. 1999, which 
means they will have to jump the 1.8% to 
more than 5% compliance achievement 
per month over the next eight months. 
starting last month. 

Those of you who rely heav ily on 
state retirements, Medicaid checks. trans­
portation. agriculture or welfare had 
better start setting aside ite ms such as 
water, money, food and batteries. just in 
case they don't make it. Also, Texas is 
spending $256.9 million on government 
updates for Y2K, per their own figures 
Where do you think this money is coming 
from? Think about it. Visit the state gov­
ernment Internet webs ite on Y2K at 
www.dir.state.tx.usly2K to verify what 
I've told you. Visit my website on Y2K at 
www.donself.com. Warning - if you have 
a Pollyanna attitude about Y2K - don't 
visit my site or it may spoil your mindset. 

Before You Give the Medicare 
Patient an indigent Waive r .. . 

Fraud and abuse guidelines published 
by HCFA identify only five areas where 
waiver of copay ment and deductible is 
acceptable (one applies to Pan A). The 

Patient indigence with evideta 
determined by provider (this Cilll ._ 

longer be a simple statement b) ar 
patient that they can't afford the~~ 
pay.) It has to be "documented" th 
you checked the patient's inct.rrh: 
and expenses. 

2. Cost of billing fo r copaymen1 
exceeds or is disproportionate to ltk 

amount to be co llected. 
3. Fai lure to collect payment follOYI!n 

reasonable attem pts 
4. Patient qualifies for subsidized '<r 

vices under Medicaid. 

References for more info mdu.J<. 
HIPAA 1996, Ant i-Kickback Statut 
Stark Legislation and IRS Code Sl!(tl• 
501 (c) (3) 1986. 

Semina r in your City 

The semi nars we've gi\en 
Longview, Fort Worth , Austin a.1 

Victoria were highly successful, v. ith Ill 
ass istance of the Texas Osteopath' 
Medical Association and the Profesr.ion 
Association of Health Care Ofrt~[ 

Managers (you should have your ollilt 
manager in this organi zation). Thcrefort 
we have booked additional seminaf' U; 

Texas at the following locations: 

May 14- San Antonio 
May 21 - Houston 
June 4 - El Paso 

We've also been giving several EA\1 
documentat ion evening seminar\ 
physicians at different hospitals. If ~ 
would like us to come to your h~pu 
give us a cal l or visit our web\tte 

www.donself.com. 

Don Self. CSS. Bf-,H. 
DoN SELF & ASSOCIATES. i" 

P.O. Box \~1 
Whi tehouse, TX 75791 - l~i 

Phone (903) 839-7()1 
FAX (903-839 7<X> 

E-mai l: donself@donselfw' 
Web: www.donStll.l' 
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Washington Update 
Medicare Panel Makes No Formal Recommendations 

The Biparti san Commission on the Future of Medicare con­
cluded !IS work without making any fonnal recommendations . 
Commission Chairman Senator John B. Breaux (0 -LA) was 
unable to round up the required II favorable votes from among 
the J 7 Commission members for hi s proposal to change 
Medu.:are to a '·premium support" program under whi ch bene fi ­
~: 1anes would choose among competing private plans. Both 
Breaux and the Commission's Administrati ve Chairman, Rep. 
Will1am M . Thomas (R-CA), promised to seek adoption of the 

proposal in the House and the Senate despite the Commission's 
failure to make a formal recommendation. 

President Clinton Criticizes Commission's Plan 

An hour before the Commiss ion's fina l meeting. President 
Chnton ~a1d the plan offe red by Sen. Breaux " included some 
~·ery strong elements," but he criti cized it for: 

Ra1smg the age of e ligibility from 65 to 67 without a pol icy 
to guard against increas ing numbers of uninsured. 

• A potentia l to increase premiums undul y for bene fic iaries 
remammg m the traditional Medicare program. 

~ Fa1hng to provide for an adequate affordable prescription 
drug benefit. 

Faih ng to make a solid commitment of the 15 percent of the 
~urp lus to the Medi care trust fund 

Clinton said, " I want an agreement thi s year ... ! think it is 
now incumbent upon me to present an alternat ive proposal, and I 
Wl ll do that.'' 

MedPAC Makes Recommendation 

The Med1care Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) has 
recommended that there be no changes in the Medicare PPS 
updates (President C linton's FY 2000 budget proposed to freeze 
updates.) The American Osteopathic Hospital Association is part 
of a hospi tal coalition lobbying effort that seems to have con­
vinced Congress ional Budget Committee leaders that additional 
Medicare spending reductions would be inappropriate. 

Study Shows Total Hospital Medicare Margins Down 

Ernst and Young and HCIA have released a study showing 
that total hospital Medicare margins will be only 0 .1 percent in 
FY 1999, down from 4.3 percent in 1997, before the Balanced 
Budget Act took effect. and are projected to stay below three per­
cent through FY 2002. Smaller hospitals with less than I 00 beds, 
wh u::h tend to be in rural areas, will be hardest hit : their margins 
decrease from 4.2 percent in FY 1998 to minus 5.6 percent in FY 
2002, a drop of 233 percent. According to the report. " . .. the 
resu ]b of these analyses support the fact that hospital finances 
are mdeed erod ing." 

ISuwTtt: AOHA \Vaslu11gton Update) 

3n memoriam 

William R. Ballard, Jr., D.O. 

Dr. Will iam R. Ballard of Amarillo passed away on March 
4, 1999. Services were held March 9 at Boxwell Brothers 
Funeral Directors Ivy Chapel, with buri al in Dreamland 
Cemetery at Canyon. 

Dr. Ballard was born in Amarillo and graduated from 
Amarillo High School in 1936. He was a 1943 gradu ate of 
Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine. 

He served as pres ident of the profess ional staff of 
South west Osteopathic Hospital from 1980 until 198 1, for 
which he received a certificate of appreciation. 

Dr. Ballard was a longtime member of the Texas 
Osteopathic Medical Association, having been honored wit h 
a li fe membership, and had served as a member of the TOM A 
House of Delegates. Other memberships included TOMA 
District I ; the American Osteopathic Assoc iation, of which he 
was a life member; St. Andrew's Episcopal Church: the Atlas 
Club; and charter member of Tascosa Country Clu b. 

An avid golfer, Dr. Ballard attended the Top of Texas 
Tournaments and Senior Top of Texas Tournamems in Pampa. 
He was a member of the Hole-in -One Club in Pompano 
Beach, Florida. 

Survivors include four daughters; Donna Hami lton of 
Katy: Bonnie Ross and Billie Vanderford of Amarillo ; and 
Conni e Dismuke of Greensboro, North Carolina; a sister, 
Ernestine Goller of Lakeland, Florida; a brother. George 
Hume Ballard of Amarillo; seven grandchildren; and two 
great grandchildren. 

Memorial s may be made to the Coronary Care Uni t of 
Baptist St. Anthony's Hospital West, attention Rhonda Crow, 
1600 Wall ace Boulevard , Amarillo, TX 79 106; or to 
Kirksvi lle College of Osteopathic Medicine, c/o Karen Elam, 
800 W. Jefferson, Kirksville, MO 63501. 

Ethel Woods 

Ethe l Woods, mother of ATOMA District V presiden t 
Darlene Way, passed away on February 13, 1999, after a 
lengthy illness. 

Funeral services were held February 17 at Bluebonnet 
Hill s Funeral Home in Coll eyvi lle. 

Expressions of sympathy may be mailed to Mrs. Way at 
Ill W. Danie ldale Road, Du ncanville, TX 75 137. 



Remember to File TRJCARE claims Before Deadline 

If you have received or provided health care underTRICARE 
recenlly. don't delay in getting claims for that care to the regional 
TRICA RE claims processing contractor. 

Claims for outpatient care must be in the hands of your TRI· 
CA RE contractor within one year of the date on which the care 
was prov ided. Claims for inpatient care must reach the contrac­
tor within one year of the patient 's date of 
discharge from an inpatient fac ility. Patients 
who file claims must use the DO Fonn 
2642: Pati ent 's Request for Medical 
Payment. 

Individual professional providers who 
file claims will use the HCFA Fonn I 500. 
Institutional claims will be fil ed using the 
UB·92 claim form. 

lifescan Blood Glucose 
Monitors Recalled 

A manufacturer of blood glucose moni ­
tors has announced that it is recalling and 
will replace some of its home blood glucose meters because of 
possible malfunctions. The malfunctions could cause users to fail 
to recognize seriously high blood glucose levels. This failure 
could cause seri ous health consequences, including hospitaliza­
tion and even death 

Lifescan. Inc .. a subsidiary o f John son & Johnson. 
announced the recall of its SureStep home glucose meters that 
were manufactured before August 1997, because the meters may 
give an incorrect reading when a patient 's blood glucose is very 
hi gh. The meters may wrongly give an '"ER I" (Error I) message 
instead of a '"HI"" (high) message if the user's blood glucose level 
is dangerously hi gh (500 mg/dL or greater). 

All SureStep blood glucose meters whose serial numbers 
begi n with L6000 through L 7205 and meters with serial numbers 
L7206-GA-00001 through L7206·GA-01 128. shou ld be 
replaced . The serial numbers can be found on the back of the 
meter. Lifescan. Inc .. will replace any SureStep meter manufac­
tured before August 1997 free of charge, with a new meter. 

TRICARE-eligi ble persons who have these monitors should 
call Lifcscan's 24-hour. toll-free customer service line at 8()()..951· 
7226. to arrange for replacement or to get further infonnation 

Also, the meter was designed to emit an audible tone when 
the test strip is inserted. A user may misinterpret this tone as an 
indication that the test strip was completely and properly inserted 
in the meter. When the test strip is not completely and properly 
i n ~e rted. an '"inadeq uate test strip insertion problem" (ISIP) 
occun.. This defect has resulted in the meter display ing a false 
low readi ng," hich could cause the patient to alter his/her insulin 
intal..e and/or diet when such alterations may not be necessary 

Lifesc:m claims it minimized the ISIP with a test strip modi­
fi catiOn that 't'.as efTectJ\e around March 1998. Newer test strips 
can be identified by the elongated blood sample area. 

Diabetics who use these SureStep blood glucose monu, 
should not stop testing their blood sugar levels. Diabetics ~hot. 
continue to test with these meters until they can get a repl .... 
ment. as long as they remember that an "ER I" message can m..· 
a very hi gh level of blood sugar, and that the !S IP problem ca11 

fal se low readings. 

If users get an '" ER I " message. Lifescan suggests that paue 
use the visual color change indicator to see if their blood sugar 

too high. Users should compare the bl 
color dot on the test strip to the color th. 
on the test stri p bottle, to check that th 
meter is working properly. Hov.e\·1 
Lifescan emphas ized: "Do not use 1 
Visual Backup color chan as a replaceiTM 
for a SureStep meter test." If the dot on lb. 
strip is as dark as, or darker than the darl,, 
oval on the color chart, it indicates \.-ery h1 
blood sugar. Any user who gets such are' 
should contact a health care profesMt~ 
immediatel y. 

The Department of Defense 's in ~pel.: 

general (DOD·IG) asks any individual U"­

of the SureStep or SureStep Pro glucose monitoring meter<. v. 
have personal knowledge of, or experience with , either the ERI 
message or the !S IP, to contact the Defense Cnm1 
Investigat ive Service (DC IS) - the investigative arm of the DOD 
I G. 

SureStep meter users should e-mail their personal up:n 
ences to DCIS at the following DOD Hotline e-mail addrc~~: ht11 
line@dodig.osd.mil . 

Those who want to provide information on their experiefll' 
with the ER I message and/or the !SIP should include: H U 

patient's name; 2) the meter operator's name; 3) their conw· 
tiona! and electronic mailing addresses; 4) telephone numbr 
where both the patient and operator can be contacted; 51 U, 

SureStep meter model name and serial number; 6) specific tnt 
marion regarding the error messages; and 7) whether the patlt­

was hospitalized after experiencing meter problems. 

The DOD Hotline provides confidenti al ity for person\ v. 
want to remain anonymous. Persons whose identi ty does not ne 
to be withheld from DCIS should indicate that they don't nt 

confide ntiality in their e-mai l to the Hotline 

DCIS wants only infonnation that reflects problems C"(pt'l 

enced with the ER I message or the I SIP - whether or not tl 
resulted in hospitalization . 

E-mails should be brief and concise. Persons who v.an 1 

speak to an agent should call DCIS at 510-637·2965 betv.l'e' · 
a.m . and 4:30 p.m. , Pac ific Standard Time 

In addition to the e-mail address, the DOD Hotline for fr.~~ 
waste a nd abuse reporting can be reached toll-free at g{X)-l:• 
9098. Or, write to: Defense Hotline, The Pentagon. Wa~htnf 1 

D.C. 2030 1-1 900 
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ATTENTION 
ALL MEDICAID PROVI DERS 

COMPASS 21, developed by National Heri tage Insurance Company (NHI C) in partnership with the Texas 
Department of Health, is the new claims and e_ncounter processing system for the ~exas Medicaid program. 
Changes wi ll occur November I, 1999, which Wi ll a~ect every current Medicaid prov1der. Some of the changes 
wclude the use of the Texas Provider Identifier, wh1ch wi ll replace all current Medicaid provider numbers, as 
we ll as changes in the electronic claim submiss ion process. All providers should plan on auending the 
COMPASS 21 TRAINlNG SESSIONS to learn how these changes will affect their claims submission process 
Invitations will be mailed to all providers in May, 1999. 

COMPASS 21 General Sessions in Texas 
Abilene 
June 22 

Abilene Civ ic Center 
II 00 North 6th Street 

Abilene 

Amarillo 

El Paso 
June 28, 29 or 30 

El Paso Convention 
& Performing Arts Center 

One Civic Center Plaza 
El Paso 

Huntsville 
June 24 

New Braunfels 
J une 21 

New Braunfels Senior Citizen 
Center, Room A 

655 Landa 
New Braunfels 

Texarkana 
June 22 or 23 

June 29, 30, or July I 
Amari llo Botanical Gardens 

1400 Streit Drive 
Amarillo 

Brownwood 
June 23 

Katy or E Don Walker 
Education Center 
1402 19th Street 

Huntsville 

Special Events on the Boulevard 
2 10 I Texas Boulevard 

Texarkana 

Adams Street Commun ity Center 
5 1! East Adams 

Brownwood 

Conroe 
June 22 or 23 

Holiday Inn-Conroe Ballroom 
1601 1-45 South 

Conroe 

Lufkin 
June 24 

Lufkin Pitser-Garrison Civic 
Center 

60 I North 2nd Street 
Lufkin 

Kerrville 
June 24 

Kerrville Municipal Auditorium 
910 Main 
Kerrville 

Tyler 
June 28 or 29 

Tyler Rose Garden Center 
420 South Rose Park Drive 

Tyler 

Wharton 
June 25 

Wharton Community Civic 
Center 

1924 North Fulton 
Wharton 

COMPASS 21 Family Planning (Titles v, X, & XX) Seminars in Texas 
Abilene 
June 2 1 

1:30pm -4:30pm 
Abilene Civic Center 
II 00 North 6th Street 

Abilene 

Texa rka na 
June 21 

1:30pm-4:30pm 
Special Events 

on the Boulevard 
2 101 Texas Boulevard 

Texarkana 

Amarillo 
June 28 

1:30pm-4:30pm 
Amarillo Botanical 

Gardens 
1400 Streit Drive 

Amarillo 

Tyler 
J une 30 

9:00 am - Noon 
Tyler Rose Garden 

Center 
420 South Rose 

Park Dri ve 
Tyler 



M E M B E R S H I p on-the-Move 
ATTENTION TOMA MEMBERS 

THE TOMA IOOTH ANNUAl CONVENTION AND SCIENTIFIC SEMINAR 
will be held this year at the Hotel Inter-Continental in Dallas on June 17-20. 

You won't want to miss all of the fun and excellent CME offerings. 

Did you know that for every new member you refer to TOMA, 
you will receive $50 off your convention registration! 

WHAT A DEAL! TOMA gets a new member and you save $50 per referral! 

SEE YOU AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE! 

Donations Sought 
During a recent meeting of TOMA District VI, a letter 

was read from TOMA member Larry J. Pepper. D.O., a 
medical missionary to Uganda. Dr. Pepper is currently 
working at a medical school, which has j ust graduated its 
fifth class of doctors. 

He wri tes. "We are lry ing to promote the senior med­
ical students to be involved in some type of research 
du ring thei r clinical rotations. Each class is divided into 
four groups each year that rotate through the MedicalffB 
ward. I would like to be able to award something to the 
'best' cli nical student in each group. Perhaps the district 
wou ld consider providing the prize to be given to the best 
clinical student for each group. I am suggesting that a 
stethoscope could be given as the prize. Most , if not all of 
the students struggle very hard to even come up with the 
funds to get a stethoscope, and then end up buying one of 
the cheap. poor quality ones. The awards would be pre­
sented to them at graduation." 

During dinner meetings sponsored by pharmaceutical 
companies. complimentary gifts consisting of medical 
equipment are many times given to physicians. TOMA 
District VI would like to urge physicians receivi ng such 
items to consider donating them to Dr. Pepper. Such gifts 
would not on ly provide encouragement to the senior med­
ical students. but much needed, many times unobtai nable, 
items of medical equipment as well . 

Physicians and/or districts wishing to donate items 
may forward them to the TOMA office. TOMA will then 
take charge of transporting them to Dr. Pepper. 

Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
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DoN'T Miss 
THIS OPPORTUNITY! 

Texas Medical Foundation 
(TMF) 

Lifetime Membership 

( )/\'[) .., 1 7) 

if you join by July 4, 1999 
THIS IS A BIG DISCOUNT 

FROM THE REGULAR LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP FEE. 

Benefits from being a TMF member include: 

• Discounts on registration fees for TMF 
sponsored educational workshops 

+ Registration fees waived and continu ing 
education cred its given for attend ing TMF's 
annua l education conference 

+ A subscription to the TMF Dispatch 
• Voting privil eges at the TMF annual 

membership meeting 
• Access to TMF's toll free Physician 

Information and Referral Hotline 
• A TMF Documentation Prompter Card to 

aid in medical record documentation 
+ A copy ofTMF's annual report to 

membership 
• A TMF membership handbook and 

membership card 
• And other TMF publ ications upon request 
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r Miss TI1e following people have made pledges or have con­
lnbuled 10 TOM A's Building Fund Campaign. These people 
are now known as "Texas Stars" because of their commit· 
ment 10 the osteopathic profess ion. 

Abbou Lab~ Pharmaceuticals 
Rene Acuna, D.O. 
Bru'e Add1\on, 0 .0 . 
Ted C Ale,..ander, Jr., D.O. 
R1chard Ande~on, D.O. 
Sara Ap;ley-Ambnz, D.O. 
Oa\ld Annbruster, D.O. 
Astra Merck 
ATOM A 
ATOMA District II 
Aus-Tex Pnnting and Mai ling 
Mark Baker, D.D 
R1ta Ba~er 
Gordon H. Barth, D.O. 
Elmer Baum, D.O. 
Kenneth Bayles, D.O. 
James Beard, D.O. 
Jay G. Beckwilh, D.O. 
Terry Boucher 
Jan Bowling 
John R. Bowling, D.O. 
Tere~ Boyd, D.O. 
Daniel Boyle, D.O. 
Frank Bradley, D.O. 
Joanne Bradley 
Dale Brancel, D.O. 
Robert Breckenridge, D.O. 
John Brenner, D.O. 
Llo)d Brooks, D.O. 
Carol S_ Browne, D.O. 
Mary Burnett, D.O. 
Jeftrey Butts, D.O. 
D Y Campbell, D.O. 
Catherine Carlton, D.O. 
Juanua Carmichael 
R~s M. Carmichael, D.O. 

Dr. Thomas and 
Kathleen Castaldi 

John Cegelski , D.O. 
Robert Chouteau, D.O. 
William Clark, D.O. 
George Cole, D.O. 
Linda Cole 
Samuel Coleridge, D.O. 
Robert Collop, D.O. 
Ralph Connell , D.O. 
Daniel P. Conte, Ill , D.O. 
Robbie Cooksey, D.O. 
William Cothern, D.O. 
Michael Cowan, D.O. 
B. J. Czewski 
Jim Czewski, D.O. 
Dallas Southwesl Osteopathic 

Physicians 
Don Davis, D.O. 
William Dean 
George DeLoach, D.O. 
Joseph Del Principe, D.O. 
Robert DeLuca, D.O. 
Doctors Hospital 
Iva Dodson 
Cymhia Don, D.O. 
Gregory Dott , 0 .0 
Janet Dunkle 
DuPom Merck 
Pharmaceuticals 

Bradley Eames, D.O. 
Eli Lilly & Company 
Wayne R. English, Jr., 0.0 
Carl Everett, D.O. 
AI Faigin, D.O. 
V. Jean Farrar, D.O. 

Robert B. Finch, D.O. 
Roy B. Fisher, D.O. 
Gerald Flanagan, D.O. 
Charles E. Fontanier, D.O. 
Richard Friedman, D.O. 
James Froelich, Ill, D.O. 
Jake Fuller 
D. Dean Gafford, D.O. 
Samuel B. Ganz, D.O 
Paul M. Garmon, D.O. 
John E. Gamer, D.O. 
David E. Garza, D.O. 
Mark Gittings, D.O. 
Glaxo Wellcome, Inc 
Myron L. Glickfeld, D.O. 
GM Phannaceuticals 
Brent Gordon, D.O 
David Gouldy, D.O 
Charles Hall , D.O. 
Richard Hall , D.O. 
Donna Hand, D.O. 
Wendell Hand, D.O. 
Patrick Hanford, D.O. 
Jane Harak.al 
Patrick Haskell , D.O. 
Vernon Haverlah, D.O. 
Dwight W. Heaberlin, D.O. 
Heallhcare lnsurance Services 
Tony Hedges, D.O 
Harry Hernandez, D.O 
H.S. Hewes, D.O. 
Wayne Hey, D.O 
David P. Hill , D.O. 
Frederick Hill, D.O 
Teri Hiii-Kinsfather, D.O 
Hoechsl Marion Roussell 
Brei Holland, D.O. 
Joel D. Holliday, D.O. 
John P. Hood, D.O. 
William D. Hospers, D.O. 
Houston Osteopathic Hospital 
Foundation 

Bobby Howard, D.O. 
Christopher Hull, D.O. 
Lewis Isenberg 
Nelda Cunniff-Isenberg, D.O. 
Jake Jacobson 
Constance Jenkins, D.O 
William R. Jenkins, D.O 
V.L. Jennings. D.O. 
Daniel Jensen 
William R. Jones, D.O. 
Douglas A. Karpen, D.O 
Dawn Keilers Mirran 
Elva Keilers, D.O 
Royce Kei lers, D.O. 
Alex Keller, D.O. 
Earl Kinzie, D.O. 

Brian Knight, D.O. 
William J. Lagaly. D.O. 
Clare Laminack, D.O. 
Jere Lancaster. D.O. 
Victorija Laucius. D.O. 
Edward J. Leins. D.O. 
Nei l Levy, D.O. 
A. Ray Lewis, D.O. 
Harold Lewis, D.O. 
Peggy Lewis 
Carl F. Li st, D.O. 
John Longacre, D.O. 
Hector Lopez, D.O. 
Lubbock Osteopathic Fund, Inc. 
George J. Luibel. D.O. 
Edward Luke, Jr. , D.O. 
Richard Male, Jr., D.O. 
Marion Merrell Dow, Inc. 
Masterpath Groves Pathology 
Consultants 

James Matthews. D.O. 
R. Greg Maul, D.O 
Robert G. Maul , D.O. 
Cindy McCarty 
Jack McCarty, D.O. 
James McLaughlin. D.O. 
Ivri Messinger, D.O. 
Linus Miller, D.O. 
Carl Mitten, D.O. 
Lois Mitten 
John Mohney, D.O. 
Joseph P. Molnar, D.O. 
Joseph Montgomery-Davis. D.O. 
Rocco Morrell , D.O., P.A 
Dareld Morris, D.O. 
Ray Morri son, D.O. 
R. Gene Moult, D.O. 
Ira Murchison, D.O. 
Gary K. Neller, D.O. 
Richard E. Nichols. D.O. 
Ann Nolen, D.O 
Bill Nolen, D.O 
Henry Norrid, D.O. 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
Corporation 

Osteopath ic Health System 
of Texas 

Elizabeth Palmarozzi , D.O. 
Alice Pangle, D.O. 
Michael Parisi, D.O. 
Parke-Davis 
Robert Peters, Jr., D.O. 
Ruby Peters 
Donald Peterson, D.O. 
Wilma Peterson 
Dean L. Peyton, D.O. 
Pfizer, Inc. 
Hennan H. Plattner, D.O. 

contmu~d on ~~ pDg~ 

Ttw 0.0. Hay 1999 43 



William Pollan. D.O Schering Sales Corporation TAP Pharmaceuticals Timothy Werner. D.O. 

R. Mark Probst, D.O. Jeff Schmeltekopf H. Sprague Taveau, D.O. Craig D. Whiting. D.O 

Paul Proffitt . D.O. Kristin M. Sears, D.O TexasACOFP Dean Wierman, D.O. 

Bill Puryear, D.O. Susan Selman R. Russe ll Thomas. Jr., D.O. Arthur Wiley. D.O. 

Daniel L. Rader. D.O. A. Duane Selman, D.O. TOMA District 11 Peter Wiltse, D.O. 

David Randell. D.O. T. R. Sha<p. D.O. TOMA District Ill Marie Wiseman 

H.H. Randolph . Jr .. D.O Rick Siewert, D.O. TOMA District V Rodney Wiseman, 0.0 

Jeffrey Rett ig, D.O. Sarah Smiley. D.O. TOMA District VI James Woodruff, D.O. 

Jeannie Rhodes. D.O. George Smith, D.O TOMA District VII Paul S. Worrell , D.O. 

Merilyn Richards Selden Smith, D.O TOM A District VIII Capt. Benjamin Young, 0.0 

John Riggs, D.O Smith Kline Beecham TOMA District IX Steven Yount, D.O 

Peggy Rodgers Jerry Smola. D.O TOMA District X Nancy Zachary 

Randall Rodgers. D.O. John Sortore TOMA District XII T. Eugene Zachary, D.O. 

Steve E. Rowley. D.O Sparks Osteopathic TOMA District XV Irvin Zeitler, D.O 

J. Michae l Russell , D.O. Foundation Monte Troutman. D.O. Victor Zima, D.O 

Peggy M. Russell. D.O. Arthur J. Speece, Il L D.O UCB Pharma, Inc. John R. Zond, D.O 

Celina A. Sanchez Dodi Speece Stephen F. Urban, D.O. 

Mario Sanchez. D.O. Kevin Stahl , D.O. Christopher Vanderzant. D.O 

LesT. Sandknop. D.O Roben Stark, D.O Wakefield Pharmaceuticals. Inc. 

Richard Saunders. D.O. Wayne Stockseth Kenneth R. Watkins. D.O 

Joh n Sawtelle. D.O. C. Ray and Edna Stokes Darlene Way 

Amy Saylak Student Associate Auxili ary Bill V. Way. D.O. 

Daniel Say lak. D.O. Summit Bancshares. Inc. Linda Welch. D.O. 

Hubert Scadron. D.O. J. Ross Tanner, D.O Bi ll E. Weldon. D.O 
each issue may not appear 
the following issue. 

-f!!f/NKt3 
TOMA wou ld like to thank the following ''Texas Stars'" who have contributed above the $ 1,000 donation level 

Richard Anderson. D.O. 
Auxiliary to the Texas Osteopathic 

Medical Association 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark A. Baker 
Jay G. Beckwith, D.O 
Dr. and Mrs. John Bowling 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Bradley 
Mary Burnett. D.O. 
Jeffrey Butts. D.O. 
DeWeese Y. Campbell, D.O. 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Castaldi 
Robert M. Chouteau, D.O. 
Dr. and Mrs. George Cole 
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Czewski 
Dallas Southwest Osteopathic Physicians 
William Dean 
Drs. Cynthi a and Gregory Dott 
Carl E. E\ercu. D.O. 
AI E. Faigin. D.O. 
D. Dean Gafford . D.O. 
Samuel B. Ganz. D.O. 
Glaxo Wcllcome. Inc. 
Myron L. Glickfeld. D.O. 
Drs. Donna and Wendell Hand 
Pmricl... Hanford. D.O. 
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Healthcare Insurance Services 
Joel D. Holliday. D.O. 
John P. Hood, D.O 
Houston Osteopath ic Hospital Foundation 
Bobby D. Howard, D.O. 
Lewis Isenberg and 

Nelda Cunniff-Isenberg. D.O . 
Jake Jacobson 
Constance Jenki ns, D.O 
William R. Jenkins, 0 .0 
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Karpen 
Drs. Elva and Royce Keilers 
Victorija Laucius, D.O. 
Dr. and Mrs. Harold Lewis 
Lubbock Osteopathic Fund , Inc. 
R. Greg Maul, D.O 
Robert G. Maul. D.O. 
Dr. and Mrs. Jack McCarty 
Dr. and Mrs. Carl Mitten 
Dareld R. Morris. D.O. 
Ray L. Morri son. D.O. 
Drs. Ann and Bill Nolen 
Osteopathic Health System of Texas 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Peters. Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald M. Peterson 

Pfizer, Inc. 
Dr. and Mrs. Randall Rodgers 
Steve E. Rowley, D.O. 
Dr. and Mrs. Mario A. Sanchez 
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Saylak 
Schering Sales Corp. 
Jeff Schmeltekopf 
A. Duane Selman, D.O. 
T. R. Sharp, D.O. 
Sparks Osteopathic Foundation 
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Speece 
Wayne Stockseth 
TexasACOFP 
TOMA District II 
TOMA District V 
TOMA District X 
TOMA District XV 
Monte E. Troutman. D.O. 
Kenneth R. Walkins, D.O. 
Dr. and Mrs. BillY. Way 
ArthurS. Wiley, D.O. 
Dr. and Mrs. Rodney Wiseman 
Capt. Benjamin Young. D.O. 
Dr. and Mrs. T. Eugene Zachary 
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Opportunities 

PHYSICIANS WANTED 

OCCLPATIONAL MEDICINE OR 
FWILY PRACTICE PHYSICIAN -
WICHITA FALLS, TX -Fas t-paced, 
n:,uJt~ onented physician; experience in 
(kr.:upational Medicine, Primary Care, 
Emergency Medicine or Orthopedics 
helpfu l, but not required. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. , 
M-F, no Medicare/Med icaid, few hospital 
admi~~1011s. occasional call. Gene rous, 
fleJ;1ble package. Contac t: Jamie 
Edw.rds at 940-76 1-3333. (0 1) 

TH}; DEPT OF OBSTETRJCS AND 
GYr<wECOLOGY at the Uni vers ity of 
North Texas Health Science Cemer at Fon 
Won.h as ~eking a fu ll-time BE/BC, 
OBIGYN physician interested in academic 
medkal practice. Position will work with 4 
08/GYN.s and I Mmemal Feral Medicine 
Specialist Salary and Benefits commensu­
rafe WJlh experience. The University of 
~orth Texas Health Science Center at Fort 
Worth IS an EEO/Affirmat ive Action 
InstitutiOn. Send CV to; Robert Adams, 

D.O., Chairman, UNT Hea lth Science 
Center, Department of OB!GYN, 3500 
Camp Bowie Boulevard, Suite 536, Fort 
Worth, TX 76 107-2699. (03) 

TEXAS 0.0. looki ng for fellow profes­
SIOnal to JOin rn the expansion of a 95-
)ear-old pre"entive heahh care company 
he~ in Texa~. Diversify your income 
while securing your future in this non­
choreal ~Ilion. Leave a message at 800-
219-8435. (05) 

BEDI'ORD, TEXAS - Successful D.O 
fam1ly phys1c1an ill looking for an associ­
ate to JOtn h1s busy practice. Located in 

the heart of the DFW metroplex. Pri vate 
pract1ce wi th a quality office staff and 
WJthout the bureaucracy of a large group 
Full \Cope family medic ine, no OB . 
Shared ca ll schedule and compet iti ve 
compen,ation package. Must be a BC/ 8 E 
farru ly physician with three years of post­
graduate training. This is a chance to 
bu1Jd a career, not just another job. Fax 
rour CV to 817-545-3668. (06) 

FAMILY MEDIC INE & MINOR 
EMERGENCY CENTER looking for 
e nergelic BEJBC phys ic ian. Fast growi ng 
2 physic ian g roup. Now accepting appli­
cations fo r immediate opening, or for late 
spring/early summer. Competitive salary 
and benefit pac kage. Very limited call or 
hospita l. Enj oy ttle great lifestyle offered 
by thi s cemral Texas location . Beautiful 
new faci lity in Georgetown, just minutes 
from hill coun try and Austin. Call Sandy 
at 5 12-869-7310 or fax CV to 5 12-869-
56 16. Richard C. Male, Jr. , D.O. ( I 0) 

DALLAS - Physician needed at walk-in 
GP clinic. Flex ible hours or pan-time. 
214-330-7777. (I I) 

DOCTOR NEEDED in vari ous parts of 
Texas to work small hospital emerge ncy 
rooms on weekends. Also. full-time/part­
time primary care opportunities avai lable 
For more information , call Jerry at the 
Lewis Group at 800-460-8 159. (20) 

DALLAS/FO RT WORTH - Physician 
opportunity to work in low stress, office 
based prac tice. Regul ar offi ce hours. 
Lucrmive salary plus benefits. No call , no 
weekends, and no e mergenc ies. Please 
call Li sa Abell at 800-254-6425 or FAX 
CV to 972-256-1882. (25) 

AMBULATORY FAMILY PRACTICE 
has opportunities for FT/PT BC/BE FP. 
Full benefi ts package for FT incl uding 
malpractice, paid time off, expenses for 
CME!Lic. fees. Flex ible schedule , no 
night call , no hospital work, no ad minis­
trat ive hass les. Enjoy the lifestyle 
afforded by the Metrop lex. Please FAX 
CV to 8 17-283- 1059 or call Shannan at 
8 17-283- 1050. (36) 

Unlimited 
OFFICE S PACE AVA ILABLE 

MEDICAL BUILDING FOR SALE -
2,700 square foot medica l building 
located on Harwood Rd . in Bedford, 
Tarrant County. Contai ns operating room. 
recovery room and exam rooms. Two 
emryways all ow space to be subdivided 
into two suites. Contact: Ri chard 
Mi nkerffy ler Trahant , Ri chard D. Minkcr 
Co., 817-335-5600 

E-mailttrahant@rdminker.com. (07) 

FOR SALE - FAM ILY PRACTICE, 
AUSTIN, TEXAS. Net $200,000/no hos­
pital. Wi ll finance. Wi ll work with new 
associate/owner during transition period. 
Contact TOMA at 800-444-8662. (09) 

GULF COAST CLINIC - 4,100 sq. ft. 
to include lab and (4} suites. Near Navy 
base on beautiful Gulf of Mex ico. 
Growing community. Hospital and nurs­
ing home three blocks away. Lease (pos­
sible purchase in future) . Contact Mrs. 
Kumm at 5 12-758-3660. (17) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FOR SALE - Late model MA X-ray 
and processor with view box and acces­
sories; hydrau li c stretc her; transport 
stretchers; Coulter counter and dilUier; 
storage cabinets; office desk; assorted 
o ther items - very good condition . 
Contact: Or. Glen Dow or Office 
Manager, 817-485-47 1 I. (48) 

Classified Advertising Ad Rates 
TOMA Members- $10 per insertion 

Non-Members- $1 .00 per word (25 word minimum) 
For more information call the TOMA office 

at 512-708-8662 or 800-444-8662 
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For Your Information 
OSTEOPATHIC AGENCIES 
American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians . 
Texas Society of American College of Osteopathic 

Fami ly Physicians 

American Osteopathic Association 

Washington Office 

American Osteopathic Healthcare Association 

Dean, Jacobson Financial Services 
For Premium Rates, Enroll ment & Information 
TOMA Major Medical Insurance 
TOMA Disability Insurance Program . 

UNTHSCffexas College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Dallas Metro 

Medicare Office 
Part A Telephone Unit . 
Part 8 Telephone Unit . 
Profile Questions 
Provider Numbers 

Established new physician (solo) 
Established new physician (group) 
All changes to existing provider number records 

Medicaid/NHIC 
CHAMPUS/Generallnquiry . 
Texas Medical Foundation 

Toll free ........ . 
Texas Osteopathic Medical Association 

in Texas .. 
FAX: 
E-MaiL ............. . 

TOMA Physicians ' Health and Rehabili tation Program . 
TOMA Med-Search 

TEXAS STATE AGENCIES 
Texas Health and Human Services Commission 
Department of Health 
Department of Public Safety: 

Controlled Substance Division . 
Triplicate Prescription Section .... 

Texas State Board of Medical Examiners . 

Registration 
Fonnal Complaints 

FAX:. 

Consumer Disciplinary Hotline . 

Texas State Board of Pharmacy 
Texas Workers ' Compensation Commission 

Medical Review Division 
Texas Hospital Association 
Texas Department of Insurance 
Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services . 
Texas Poison Control Center Network . 

n mE RAL AGENCIES 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
For state narcotics number ... 
For DEA number (fonn 224) .. 
Dh·ersion policy & related questions .. 

CANCER INFORMATION 
Cat~Cer lnfonnation Service 

in Texas 

. 8001323-0794 

.. 888-892-2637 
. 512n08-9959 

3121202-8000 
.. 800/62 1-1773 

. 202/544-5060 
8001962-9008 

30 1/968-AOHA (2642) 

800/32 1-0246 
. 800/32 1-0246 

.. 800/32 1-0246 
. 817n35-2000 
. 429-9 120 

. 800/8 13-8868 
. . 903/463-4495 
. 214n66-7408 

.. 214n66-6162 
. 214n66-6163 

.. 214n66-6158 
. 512/343-4984 
. 800/406-2833 

. . 512/329-66 10 
. 800n25-92 16 
. 512n08-TOMA (8662) 
. 800/444-TOMA (8662) 

5 121708- 14 15 
. toma@ txosteo.org 

. . 800/896-0680 
. 800/444-TOMA 

. 512/4 16-0366 
512/458-7 111 

. 5 12/424-2 188 

. 512/424-2 189 

. 5 121305-7010 

. 5 12/305-7006 
5 121305-7020 
8001201-9353 

. 800/248-4062 

5 121305-8000 
. 5121448-7900 

5 121707-5889 
. 80Qn52-9403 
. 5 121463-6169 

5121450-4800 
. 800/POISON-1 
. 8Cl0n64-766 1 

5121424-2000 ext. 21 50 
. 214/640-080 I 

214/640-0849 

. 713n92-3245 

. 8001392-2040 
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Looking tor a DYNAMIC, SOPHISTICATED, yet 

MANAGEABLE INVESTMENT PHILOSOPHY? 
'lllrE'VE GOT THE ANS'1MER ... 

Strategic 
Asset 

Management 
Setting a new standard in 

Fee-based Asset Management 
• Over 2000 no load/load waived Mutual Funds with varying 

inveshnent objectives.* 

• Access to individual Stocks and Bonds. 

• Professional Management through a Strategic Asset Allocation 
inveshnent methodology. 

• Fee-based compensation. No more loads, commissions or surrender 
charges.* 

• Ability to switch between Funds and Fund Families. 

Easy-to-understand Consolidated Quarterly Statements. 

DEAN, JACOBSON 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC 

A Registered Investment Advisor 

800-321-0246 

SAM is offered through: 

LINSCO/PRIVATE LEDGER 
A Registered Investment Advisor 

Member NASD/SJPC 

10/97 

'Nom~nal transaction costs may occur depending on account .size. Certain mutual fund!! available in the SAM program pay JZb· l fees. 
Dean,Jacobson financial Services, U.C U kx:ated at 3 11 2 W. 4th Street, fort Worth, TX 76107. 



Texas Osteopathic Medical Association 

1415 Lavaca Street 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
AUSTIN , TEXAS 
Permit No. 1539 

Austin , Texas 7870 1- 1634 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

5199 

DID YOU KNOW;I 
Included among the manv products and services we offer are: 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Competitive 10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 year level term premiums 

Quality traditional whole life (cash value) products 

Innovative variable universal life (VUL) products with mutual funds* 

Coordination of life insurance policies with other planning goals 

call the financial 
planners vou can trust. 

DEAN, JACOBSON FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC 
Fort Worth (817) 335-32 14 

Dallas Metro (972) 445-5533 
Toll Free (800) 32 1-0246 

The only fmanci41 services firm endorsed by the Texas Osteopathic Medical Association 

•VUL~lliJ.~produtt. A!> such LlLSptm~through Unsco/Prival( Ledgtt,~kmbcr_NASD/SIPC. Coot~ DJFS for~ prasp«M 
•-tucb comJUU more oompkte mfomuuon ~ ~~ fen ~d other expen5t5. Pkue read 11 carefully bd"ore you Ln\"eSl or- smd money 


