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defined that physicians appear to be content to do nothing, 
firmly believing that they are safe from the defrauding meth­
ods of unscrupulous manufacturers. 

Proprietary House Insolvent-and Physicians Lose? 
(F1·om The Jow·nal A. M. A., Oct. 17, 1908.) 

The Pas Avena Chemical Company, whose product, Pas 
Avena, was exposed in TnE JouRXAL a few months ago, has 
recently failed, according to our pharmaceutical exchanges . In 
recording the fact, one journal says: 

" It is reported that considerable stock of this com­
pany had been sold to physicians." 

At this time, when physicians are importuned daily to in­
vest money in various wildcat pharmaceutical concerns, this 
sentence might well be u sed "to point a moral or adorn a 
tale." 

PEPTO-MANGAN (GUDE ) . 

Scientific Work Misrepresented and Commercialized. 

(From Tile Journal A .. J1I. A., Sept. !S, 190S .) 

In pursuance of the deli berately assumed purpose to en­
lighten the physicians of the United States on all features of 
the t raffic in proprietary remedies, there will be offered to 
our r eaders not only information regarding th e composi t ion 
of such remedies, but also facts concerning the methods of 
their advertising and sale, which come to light in such shape 
as to be of service to the profession. No firm or product will 
be subj ected to attack, but publicity will be gi ven to all facts 
obtainable. Having in mind this purpose the following recital 
of facts is offered to the profession as an illustration of meth­
ods employed in the proprietary trade, and as a step in the 
era of pharmaceutic publicity. 

Under date of Dec. I , 1904, there was publi shed by the 
government of Porto Rico a "Report of the Commission for 
the Study and Treatment of 'Anemia' in Porto Rico." The 
splendid scientific results of this study of uncinariasis we 
commented on editorially1 February 11, page 478. A few weeks 

1. This editorial brought from the Breitenbach Company a letter 
addressed to THE JouRNAL of the American Medical Association, 
which Is worth quoting in this connect ion, and also In connection 
with the correspondence with the I1Ied·ical Record, which follows . 
The italics are ours: 

"It seems to us. in looking over the issue of your journal fo•· 
Feb. 11, that the editorial department of your publication Is quite 
at variance with your advertising pages. A short while ago we 
sent you a new electrotype stating that peptomangan was par-
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ago lhe I. J. Breitenbach Company of New York circulated 
among physicians what purports to be an abstract of this 
report, claiming that "this rcporL alon would suffi ce to estab· 
I i h pepto-mangan at once a I he foremost hematinic known." 
Physicians, of course, realize lhat no other proprietary firm 
ever had so many "original" ''write-ups' ' inserted in the read­
ing page of medical journals. It may fairly be said that the 
medical press l1as been subsidized by the Breitenbach Company 
to an extent equaled by no other. So in this instance, medical 
joumal lmYe recently been publi bing as "reading notices," 
or a " publi . hers· notr~ ,' ' ext ra d s from the COlliJYllly 's pam ­
ph let, e pecially made for the purpose. The Breitenbach Com­
pany haYing, as quoted, staked so much on the results of the 
commission's u e of " pepto-mangan ( Gude) ," it becomes a mat­
ter of medical importance to look into the facts. 

The commission treated, so far as co l'erecl in thi ~ repor L. 
5,490 cases of uncinariasis. Of these it presented in detail the 
clinical histories of 61 cases. In 18 of these 61 cases the 
comm.i ion admini st ered "pepto-mangan ( Gude) ," which had 
been donated by the Breitenbach Company. Of these 18 cases 
the Breitenbach Company says they " were selected on account 
of their extreme eYerity, and thus these cases represent the 
most crucial test to which any iron preparation can be sub­
jected.'' Further, we are told: "The re ults obtained point 
o distinctly to the supremacy of 'pepto-mangan (Gude),' 

ticularly appli cable to the an emia of uncinariasis, and produced 
pc itive results if administered after proper treatment for the 
expulsion oC the pa ras ite. We did not make this statement unu: 
we had had con clusive proof from t ests Illilde by eminent men in 
the profession that such was the case. We make no haphazard 
statements ourselves. It is ev ident that cithe1· you1· edito1·s do not 
read the advertising pages ot yow· jounw!. or they wish to make a 
direct slap at one of their advert is ers, and we can hardly see how 
it f to be any ad vanta_qe tor tts to place an ad~:ert'isement with 
you, if it~ til e editorial 1Jaqes y ou are going to directly contmdict 
our stat ements. lYe refer to your editorial on page 478, in which 
you make the statement: ''l'he day of blind 1·eliance on iron, quinin, 
and tonics in qcncral in the treatment ot anetnic conditions in 
tropicat countries i s past. 1Wt: er t o 1·etunt .' and this in the face of 
our adYertisement f or which we pay you. It looks to us a little 
like taking our money and in tul'll going out of your way to slap 
us in the face, for had that pa ragraph been omitted from your 
editorial, \Ye think you will agree with us that the value of the 
article would have in no way been lessened, and we should feel iu 
a very diiTerent frame of mind th a n we do now. Had it been 
written by one of your contributors we would have let the state­
ment pass. and set it down to ignorance, but, coming as it does 
from your editors, tc lzo sh ould be tll o,·ott_qhly conv ersa nt with the 
odt·crliscm ents you c11n·y, we can not hut feel that is is v ery tm-
1 r i cndly towa rd u ~. 

· '"e ha ll be glad t o bear from you on the subject." 
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etc., and ' the report may be r egarded a.s a supreme test' and 
'as a triumph for pepto-ma.ngan (Gude) .'" 

With these claims before u s it is more than interesting to 
a nal yze t he reports of the cnses from which they are drawn . 
In 14 of the 18 " pepto-mangan (Gude)" cases that combina­
tion was the only iron prepara tion u sed; in the r emaining 
4 Blaud's pill was used d uring the latter p>trt of trratm0nt. 
In the other 43 cases (not mentioned in the Breitenbach 
pamphlet) the iron was administer ed in the form of Vallet's 
mass or Blaud's pill , either or both, with the exception of two 
cases in whi ch no iron was used . In closing its report the 
commi sion notes that iron alone wit hout expulsion of the 
uncinaria is of littl e benefit and plnys a part secondary to 
anth elmintic . Therefore, in thi s "supreme test ," the r elative 
value of the hematinic used will be la rgely determined by the 
time consum ed in r elieving the symptomatic a nemia after re­
moval of the parasit ic cause. 

Analyzing t he 61 cases the following facts come to light, and 
it should here be noted that nothing in th e original r eport in­
dicates t he "extreme severity" of the "pepto-rnangan ( Gude)" 
cases as compared with those in which other iron preparations 
were u sed. For the present purpose it is sufficient to compare 
the "pepto-ruangan ( Gude)" cases with those in which Blaud's 
pill alone was used : 

Cases. 
"Pepto-mangan ( Gude)" case repor ted cured 9 
"Pepto-maugau (Gude)" cases reported cured 

in whi ch Bland's pill was used in lat ter 
oart of treatment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fi 

Bland 's pill cases reported cured ........ . . 26 

Av. t ime of 
treatment. 

Days. 
79.77 

74.8 
49 

Two " pepto-mangan ( Gude) " cases were r eported " im­
proved" in an average treatment t ime of 87 days, while the 
other two were fatal cases. This "supreme test" then shows 
t ha t the patients treated w ilh Blaud's pill r ecovered from the 
a nem ia in less than two-thirds of the time required when 
" pepto-rnangan (Gude)" was used. On this point the com­
mission itself says (page 119 ) : " Thus it is qui te difficult to 
accurately judge the comparative value of different iron prepa­
rations, ye t it is noti ced, even by some patients, that Blaud's 
pill gave more rapid re ul ts ." 

In the face of these cl ini cal facts and of this plain declara­
tion from the commiss ion, th e physician may well ask: Why 
in the name of prudence did the Breitenbach Company circu­
late a pamphlet a nd advertise in medical journals a claim 
t hat "this r eport a lone would suffice to establish pepto,man­
gan at once as th e fo remost hematini c known ?" As the re-



205 

port actually draws a contrary les on, the cour e of Lbe com· 
pany can only be explain d eith er a due to iLs exaggerated 
<:onfidencc in the credulity of physician or to its own neglect 
to read the report before abstratl ing it. \Vhi ch hypothesis 
is mosL probable ? Physici:Ul s who ha l'e r end the " write ups" 
of "pcpLo-mangan (Gude)" appear ing in nearly all the med­
ical journals of Lhe country will ha l'e no dilllculty in answer­
ing this question. La ily, what of the honesty of circulating 
among medical men o misleading a document ? 

Letter from the Porto Rico Anemia Commission. 
(F1·om Tlle Jounwl A. M . A ., Oct . 7, 1906, 1099.) 

ArBON lTO, P. R., Sept. 18, 1905. 
To the Editor :-IL ha come to our notice that the report 

of this co=ission, publi bed Dec. 1, 1904, is being used by 
the manufacturers of Gude's pepto-rnangan to advertise their 
preparation of iron. As this adverti ement puts us in a very 
unenviable and erroneous light before the medical profession 
generally, will you be kind enough to publish the following 
statement? , 

The advertisement in question purport to be a review of 
thi report and, having attracted attention, proceeds by erro­
neou deductions and half-quotation in such a manner that 
one might believe that the commission indorsed their prepara­
tion of iron as the be t hema ti c in the treatment of the anemia 
of uncinariasis. 

As a matter of fac t , the report (page 119) clearly states 
that we found the carbonate of iron to give the best results. 
Our repor t, on account of the limited edition, has never reached 
the majority of our professional brethren, and for this reason 
we quote the portion r eferred to: 

··It will be noticed that slight ca C' readily recover without 
iron, and here the di!Ierence in the ta bles is more marked, 
while there is less dili'erencc among the marked cases 111 pro­
portion to their number. In other words, the more resistant 
cases of all grades r ecei\·ed iron, but even then did not gener­
ally recover as rapidly as those less r ebellious without, for 
while ferruginous preparat ions seem to a ct r eadily in some 
in tanc , till, in the ma jority, its effect was not marked. 
The rapidity of cure i due, apparent ly, more to the personal 
equation of the patient and the rapidi ty with which the para­
sites are expelled, than to the amount of reconstructive treat- · 
ment. Thu it i quite difficult accurately to judge the com­
parati,·e value of different iron preparation , yet it was no­
ticed, even by some patient , that Bland's pill gave more rapid 
re ult _., 
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We do not beli eve that a perusal of the histories of tbe 
eighteen cases which the advertisement quotes demonstrates 
the superiority of pepto-mangan ( Gude), as these patients re­
covered more slowly lhan others of the same type who took 
Blaud's pills or Vallet's mass. In fact, on account of this 
slow recovery the carbonai.e of iron was substituted for pepto­
mangan in five of the eighteen cases (Cases 8, 9, 10, 13 and 
15). We ceased to use pepto-mangan and gave none to the 
later cases. 

To support om statement we invite attention to the follow­
ing figures taken from the very report which the Breitenbach 
Company cite as proving the superiority of their preparation: 

There are sixty-one cases reported in full with complete 
blood records and clinical histories. In eighteen of them pepto­
mangan was used save toward the termination of five of them, 
when Blaud's pills were substituted. In eleven cases Vallet's 
mass was used, supplemented by Blaud's pills. In twenty-nine 
cases Blaud's pills were used exclusively. Three cases have 
no bearing on the subj ect. 

Reconstructive. Pepto-mangan Blaud"'s Vallet 's 
treatment. (Gude). pills. mass. 

Average hemoglobin before 
treatment, per cent....... 20.7 26.5 18.1 

Average number days under 
treatmen t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.7 47.9 69.8 

Average gain In hemoglobin 
during treatment per cent. 62.3 66.8 66'.6 
But to bring out the difference between these drugs more 

vividly eighteen pairs of cases of like type have been tabu­
lated, whose initial hemoglobins absolutely or nearly corre­
spond. One of each pair was treated by Blaud's pills, the 
other by pepto-mangan. The demonstration is all the more 
potent in that both drugs were used in their true role as blood 
regenerators, with thymol administered to both alike. 

That is to say, of eighteen pairs of almost identical cases, 
the initial average of hemoglobin percentage in the cases 
treated by Blaud's pills was 21.9; in those treated by pepto­
mangan (Gude), 20.7; the average number of days under 
treatment was 48.7 in the cases treated by Bland's pills; in 
those treated by pepto-mangan ( Gude), 80.7; the average 
gain in hemoglobin under Blaud's pills was 68.1 per cent.; 
under pepto-mangan ( Gude), 62.3 per cent. 

vVe tried to use a variety of iron preparations and w~re 
·offered the pepto-manganates made by this company. We 
bad no idea that this preparation differed essentially from 
any other pepto-manganate of iron, and it certainly may not, 
but had we considered the pepto-manganates of superior value 
as blood regenerators we would have said so. As it is, we 
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have said the contrary and wrote this company to that effect 
at the time we became convinced of it. 
Case. 1rorm of Iron Hemoglobin be- Days under •.rota! gain 

No. used fore treatment. treatment. hemoglobin. 
1. Pepto-mangan ... 3::l 100 68 

56. Bland's pills .... 33 56 70 
3. Pepto-mangan ... ?- 71 78 -..> 

52. Bland's pills .... 25 36 75 
4. Pepto-mangan ... 28 97 72 

50. Bland's pills .... 27 36 75 
6. Pepto-mangan ... 22 101 48 

25. Bland's pills .... 22 43 78 
7. Pepto-mangan ... 10 63 93 

28. Bland's pills • 0. 0 11 71 90 
8. Pepto-mangan ... 34 101 44 

46. Bland's pills .... 35 36 6'9 
9. Pepto-mangan ... 20 99 83 

43. Bland's pills . ... 20 50 81 
10. Pepto-mangan ... 20 92 84 
51. Bland's pills 0 ••• 20 50 63 
11. Pepto-mangan . .. 32 95 48 
47. Bland's pill s .... 32 36 70 
12. Pepto-mangan ... 27 80 3 
53. Bland's pills . .. . 25 50 84 
13. Pepto-mangan ... 14 94 95 
23. Bland's pills .... 14 50 66 
14. Pepto-mangan ... 16 93 85 
45. Bland's pills • 0 •• 16 57 46 
15. Pepto-mangan ... 11 84 99 
22. Bland's pills .... 12 71 92 
16. Pepto-mangan ... 20 92 70 
60. Bland's pills .... 19 28 71 
17. Pepto-mangan ... 9 36 6 
21. Bland's pills .... 13 71 89 
18. Pepto-mangan ... 16 08 66 
59. Bland's pills .... 18 53 57 
19. Pepto-mangan .. . 28 49 75 
42. Bland's pills .... 31 57 3 
33. Pepto-mangan ... 9 8 6 
20. Bland's pills .... 22 27 48 

This commission does not wish to be understood to con­
sider the use of reconstructive treatment as a necessity in the 
anemia of uncinariasis. Such an idea is a ll the more absurd 
in view of the fact that in the 12,000 treated under its 
direction since June l, l!J05, comparatively little reconstruc­
tive treatment has been used, many cases receiving none at all. 
As our experience with this disease widens, our opinion is 
strengthened that anthelmintic treatment is not only cura­
tive, but promptly so, in the vast majority of cases, iron or 
no iron. Thanking you in advance for the u se of your columns, 
we are, very truly yours, 

BAILEY K. ASIIFORD, 

W. W. KING, 

PEDRO GUTIERREZ YGARAVIDEZ, 

Members of the Commission. 
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An Investigation Into the Reliability of an Alleged Scientific 
Report. 

(From 'l'he Jounwl A. M. Ll. , ilp•·il 6, 1901, 1197.} 
In TnE JouRNAL, Sept. 23, 1905, we exposed the misuse, 

by the exploiters of P epto-]\'[a ngan, of the government report 
on anemia in Porto Rico. The conclusion of the Government 
Commission, which investi gated lhc anemia prevalent in Porto 
Rico, was that iron was of subsidiary importance in treat­
ment, and that the carbonate, as represented by Blaud's pills, 
seemed to give the best results. Immediately Messrs. M. J. 
Breitenbach & Co. u sed this report to exploit their preparation 
(Pepto-Mangan)-first in advertisements and reading notices 
a nd laler in a garbled extract of the report printed in pamph­
let form and scattered broadcast among physicians. This 
pamphlet conveyed the idea that Pepto-Mangan bad been 
endorsed by · the government as superior to any other iron 
preparation, and that it had proved most efficacious in the 
treatment of anemia; that "this report alone would suffice to 
establish Pepto-Mangan at once as the foremost hematinic 
known." The Commission later published a denial, sta.ting 
lhat Pepto-Mangan was used by them only for a little while, 
because it was found to be of even less value than other iron 
preparations. 

Some months ago another pamphlet was sent out by the 
same company purporting to give the resulls of the treatment 
of 32 cases of " infantile anemia" at the Infants' Hospital, 
Randall's Island, I ew York City. The report was written by 
Mateo M. Guillen, designated as house physi cian and surgeon. 
A cursory examinalion of this pamphlet showed that five of 
the 32 cases cited had an initial blood count of over 4,500,000 
erythrocytes, and one over 70 per cent. hemoglobin, with 
nearly 4,000,000 r eds. Thus 18 per cent. of the ~ases cited 
could not be classified as anemia. 'Moreover, in 26 cases the 
anem ia had followed some acute disease or the patients were 
convalescent from such a disease. In either case, spontaneous 
improvement was naturally to be expected. 

THE UNRELIABLE REPOR'l'. 

These facts arou ed suspicion and suggested further inves­
tigation. Accordingly, we had the books of the hospital in­
spected by a competent representative, who devoted consid­
erable time to a careful examination of the original r ecords of 
the hospital. His report follows : 

" In reply to your r equest that I examine into the 
authenticity of the cases advertised as having been treated 
with Pepto-Mangan at the City Hospital, Randall's Island, 
I am able to make the following report, after a thorough 
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examination of the records of the hospital in the clerk's 
office, t he daily charts and the physicians' order books. 

"Dr . Mateo M. Guillen, house physician in 1902, whose 
name is at tached to the report as hrtv ing treated the cases 
with P epto-Mangan, has been in South America since that 
time. Through the kindnc s of Dr. William L. Stowell , 
visit ing physician at the Infants' Hospital, I was furnished 
wit h t he full names and data of the patients whose cases 
a re r eported, so I was able to get the correct histories of 
them in t he hospita l records. Dr. Stowell informed me 
that he was aware that some of the patients had received 
P epto-Mangan simply as one form of iron, though be be­
lieved th e simpler forms of iron preferable, and that if I 
would trace the treatment in the cases I would doubtless 
find the simpler form s of iron prescribed. 

"Examination of t he hospital r eco rds and daily charts 
of the cases show remarkable discrepancies from the r esults 
and treatment as a dver t ised in ihe Pepto-Mangan pam­
pblet. Some of th e most striking are the following : 

"Tiuee pat ients, r eported in the pamphlet as cured 
through t he use of P epto-Mangan, the hospital records 
show died, viz.: 

"Case II, K. T. (Katie Turner). 
"Case XIX. W. B. ( Willi am Darkdale). 
"Case XXII, R. S. (Reuben Schehr) . 
"The results in all the cases are advertised as being ob­

tained by Pepto-Mangan . On the contrary, the daily 
charts and the doctor 's order books show that some of t he 
patients neveT r eceived Pepto-Mangan. For instance, in 
Case XII, L. C. (Lillian Codney), instead of Pepto-Mangan, 
was gi vcn syTupus f e1Ti iodini, and at other t imes malt ­
zyme and liquid pcptonoids and various local, external 
and symptomatic medicines, but at no time was Pepto­
Mangan prescribed. 

"Similarly, in Case XIII, I. H. (Irene Harowit z) was 
never given Pepto-Mangan. 

"The charts of Case IV, C, V. (Catherine Vaugh) show 
th at P epto-Mangan was only prescribed once, and at 
otlH•1· (imrs s lw w·,, l! i\('ll -"'J ~"IIJ !I ' S {Nri iorlidi . 

"Similarl y, the charts of Crtse V, H. V: (Helen Vaugh) 
show t hat Pepto-M::mgan was only presented once, and at 
oth er times wa s gin•n S/J!"II pus {1 n i ioriirli. 

" In Case XVIII, W. B. (William Born) was given Pepto­
J\fangan on Ju ly l fl , but iL \\' liS tl isl'ont inned on Au;..:usl 
13, a lthough the pamphlet states that he was under 
treatment fifteen weeks. 

" In Case X, D. S. (David Smulewitz) was given syrup 
of hypophosphites and cod-liver oil a long with t he Pepto­
Mangan. 

" I was informed by Dr. Oberdorfcr, who was on the hos­
piLal st aff at the same t ime, that in Case I , E. p_ (Eva 
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Pases), though Peptq-Mangan was given, arsenic was 
pushed in very large doses . 

"Of the thirty-two cases r eported in th~ Pepto-Mangan 
pamphlet, only twenty-two were reported by Dr. Stowell, 
and among the hi tory charts for that period I was unable 
to find any cases corresponding to the initials of the 
additional ten cases. 

"I hereby swear that the above statements are correct 
data taken from the records of the City Infants' Hospital, 
Randall's I sland, and am able at any time to prove them 
by the mentioned reco rd s. GEORGE M. GELSER."' 
[Mr. Geiser is a ~e ni o r student in the medical department nf 

Com ell University.] 
SUMMARY. 

This throws a somewhat diiTerent light on the impressive 
report of thirty-two cases. Analysing the results obtained, 
we find that 13 cases, namely, Cases VII, XV, XXI, and all of 
the cases from XXIII to XXXli, were not found on the hos­
pital records. The table in the pamphlet shows that the 
patient in Case V died. The hospital records show that Pa­
tients II, XIX and XXII, which were r eported as cured, also 
died. The records also show that in Cases XII and XIII 
Pepto-Mangan was never given; that in Cases l V and V but 
a single dose was given; that in Cases I and X th is prepara­
tion was given in conjunction with other preparations, such 
as syrup of hypophosphit.es and iron, cod-liver oil, etc., which 
can certainly claim a share in the r esults. In Case XVIII, in 
which the report says Pepto-Mangan was given for fifteen 
weeks, the records show that it was given but three weeks 
and a half. Cases XIII, XV and XVII a re not cases of anemia 
at alL Striking these from the table, we have left eight 
ca~es entered on the hospital records, in which there is evi­
dence that Gude's Pepto-Mangan was administered. But the 
table itself shows that seven of them, namely Cases III, VI, 
VIII, IX, XI XIV and XX, were entered as convalescent at 
the time of beginning treatment, the anemi a following some 
acute disease, such as pneumonia, whooping-cough, broncho­
pneumonia, enterocolitis and summer diarrhea. In all of these 
cases, anemia is to be expected during the height of the dis­
ease, and rapid r ecovery from the anemia, as soon as conva­
lescence is established, would also be observed in 95 per cent. 
of a ll cases which received ordinary care and nourishment, 
regardles of medication. The imposing and delusive chart 
which bas, on first sight, such an ultra-scienti fic appearance, 
melts down under impartial investigation to a single case 
wh ich is in any sense worthy oi consiueration. Ga~e XYl i~ 

reported as that of a child, 22 months old, suffering from 
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a nemia, accompany ing uculc Lul.>ercular epiphysitis. In this 
case, Pepto-Mangan was given for nine weeks. An increase 
of red blood corpuscles from 2,004,000 to 3,872,222, and ::111 

increase of hemoglobin from 40 to 64 per cent. took place 
in th e same period. Even the sanguine a nd optimistic author 
of the pamphlet and !he compiler of th e chart does not ven­
ture to r ecord this case as anything more than improved. 

PREYALENT DISREGAIW OF TRUTH. 

Two things may be learned from this interesting analysis. 
The first is that so-called scientific reports are only of value in 
proportion !.o the veracity and reliability of the writer . Unless 
the s tatements of t he author are founded on scientificall y 
es!.ablishcd facts, they are delusive and as dangerous as the 
false lights of a sh ipwreeker or the decoy signals of a train 
robber. It seems incredible !.hat any physician having the 
sl ightcst conception of the dignity and honor of the profes­
sion would deliberately falsify and distort hospital records for 
Lhe sake of the pittance ofTered by proprietary houses, whose 
preparations he lauds, or fo r the sake of the cheap notoriety 
which he obtams while lending his name to such a deception. 

The second and equally deplorable fac t is that firms com­
posed of men who are personally honorable seek to obtain 
business by means of s uch unjustifiable methods. It might 
be said in defense that !.he M. J. Breitenbach Company did 
not investigate the statements set forth in the pamphlet, 
and that it relied on the truthful ness of the writer. This does 

nol relieve Lite firm of ils rc~ponciii.Jili ly. 

There is an appar ent tendency on the part of proprieta ry 
houses io accept any repor t, statement or t estimonial, no 
matter how obviously absurd, distorted or highly colored-if 
on ly it be faY orable to thei r preparations-and to eliminate and 
to suppress any unfavorable r epor ts or facts. Thi s t endency 
has helped to produce !.he present deplorable conditions in Lhc 
proprietary medicine bu siness. Such methods are not scientil1c; 
they arc not even in accord with the ordinary principles of 
business honesty, which arc s upposed to obtain among repu­
table merchants . An ]J onorable and legitimate business should 
have a better foundation Lh::tn advertis ing matter which will 

noL stand in Yestigati on. 
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PHENALGIN-A TYPICAL EXAMPLE. 
(F1'0>n The Jovrnal !l. M .A., Jon. JS. 190G, 1-1\ u:ul J an. 1. 1006. ~90.) 

Last June' we devoted considerable space to the ·extravagant 
therapeutic claims made for "Phenalgin" by its vendors. At 
this tim e we propose to refer to the misinformation-to use 
a conservative term-that the Etna Chemical Company has 
promulgated regarding the composition of their preparation. 

Last June the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry officially 
published to the medical profession of the United States the 
information that repeated examinations showed that "Phenal­
gin" is a simple mixture of acetan ilid and sodium bicarb. or 
ammonium carb. So far as we know, no direct denial of th e 
truth of this has been made. There has appeared what we 
presume is meant as an answer; it is couched in this sentence. 

"PIIENALGIN IS JUST WIIAT WE IIAVE ALWAYS SAID 
IT TO BE." 

From this expression-whi ch has been repeated in bold, black 
letters in practical ly a ll the advertisements since last June-. 
we presume that we a1e to understand that in . the past they 
have stated what it is. 

It would have been just as easy and more satisfactory if the 
Phena lgin people, instead of saying : "Phenalgin is just what 
we have a lways said it to be," had said what it is, since the 
average physician ha s neither the tim e nor the inclination to 
look up their l iterature. 

For the benefit of those who desire to know what the vend­
ors of Phenalgin " have said it to be," we have gone over their 
advert ising literature of th e past , with th e following results, 
which are in the form of quotations from their advertise­
ments: 

"AN Ali1ERICAN CoAL-TAR PRODUCT-PHEN.A.LGIN-THE 
0 ' LY SYNTHETIC STHIULAN'D, NON-TOXIC, ANTIPYRETIC, AN­
ALGESIC AND IIYPNOTIC. 

"PHENALGIN IS THE ONLY AMMONIATED SYNTHETIC 
COAL-TAR PRODUCT MADE FROM CHEMICALLY PURE MATE­
RJALS." [What have the Ammonal people to say to this?) 

'·A SYNTHETIC COAL-TAH PRODt;CT Ok" THE .c\~IJD0- ]3EN­

ZIXE SERIES, CONTAINING NASCENT AliUIO"'IA."' 
"THESE TWO CHEllliCALS [ 'stimulant ammonia of coal-tar 

origin' and 'chemica lly pure phenlyacetamide'] COMBINE 
UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS SO AS TO OBTAIN A PRODUCE 
WHICH IIE [Dr. Cyrus Edson) NAMED PHENALGIN OR AM­
li10NIATED PIIENYLACETAMIDE." 

1. See '.riTE J oun:-;AL A. )!. A. , June 24, 1903, p. 109 7. 
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"PHENALGJN IS A COMPOUND OF PECULIAR CHARACTER 
WHICH CAl'\ NOT llE EXTEMPORANEOUSLY MADE INTO TAB­
I,ETS FROlii THE POWDERED DRUG, WITHOUT SERIOUSLY 
CHANGING AND IMPAIRJ 'G ITS MEDICINAL QUALITIES." 

We believe these quotations a re sufficient io show what the 
Etna Chemical Company has "always said it to be." In going 
over the literatu re for spveral year s past we find the above 
stated in the same, or similar, words in nearly all of it. From 
the above four statements may be deduced: l. They have 
sbtecl i hat Ph en algin is a •vnthf'ti<'2 llrf'Da ration: 2. thPv have 
conveyed th e impression that Phenalgin is a chemical com­
pound; 3, th ey have announced repeatedly that it is the "only" 
preparation of the kind, and 4, they have cla imed that Phenal­
gin is non-toxic. 

"\Ve beli eve that these four statements represent in plain 
Rn7l ish what the above quotations mean. They are all abso-
1 utel:v fal se. Phenalgin is not synthetic; it is not a chemi­
rrrl compound; it is not the only ammoniated phenylacetamide, 
or the only acetanilid mixture containing carbonate of am­
monia-and it is most positively toxic. 

In one place it is stated that Dr. Cyrus Edson 
"EMPLOYED TITS GREAT FA('ILTTm<; FO'~ ('IfK\fT('AL HI':­

SEARCH AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHEJIIICAL EXPERIMENT 
FOR TilE PURPOSE OF PRODUCING A FORllfULA FOR A CO:I.I­
BTNATION OF STIMULANT AMMONIA OF COAL-TAR ORIGIN 
(sic) AND CHEli!ICALJ-Y PURE PIIENYLACETAllfiDE, ALSO A 
COAL-TAR PRODUCT WHICH liE NAMED PHENALGIN, 
OR AMMONIATED PifENYLACETAl\ITDE." 

In anotl1er p lrrce we read thrrt Phenalgin is made 
"UNDER THE Il\IUEDIATE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF TTIE 

ORIGINAL INVENTOR OF AMMONIATED COAL-TAR PRODUCTS." 

By comparing this last quotation-which is from a current­
! 905-advertisement-with the preceding one it will be no-
ticed that we are asked to believe that Phenalgin is made 
"under the immediate supervision of" Dr. Cyrus Edson-and 
yet Dr. Cyrus Edson died Dec. 2, 1903. This is equal to Lydia 
Pinkham's prPscribing for the suffering women of America 
when the dear old sou l had been dead for over twenty years. 

We have before us a full -page advertisement taken from a 
recent number of a weekly medical journal, which possibly is 

2. Dungllson's Dictionary: "Synthetic-rn chemistry the fo•·ma­
tion of a more complex body h.v tlw union of simpler bodies." 
Dorland's Dictionary: "Synthesis-The artificia l building up of a 
chemic compound by the union of Its elements." "Union" Is not 
mlxln~. 
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meant as an answer to t he a nnouncement of the Council on 
P har macy and Chem i iry that Phenalgin is a simple acet anilid 
mixt ure. The advert isement is di vided in to t wo parts ; the 
first part is as fo llows: 

"FACTS ABOUT ACETANILI DUM. 

(A "CIENT HISTORY.) 

" I T liAS LONG BEEN RECOGNIZED THAT ACETANILIDU M 

AND MOST OTHER COAL·TAR PRODUCTS ARE APT TO EXERT 

A DEPRESSIXG INFLUENCE UPON THE JJEART, BUT THERE 

H AS NEVER BEEN ANY DOUBT ABOUT ITS GREAT VALUE AS 

A P AI N RELIEVER AND TEMPERATURE REDUCER. ITS THERA­

PEUTIC VALUE JJAS, JJOWEVER, BEEN PRACTICALLY NULLIFIED 

BY TH E DANGER OF CYANOSIS AND OTTIER EVILS CAUSED BY 

I TS WELL-KNOWN DEPRESSAN'l' ACTION AND TTIE DIFFICULTY 

OF OBTAI NING IT IN A PURE STATE. IT BEING KNOWN THAT 

CERTAIN DELETERIOUS SUBSTANCES ARE OFTEN TO BE FOU ND 

IN COMMERCIAL ACETANILIDUM AND THAT MUCJJ OF THE 

I NJURIOUS EFFECT ATTRIBUTED TO THIS DRUG IS ENTIRELY 

Tfl.\CEADLE TO T!IESJ: L\[Pl'P.lTTES."' 

The above a re a lso fa lsehoods. The therapeut ic value of 
acetan ilid is not "practically nulli fied by th e difficulty 
of obtaining it in a pure state." Neither is it true that 
"much of the injurious effect attributed to t his drug is en­
tirely t raceable io th ese impurities." Wh ile deleteri ous sub­
stances may be found in commercial acetanil id, t hey a re not 
found in the substance offered as medicinally pure acetanilid 
by reputable firms. Pure medicinal acetanilid is a cheap 
article, costing less than 30 cents a pound, for it is a substance 
that is easily and cheaply purified. It is a fact t hat the injuri­
ous effects a r e in t he acetani lid itself and not in th e impurities 
it may occasionall y contai n. 

The second half of the advertisement in part is as follows : 

"FACTS AI:OUT PHENALGI N. 

(MoDERN SciENCE.) 

".llfOrlE THAN A DECADE AGO THE LATE DR. CYRUS E DSON, 

T JI EN HEALTH COMMISSIO:\'ER FOR TEW YORK CITY AN D 

NEW YORK STATE, RECOGNIZING THE VALUE OF CHEM ICALLY 

P URE ACETAN[LJDUM AS A THERAPEUTIC AGEN T, IF IT COULD 

BE DEPRIVED OF ITS DEPRESSANT QUALITY, EMPLOYED HIS 

GREAT FACILITIES FOR CHEMICAL RESEARCH AND OPPORTU· 

l\TJTIES FOR CHEMICAL EXPERIMENT, FOR THE PUBPOSE OF 

P HODUCING A FORUULA FOR A COMBINATI ON OF STIMULANT 

3. This sentence is not complete, but, of course, this i· imma. 
terial. Little thing like an incomplete sentence do not count. 
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Ali1110NIA OF COAL-TAR ORIGIN AND CHEMICALLY PURE 

PI!ENYLACETAMIDE, ALSO A COAL-TAR PRODUCT. THESE 

TWO CHEMICALS COMBINE UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS SO 

AS TO OBTAIN A PRODUCE WHICII liE NAMED PliENALGIN OR 

AMMONIATED PHENYLACETAMIDE.'' 

There is more of the same cha racter . In the first place, we 
call atten tion to the fact that "Phenylacetamide" is substituted 
for "Acetanilidum" when it is to go into Phenalgin. To my~­

tify is one of the "tricks of the trade." Few physicians keep 
up with chemical terms and, therefore, are not supposed to 
know tha t Phenylacetamide is one of the chemical names for 
Acetanilid. 

The r eference here to Dr. Cyrus Edson brings up another fact, 
and that is that the Etna Chemical Company tries to convey 
the idea that Dr. Edson was the originator of Phenalgin. We 
have always understood that Dr. Cyrus Edson had something 
to do with pushing Ammonal and, if we remember rightly, got 
into some trouble thereby. We do not know the exact facts, 
but the fol lowi ng letter shows that he had a leaning toward 
another "ammoniated phenylacet amid." The letter is dated 
"r ew York, Oct. 6, 1894," and is addressed to the "Ammonal 
Chemica l Company." 

"During lhe past six or eight months I have used 
Ammonal extens ively in my private praclice. I have 
found it excellent in the treatment of neuralg ias and for 
rheumatism. I have also verified your statement in two 
cases that were suffer ing from alcoholism. My e-xper ience 
just ifies me in saying that it is the safest and best of 
lhe analgesic coal-tar derivatives. 

"Very truly yours, 
"CYRUS EDSON, M.D." 

It may be of interest to know that the principal member 
of the finn of the Etna. Chemical Company was at one time a 
member of the Ammonal Company, a nd it is usually under­
stood, we believe, that Phenalgin is practically the same as 
Ammonal-in fact, the analyses published regarding the two 
preparations show thi s to be a fact. 

\'Ve must make one more quotation: 
"IT MAKES LITTLE DIFFERENCE TO A PHYSICIAN WHETHER 

PJJJ,; ' AT.GlN IS A MlXTCI{C; 0 1{ A CO~lPOUNIJ OR A SY.'\TilJ,;TJC, 

WITI! A NAME THAT WOULD DESTROY THE ORTHOGRAPHIO 

BALANCE OF THE UNIVERSE, PROVIDED IT IS JUST WHAT HE 

ITAS ALWAYS F OUND IT TO BE." 

Very complimentary to the intelligence and common sense 
of physicians, is it not ? 

Suppose some fellow should get up a scheme to exploit a 
mixture of quinin and some cheap, harmless substance, say, 
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starch-equal parts of each. Suppose he gives it a fanciful 
name, p~s it on the market at a high price, say $1.25 an 
ounce, and announces it as a new synthetic with wonderful 
therapeutic properties. Suppose that the schemer then adopts 
the nostrum vendor's methods of fooling physicians into using 
his product by getting some to give testimonials, others to fur­
nish writeups, and then subsidizes medical journals through 
liberal advertising, to print both the testimonials and the write­
ups. The preparation would, of course, prove to be a good 
thing if it were used in liberal quantities where quinin would 
ordinarily be used, and some patients using it would get well 
even if quinin were not indicated. Then with the psychologic 
effect of the testimonials, the write-ups, and good, strong 
claims rightly pushed, unthinking physicians would do the rest. 
And then, after a while, when the schemer had gotten to the 
point where, each year, be was ma.king a fortune out of hio 
preparation, suppose some "self-appointed chemists" should 
examine into the preparation and discover that it was nothing 
but quinin and starch, and so announce to the doctors of the 
country; what would the doctors say? That it ma.kes little 
difference "provided it is just what he has always found it to 
be!" 

This analogy is not far-fetched, for it is practically what ha8 
been done with Phenalgin. One difference is that since quinin 
costs as much per ounce as acetanilid does per pound, the 
profits on the acetanilid mixture would be sixteen times greater 
than that of our imaginary preparation. .Another difference is 
that acetanilid is r eally a dangerous drug, unless used with 
care, both in its immediate and in its remote effects; quinin is 
far less so. 

"Little difference" indeed, whether we a re being buncoed or 
not! Evidently! 

In conclusion, we charge the Etna Chemical Company with 
intentionally misleading and deceiving the members of the med­
ical profession, in tha t the said company has in its literature 
and its advertisements conveyed the impression (whether 
directly stated or not) : F irst, that i ts preparation, Phenalgi n, 
is a synthetic compound; second, that Pbenalgin requires 
special skill in its preparation; third, that Phenalgin has 
therapeutic values which it does not possess; and, fourth, that 
Phenalgin is non-toxic. 

vVe also charge that on account of these and other misrepre­
sentations, this company has inveigled physicians into prescrib­
ing and using a simple mechanical mixture of co=on well­
known cheap drugs-for which an extravagantly high price is 
charged-under the suppo ition that this combination of cheap 
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drugs is a. chemical compound of special and peculiar merit as 
a therapeutic agent, and, therefore, worthy of their confidence. 

Our object in again giving space to this preparation-and 
practically a ll we have said applies to the other acetanilid 
mixtures that are exploited under fictitious names or as chem­
ical compounds (such as ammonol, antikamnia and salacetin or 
sal-codeia-Bell) -is to impress on physicians, by a typical ex­
rtmple, the shamefulness of the deceptions practiced on them 
by nostrum manufacturer s to the great injury of the public and 
of the medical profession. 

A PIIARMACEUTICAL SECRET WIIICII SHO U LD 'OT l3E LOST . 

Dr. Gregory Costigan, New York City, writes, under date of 
January 21 , as follows: 

" I have been carefully reading a nd entl1usiastically ap­
proving your articles on the nostrum evil, and have been 
impressed more th nn uRtJa l on tlw f''i i ~icn re of fJll ilCk :l rl­
vertising in medical journals as set forth in last paragraph 
and quotation on page 206, bottom of first column, of your 
issue of J an. 20, 1906. 

"In Me1·clv's A1·chivcs, page II , we are told in an adver­
tisement on 'Phenalgin' that it 'is a compound of peculiar 
character which can not be extemporaneously made from 
powdered drug' and 'our process of manufacturing tablets 
is coincident with the manufacture of Phenalgin and is the 
result of n. long seri es of ca reful experiments by which 
we are able to produce t ablet s of Phenalgin in a friable 
condition withou t losing any of its volatile constituents or 
undergoing chemical changes from heat or moisture' !! In­
asm uch as Phenalgin tablets are not covered with a water­
proof coating I think thi s is a r emarkable statement to 
make, and the manufacturing of a drug coincident with 
the manufa cture of a t ablet must be a very rema rkable 
-performan ce, especially because it 'retains the fnll thera­
peutic value of the drug unimpaired' while the advertise­
ment asserts tha t no other manufacturer is cognizant of 
this wonderful method. This ad. is for the perusal of 
physicians only. The Etna Chemical Company owes it to 
the medical and pharmaceutical world not to let this secret 
die with the company's dissolution. It owes it as a duty 
to the coming generations of science immediately to jot 
down the full da t a of thi s wondl'rf ul pPrfor manrf', io 11\lt it 
away in an age-proof safe and not allow it to be lost 
to humanity as were a great many other arts that were 
well known to the ancients. Let them keep it secret now 
and profit by it, but do not let it PI! lost to posterity." 



218 PROPAGANDA FOR REFORM. 

PHENO-BROMATE. 

CHARLES J. FOOTE, M.D. 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 

(From Th e JournaL A . !JI. A ., July 11, , 1906, 125.) 
The New Haven Medical Association is interested in the 

crusade against "patent medicines," and is anxious to take a 
hand in the exposu re of the fraudulent cla ims of the many 
secret r emedies placed before the physician with such allur ing 
testimonials. Through its committee on "patent medicines" it 
bas been investigating pbeno-bromate. Inasmuch as the com­
mittee bas never seen an analysis of pheno-bromate published, 
it sends one made by its chemist to THE JoURNAL of the Amer­
ican Medical Asociation: 

YALE MEDICAL SCHOOL, 
NEw HAVEN, CoNN., April 10, 1906. 

Committee on Patent Medicines, New HOIIJen Medica~ Asso­
ciation, New Haven, Conn. : 

Gentlemen :-As requested by you, I have made an ex­
amination of the sample of pbeno-bromate submitted to me 
for that purpose, and report as follows: 

The package was marked "Sample package, P heno-
Bromate. The Pheno-Bromate Company, New York, 
U.S. A." 

The box contained a number of tablets and a package of 
powders in papers marked, "Physicians' 10 grain powders, 
pheno-bromate." 

The substance in the papers was a whi te crystalline 
powder not homogeneous. It was completely soluble in 
hot water. The hot water solution on cooling yielded a 
mass of thin crystalline plates. This material was found 
to melt a t 113.5 C. I t gave no color with ferric chlorid 
and a positive isoni tril test. The portion insoluble in 
ether amounted to 49.8 per cent. of the powder and con­
sisted of potassium bwmid. Quantitative determinations 
of potass ium and bromin in the original solution con­
firm ed this result. 

In my opinion, the powder consists of approximately 
equal quantities of aceta,nilid and potassium bromid. 

Qualitative tests of the tablets indicated that they had 
the same composition except for a small quantity of 
some incipient not entirely soluble in water. Your truly, 

HERBERT E. SMITH, 
Chemist New Haven Medical Association. 

The Pheno-Bromate Chemical Company issues a circular, 
from which I quote: 

"Pbeno-bromate is a synthetic combination of deriva­
tions of the phenetidin and bromide groups, and not, as is 
the case with many analgesics and antipyretics, a mixture 
of various coal tar derivatives." 
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"It is entirely free from depressing effects upon the 
heart and circulation; never produces any objectionable by 
or after effects, and has attained extensive employment as 
the safest and most reliable agent for prompt and com· 
plete relief of pain and reduction of abnormal temper­
ature." 

"'ln e present popularity of Pheno-Bromate with the 
leading scientific physicians is, in a great measure, due to 
the fact that it possesses the advantages of absolute free­
dom from depressing effects upon the heart and circula­
tion, which so often follow the employment of narcotics 
and coal tar products, superlative potency and uniform 
activity. Under the influence of pheno-bromate the heart 
acts regularly and systematically and the individuaJ 
beats possess norma 1 characteristics. Cyanosis, syncope, 
or collapse neYer follow its use." 

"Tl1e remedy is by far the best and safest of all seda­
tives, and its routine and judicious employment will ob­
viate the necessity of resorting to morphine and the 
hitherto unsafe and depressing coal tar products." 

The closes r ecommended are as follows: As an antipyretic 
4 to 10 grains g iven at intervals of one to four hours; as an 
ana lgesic, the dose is from 10 to 25 grains, repeated in smaller 
doses two or three time during as many hours; as an anti­
spasmodic, from 20 to 25 grains; as an hypnotic, 20 grains; 
as an antineuralgic, 10 to 25 grains. 

The dose recommended in most cases is about 20 grains, 
which is equiYalent to 10 grains of acetanil id and 10 grains of 
potassium bromid. After using such a. dose of acetanilid the 
patient is apparently free from the depressing effects on the 
heart and circulation which so often follow the employment of 
narcotics and coal-tar products. 

In the back of the circular there are testimonials pur­
porting to be from physicians. Let me quote a few: 

"Pheno-broma te is all and more than represented. In 
forty-three years' practice I can truthfully state that 
nothing I have used compares favorably with it." 

DR. E. G. B. 
" In fifteen grain doses pheno-bromatc promptly r el ieves 

the pain of locomotor ataxia without unpleasant effect on 
the heart's action." Du. S. D. H. 

"I have had very happy results from the use of pheno­
bromate in typhoid fever, where I have been able to con­
trol the temperature much better than by the cold baths. 
I have found it a most excellent r emedy in pneumonia, 
neuralgia, rheumati snt and Ia grippe, and in no case has 
it depressed the heart' action in the lea t." 

DR. F. 0. Y. 
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Pheno-bromate is furnished in ounce cartons a t the pri ce of 
$1 an ounce. Potassium bromid is now sell ing at 35 cen ts a 
pound, and acetani l id at 30 cents a pound. A mixture practi­
cally identical with phcno-bromate ca n be put up at a cost of 
3 cents an ounce. 

I t r ust the above analysis and quotations will throw suf­
ficient light on the value of pheno-bromate as a heart t onic, 
and on the extreme philanthropy of the manufacturers in fur­
nishing to the public such a valuable remedy at such a mar­
velously low price! 

Its Composition Before and After the F ood and Drugs Act. 
(Fro m The J ournal A. M . A ., April 18, 1908 .) 

The exi~encies of the Food and Drugs Act have forced one 
of the lesser lighls in the nostrum firmament, Antikamniaward. 
Pbeno-Bromate was advertised before the act went into effect 
as a "synthetic combination of derivations of the phenetidin 
and bromid groups." Analysis' indicated that it was, in fact, 
merely a mixture of about equal parts of acetanilid and potas· 
sium bromid! The label on this preparation since t he act be­
came operati1•e states that it is "a perfect combination of a 
phenol and a bromin derivative conta"'ining 282 grains of a cet­
phenetidin, U. S. P ., per ounce." "\Vbat a boon i t was t o men­
dacious manufacturers that the patent rights on phenacetin 
expired before the Food and Drugs Act went into effect ! H ow 
otherwise would the acetanilid-scared public have been cajoled 
into buying preparations containing antipyretics? 

In view of the above fac ts it is not surprising that a cor­
respondent writes to the D-ruggists Circular pla intively in­
quiring, "vVhn.t is a 'bromin derivatin' ?" and sugges ting tha t 
the doctors who prescribe such a "derivative" (Pheno-Bro­
mate) shou ld be told "what a sweet bunch of sucker s they 
are." The i nelegance of dict ion exhibited by t his writer is 
equaled only by the pertinence of his suggestion. 

PUR GEN. 

Phenolphthalein Now Being E xploit ed in This Country. 
(From The Jountal A. !JI . A., Sept. 14, 1907, 954. ) 

The physicians of the United States are r eceiving a neat 
package containing samples of a German proprietary-P ur­
gen. The container is an ingenious one and, besides the tab­
lets, includes a circular in English, although mailed in Europe, 
describing the remarkable vi rtues of this "new synthetic 

1. THE JOURNAL, J uly 14, 1g06, 125. 
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npcrient." It has been considered slrange that this proprie­
tary, which has been adverti sed so thoroughly in Eu rope, Aus­
t ralia, etc., should not have made its appearance in this coun­
try. Now it is here, and it is well that physicians should 
know what Purgen is and not be mystified and misled by the 
literature that they may receive regarding the preparation. 

The foll owing appeared in THE JOURKAL, Jan. 5, 190i, page 
G4, and is reprinted now as being especially timely: 

The report of a case of poisoning by purgen (phenolph· 
tha lein) is the occasion for some pertinent observations by 
Dr. G. Brasch as to the proper introduction of such rem­
edies to the medical profession ( Zeitschrift fiir M edizinal­
beamte, Abst. in Apotheker-Zeittmg, ro. 59, 1906). He 
agrees with Best that all such remedies should first re­
ceive a thorough trial in an institution subject to state 
supervision, before they are advertised to the medical 
profession , so that lheir harmlessness in appropriate closes 
may be ascertained by a method free from li ability to 
error. The manner in which the manufacturers intro­
duced purgen to the profession and to the laity is to be 
condemned, and probably led to the symptoms of pois­
oning exhibited in the case of Dr. Best and tends to dis­
credit a remedy which is harmle. s and efficient if used in 
proper doses. The manufacturer of such a preparation is 
inclined, for obvious reasons, to put the dose of his prep­
aration much too high. The most important point, how­
ever, is the obj ectionable character of the names given to 
such articles. The organic compound phenolphthalein has 
bE'en known for a long time and has been widely used as 
an indicator. Accidentally it was discovered that 
phenolphthalein possessed laxative properties and there­
on it was proposed ( 1901) as a medicine under the name 
"purgen." It is sold in tablets containing 0.05, 0.1 and 
0.5 grain ph enolphthalein mixed with sugar and flavored 
with vanilla. The author says: "But it is very desirable 
-and I r egard this as the most important part of my 
communication-that phenolphthalein should be received 
into the materia medica. under its own name. The ad­
dition of nnilla and sugar and ihe designation as 'pur­
gen' by the manufacturers is to the highest degree super­
fluous and the arbitrary dosage in three strengths with 
the ridiculous designations, 'baby,' 'for adults,' 'for 
patients confined to bed,' are merely calculated to 
prejudice the physician who is accustomed to individual­
ize in his prescriptions, against a remedy which is in it­
self an e..'\:cellent one." 

As explanatory to the last sentence, it should be stated that 
in Europe purgen is put up in three dosage forms, "infant 
purgen for ch ildren," contain ing % of a grain; "adult purgen 
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for chronic constipation," containin g 1% grains,- and "strong 
purgen for invalids," containing 7% grains. The form in 
which it is being sampled in this country is in the medium 
dose, 1% grains. 

Physicians should remember that the promoters of purgen 
a re simply introducing a chemical well known to laboratory 
workers for the last twenty years, which has been r ecognized 
as an aperient for at least seven years, and which can be 
purchased for 40 cents an ounce, whereas an ounce of phenol­
phLhalcin in the form of purgen will cost $3 .20 wholesale. The 
enthusiastic praise of the remedy, found in the advertising 
circulars, should be subjected to critical judgment on account 
of its source and moti\·es. 

It is undoubtedly true, however, as we have previously 
stated, that phenolphthalein is worthy of a trial. In the Brit­
ish Medical Jow·nal, Oct. 18, 1002, F. V\1. Tunniclifie speaks 
of the virtues of phenolphthalein, and the conclusions r eached 
by him were that it is a useful aperient, without irritating 
action on the kidneys, and is especially valuable in jaundice, 
its depressing action on the circulation being less than sui· 
phate of magnesia. 

Phenophthalein is not in the Pharmacopeia, but has been 
included in "New and Nonoflici::d Remedies" by the Council 
on Pharmacy and Chemistry. From this we quote: 

1lctions amd Uses.-Phenolphthalein acts as a purgative, 
but appears to possess no further physiologic action. A case 
of poisoning from taking 1 gm. ( 15 grains) is reported. 

Dosage.-For adults the average dose is 0.1 to 0.2 gm. ( 1.5 
to 3 grains) given as powder, in cachets, capsules or pills. It 
may be given with safety in doses of 0.5 gm. ( 8 grains), and 
these closes seem to be necessary to secure its efl'ects in bed· 
ridd en patients or in obstinate cases. 

'Ve have gone into this matter again so that our readers 
may have some knowledge of this remedy, and we hope that 
if they conclude to try it they will use the chemical itself 
and under its own name. 

PYRENOL. 
Another Mechanical Mixture Advertised as a Chemical 

Compound. 
(From The Jountal A. M. A., June 13, 1908.) 

vVe call ed attention recently' to the evolutionary process 
which arhovin, a preparation put out by a German firm, was 
undergoing in its change from the atomic to the molecular. 

1. THE J OURNAL, May 0, 1008, 1541 ; page 137 this edit ion. 
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Still another product of ihe same firm-pyrenol-has fallen 
from its high estate as a chemical comp ound (as exploited by 
its manufacturers) to a mere mechanical mixture (as det er­
mined by disinterested analysts). Pyrenol is described by its 
makers as a synthetic combination containing the radicals of 
thymol, benzoic acid and salicylic acid united with sodium. 
To represent this product there was invented a graphic formula 
of fearful and wonderful design, which the manufacturer, 
when cornered, admitlled was not only unscientific but impos­
sible. The excuse given was that it-the formula-would 
assist the ph ysician to get a clear idea of the composition of 
th is unique synthetic and that it was not intended for chem­
ists and pharmacists ! 

VVh en analyzed by Zernik, of the Pharmaceutical Institute 
of the University of Berlin, pyrenol was found to be a mere 
mixture of sodium benzoate and sodium sal icylate with small 
amounts of free benzoic acid ( 0.84 per cent.) and thymol ( 0.2 
per cent.) . This analysis was verified by Professor Thoms, 
director of the Pharmaceutical Institute, and a lso independ­
ently by Gadamer and Gaebel of Breslau. The manufacturer 
when confronted with these facis claimed that as the prepara­
t ion was produced by melting the ingred ients together, and not 
merely mixing them mechanically, that a synthetic substance 

1 was formed. That a new substance may in some cases be 
formed by fusing together two or more ingredients is unques­
tionably true, but the point to be considered is not what rnay 
happen but what does happen . In thi s particular case the 
result appears to be a simple mixtu re. 

The firm that makes pyrenol, the Ghernisches I nstitut, Dr. 
A. Horowitz, Berlin, also makes iodofan , the compos ition of 
which was recently' shown to differ vastly from the advertised 
cla.i ms. It also puts out visvit, a nostrum which has been ex­
ploited by means of clinical histories rehashed from write- ups 
of other preparations.• All of which goes to show that pha rma­
ceutical literary fiction is not confined to the United States, 
but that German enterprise in this, as in other lines, is en­
croaching on a highly specialized field. ;Simple patriotism, 
however , would seem to dictate that if we must be humbugged 
let it at least be by hom e talent. 

2. THE J oun.-AL, March 7, 1908, 784; and p. 185 thls edit ion. 
3. THE J oun:-.AL, Mny 2, 1008, 1440; and p 2-!G this ed ition . 
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PYRENOL TABLETS AND EGLATOL CAPSULES. 

More Unreliable Horowitz Products. 

(From The Journal A. M . A., Aug. f9, 1908.) 
We have had occasion in commenting on the unreliability of 

certain manufacturers regarding their so-called synthetic 
products to r efer to the preparations of the Chemisches Insti­
t~tt of Dr. A. Horowitz of Berlin. It has been shown' that 
several of the products of this concern do not possess the com­
position claimed for them. It is not always possible to pro­
duce a synthetic compound by putting the necessary materials 
together, and the failure of such a combination to possess uni­
form properties does not always justify an accusation of dis­
honesty or incompetency. ViTJJen a pharmaceutical manufact­
urer, however, puts out tablets that vary widely in their con ­
tent of the active ingredient , either gross carelessness or in­
tentional fraud n1t1st be assumed. G. Frerichs of Bonn has r e­
cently investigated the tablets of Pyrenol put out by Horowit:a 
to determine the amount of extraneous material found in 
them.' 

The tabl ets are advertised to contain 0.5 gm. (7.5 grains) 
of Pyrenol. ·while the tablets contained much matter which 
was insoluble and therefore not Pyrenol, yet the total weight 
of the tablets proved to be on the f. verage but little more 
than 0.5 gm. ( 7.5 grains), in some cases even less. The per­
centage of Pyrenol in these tablets varied from 45 to 90 per 
cent., and on the average it would appear that in giving the 
Pyrenol tablets the physician would administer only about 
two-thirds of the amount of Pyrenol which he would naturally 
believe that he was giving. 

Frerichs has since investigated capsules of E glatol,' a mix­
ture of chloral hydrate, antipyrin, cafl'ein, urethane and men­
thol, put up by Horowitz and found similar irregularities in 
weight, the empty capsule sometimes weighing more than 
the contents. Frerichs sarcastically remarks that the physi­
cian may content himself with the feeling that his patient is 
getting in each capsule about the same amount of gelatin 
and may rest assured that he will not get too large a dose 
of the medicine. Frerichs has also examined Arhovin cap­
sules,< put up by Horowitz, and found that the amount of 
Arhovin which ther contained varied widely and usually was 

1. Iodofan, THE JOUR~AL A. I. A., hlarch 7, 1908, 784; Arhovin, 
Ibid .• lila v 9 . 1908. l ML 

2. Apotheker Zeltung, July 18, 1908, p. 521. 
3. Apotheker Zeitung. July 22, 1908, p. 529. 
4. Anotheker Zeitung, July 25, 1908, n. 538. 
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IIIli c h le&:; Lhan the amount whirl! LIH' )' ll' l'n· elailllcd Lo con­
la in . 

These products, except EglaLol , arc on Ute American market, 
~" that these investigations arc of practica l importance to 
I J,,, physicians of the United Sbtcs. Such investigations as 
lil l'Se of Frerichs serve to emphasize again the need of con­
~ ~ ant snpf'rv is ion of manufacturrd ph :nma <'euti cal products. 

SALACETIN. 
(From Th e Joumal A. llf . A., July 1, 1905, 55.) 

Some time ago we wrote to l\fe rs. Bell & Co., calling their 
attent ion to the fact that we had made an examination' of 
llieir product, salacetin , and that as a result of such examina­
tion it was found to be a mixt11rr•, which did not coincide 
exactly with their description of it. They replied: "Our de­
sc ription of salacetin is correct and we have nothing more to 
impart except that any one publi shing an y different formula 
from that given in our circulars will be held responsible by us." 

The description they give is as follows: "Prepared by the 
interaction, with heat, of sali cylic a cid, glacial acE>tic acid , 
and purified phenylamine." 

This sounds very scientific, but wl1 en we remember that 
aretanilid is a result of the action of glacial acetic acid on 
phcnylamine-anilin-their description is cute, to say the 
lrast. Of course, there is "interaction with heat" when sali ­
l'ylic acid is combining with bicarbonate of sodium to form 
sa I icy late of sodium. Further, there is, no doubt, some "in­
tr raction with heat" when the substances are rubbed together 
in mixing them and when they are going through the mill to 
form tablets, not to mention th e heaLed imagination of the 
promoters of this "synthetic." 

The following taken from Lhe advertising literature fur ­
l! ish ed by the manufacturers and distributed by them, is 
' JII Oted to show the claims made for this preparation: 

"Salacctin is free from Toluodine and produces no 
harmful cyanosis." In the treatment of Acute Bronchiti s, 
t:rippe, Influenza, Tons illi t is, Lithemic Headaches, Rheu­
matism and Neuralgias, it relieves pain, reduces inflam­
mation and abnormal temperature, and eliminates uric 
acid Leverything eliminates uric acid nowadays, it OtJO"ht 
to be all "eliminat€d" soon] more quickly and thoroughly 
Lh::tn Lhe salicylates, and without cau ~ing depression or 
~tomachie or renal irritation. 

1. TlJE JouHN AL A. ~1. A .. June 3, 1905, reproduced on p. 
<>f lhi s pamphll't. 
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·· Ha l c pc r~on a lly inlcn ·ieweu llwusands oi phybiciall ti, 
including every prominent one in the East, and can hon­
estly state tha t we have never known of anything at once 
so efficient and so unobj ectionable in the r emoval of 
rh eumati c and neura lgic pain and other symptoms of the 
uric-acid a ccumulation.'' "La Grippe and Acute Bron­
chitis it relieves pain a nd coughing, reduces inflamma­
tion and temperature, makes the patient comfortable, and 
checks the progress of the d isease. In Tonsillitis its ac­
tion is specific." " In Acid Cystit is, it neutralizes acidity, 
redu ces inflammation and r emoves irritation." " In Dys­
menorrhea it r elieves pain a nd congestion with no hal­
lucinations, constipation or danger of a drug habit." 

" In Dysmenorrhea a nd Ovarian Neuralgias try Sal­
Codeia-Bell. It will r elieve the pain as well as morphia. 
It will not check any secret ions, indnce any habit, cause 
any depression or inconveni ence of any kind." 
Th is is all the space we ca n give to read ing notices t hi s 

week. 

Of course, it is well understood that acetanilid is a valu ­
a bl e remedy in many instances, if used wit h cauti on and when 
indicated. It cer tainl y has some therapeutic Yalue. There 
is no doubt that it relieYcs pa in of Yarious kinds. It is to 
he presumed that combining salicylate of sodium with it will 
have certain beneficial effects in certain rheumatic conditions, 
on the su pposition that salicylate of sodium and acetanilid 
a re both used with more or less success in certain of these 
conditions. Also, the combining of bicarbonate of sodium, 
carbonate of a mmoni a, caffeine, cit ric acid, one or several of 
these, may r esult in a fairly good combinat ion, but these 
combinations can be found in the list of preparations of all 
our large manufacturing pharmaceutical houses, which supply 
th em at one- t ent h of the cost of these secret remedies. The 
phys ician in using t hes.- preparations put out by r eputable 
recogni zed manufacturing pharmaceutical houses, not only is 
prescribing preparations t hat a re non -secret, but is using r eme­
dies that cost one -tenth as much as the secret preparations, 
which a re expl oited und er fanciful names and pushed by 
rid icul ous cla ims. 

SAL-CODEIA-BELL. 

(P1·o m 7.' /t e Jotwnal A. M . A ., Nov. 4, 1905.) 

Acco rding to Lhc advertisements "Salacetin" 
'' is a combination with heat of salicylic and glacia l acctir 
acids with pbenyla mine, the irri tat ing, depressing and 
blood corpuscle destroying clements removed." 
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. \ c,· •Jrdin g lo lh e Corumil lee un Chemistry uf lhe Co uncil on 
l 'l~et rmacy and Chemis try of Lh American Medical Associa ­
L ion, whose report was publi shed in Trm J OURNAL of the Amer­
ienn Medi cal Association June 3, 1905, p. 1i91, "Salacetin" is 
a mixture of acetanilid, salicylate of sodium and bicarbonate 
of ,qodium. 'Sal-Codeia ( Salacetin-Codein), therefore, would be 
llt t' same as the above "·ith codein added. Of course, acetani­
lid and codein will relieve pain (it could not be otherwise ) 
and consequently make a very good combination in certain 
conditions, if not used too often and if used with care. While 
lit e continued use of codein is not likely to produce a drug 
Ita lJi t, it, as '~ell as acetanilid, docs so sometimes, and it 
mus t be r emembered that codein is a motor paralysant, and 
i. not the best combination to be used with acetanilid. For 
t hoRe who wish to give a combination of acetanilid, salicylate 
of sodium and codein , t he following prescription is sugges ted: 

S. Acetanilid .... . .... . . . .. . .... . . . ... . . . 3i 4 
Sodii bicarbonatis . .. ....... . . . .... : . . 3ss 2 
Sodii salicylatis . . . .. ... ... . . .. .. . . . . 3ss 2 
Codein sui ph ..... .. ... .. .. . . . . .... . gr. vi 4 

.H. et cliv. chart No. xxiv. 
Th is will make five-grain powders which may be put in pa· 

pers, capsules, cachets or tablets. Each will contain 2% grains 
( 0. l 5) of acetanilid and 114 grains ( 0.07 5) each of sodium 
salicylate and sodium bicarbonate, with % grain (0.015) of 
codein. 

Th e doses of acetanilid and of codein approximate the aver­
age adult doses, but the sodium salicylate, to have any appre ­
eiable effect, must be increased, for 1% grains of salicylate of 
sodium in a dose is insignificantly small. Sodium salicylate 
wilh acetanilid makes a fairly good combination in certain 
rheumatic troubles, but it is not indicated by any means as 
n cure-all , as one would judge from the literature sent out by 
lh c , al -Codeia- Bell people. 

SOOTHING SYRUPS-FATALITIES AND POISONINGS. 

Kopp's Baby's Friend. 
(From 'I' he Journal A . M. A ., Various Dates.} 

In response to a request for information from a physician 
who had a case of poisoning from the preparation, we had 
Kopp's Baby's Friend analyzed. According to this analysis, 
publi hed in TnE JouRNAL, Nov. 25, 1905, p. 1678, 1\opp's 
Baby's Friend contains in 100 c.c. 0.0719 gm. morphin sul­
phate ; approximately 1/3 of a grain in one fluid ounce. 
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Th<.: follo1ving death s llnd poiso 11ing~ !tal c bt·ell tevorled fro 11t 
Liti s preparation : 

U. F. Jones, coroucr, Ba!Lirnorc, reported lhc death of a 
child, aged 3 months.-TrrE Jou RNAL, Jan. 6, 1906, p. 55. 

D. R. E. E skildon, Omaha, reports two cases of poi· 
so ning occurring in infants.-TrrE JOURNAL, Nov. 25, 1905, 
p. 1678, and Feb. 10, 1906, p. 447. 

R. Dodd, coroner of Oneida counLy (N. Y.), repor ted the 
deaths of twin children, aged 1 month, in Utica, N. Y.­

' TnE JouRNAL, M]a.rch 3, 1006, p. 666. 
Dr. J . J. Deshler, Glidden, Iowa, reported the case of a 

child, aged 14 months, who suffered from chronic opium 
poisoning from the habitual administration of Kopp's 
Baby's Friend.~TrrE JouR "AL, May 10, 1006, p. 1541. 

Dr. L. E. Siegelstein, Cleveland, coroner of Cuyahoga 
County, r eports the death of one infant, aged 2 months, 
and of another ag<'d 5 weeks.-TriE JoUR:-<AL, July 14, 
l 006, p. 127. 

Dr. A. J. Braden, Duluth, :M.inn., r eports the death of a 
child, aged 6 months.-THE JOURNAL, Oct. 27, 1906, p. 
1393. 

Dr. J esse Cooper, Nell'castle, Pa., reports the deaths 
of twin children, aged 6 wceks.-TIIE JOURNAL, F eb. 9, 
1 007' p . 535. 

Dr. Siegelstein , of Cleveland, in addition to taking tes­
t im ony and invest igating the cases, did some private ex­
perimental work wit h '·Kopp's Baby's Friend." First, he 
gave a 6-days-old puppy 30 drops of the preparation. The 
pup never awakened from the deep sleep that overcame 
him at once. He gave a 2-weeks-old kitten 20 drops. 
She promptly went to sleep and slept four hours. The 
next day he gave her 30 drops, which put her to sleep 
forever. He also tried the prPparation on two kittens 
6 weeks old. Each slept for from four to eight hours 
after doses of from 15 to 20 drops .- TnE JouRNAL, July 
14, 1906, p. 127. 

Bull's Cough Syrup. 

Dr. J. W. Shafer, 1\Iorocco, Ind ., r eported the death of a 
l' hil d, aged 23 months, who had drunk about an ounce of "Dr. 
l!iill 's Cough Syrup." A botde of this prC'pa ralion wa s ana l­
yzed. and. according to the analysis, Bull ' Cough Syrup COJ I­

lains in 100 c.c. 0.0534 gm. of morpbin sulph ate; approxi­
mately % of a grain in one fluid ounce. 

Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup. 

Dr. G. l'II. Cnmrn ins, Hamilton, Oh io, reported a case of 
poison ing from Mrs. Winslow's Soolhing Syrup in a ch ild, aged 
:1• ~ months.-TrrE Jou RNAL, March 3, 1906, p. 666. 
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Dr. J . E. Campbell, South t. Paul , Minn., reported t he 
death of a child, aged 10 m ontha, fr<:>m l\[rs. Winslow's , ooth · 
ing Syrup.-THE JouRNAL, Feb. 9, 1907, p. 535. 

Dr. J. M. Edwards, Commissione r of Health , Mankato, 1\'~ i:m . , 
reported the death of a child , aged 18 months, from an ove r­
dose of Mrs. ·winslow's Soothing Syrup.- Trm Jou RN .\L, March 
30, 1907, p. 1123. 

Rex Cough Syrup. 

Dr. T. C. Buxton, Decatur, Ill. , reported th e death of a C'hild 
from Rex Cough Syrup.- TnE JoUJn<.\L, F eb. 9, 1907 , p. i):) .) . 

Monell's Teething Syrup. 

Dr. J. E. Darn, Brooklyn , N. Y. , reported the dealh of an 
infant from t he efl'ects of Monell's t ePth ing syrup.- TrrE Jorn­
XA L, Feb. 9. l 907 , p. 535. 

TARTARLITHINE. 
, Abstmcted (1·om 'P ile Journal A.M. A ., April 13, 1901, p. JZS I.) 
Tartarlithine was examined by two chemists whose rE'port-s 

indicate that it is an effervescing preparation composed approx­
imately of 20 per cent. of carbonate of li thium and about 80 
per cent. of tartaric acid. Thus it is simply another of the 
hundreds of lithia preparations on the market offered for the 
cure of rheumatism . This in spite of the fact that scient ifi c 
investigation and clinical exper ience have demonstrated that 
lithia is of very li ttle use in the treatment of that disease. 
While the advertisement carries the idea that tartarlithinc is 
a product of the Tartarlithine Company, and that 1\IcKesson 
a nd Robbin s are simply selling agen ts, we arc informed tltal. 
the business is owned by McKesson and Robbins, who undrr 
t hi s style manufact ure a remedy for rh eumatism . 

TUBERCULOIDS. 

( Abstmcted f ro m The Jountal A. M. A ., F eb. 1!9, 1908 p. 704 .) , 
The foll owing card is sent out to the public by the Colut n­

bus Pharmacal Company, Colum bus, Ohio, and a copy was se nt 
to THE JoURNAL office by Dr. N. S. Davis: 

PHTHISIS PULMON ALIS CURAllLE. 
By the Germicidal, Antiseptic (non-irritating), Al­

terative, Reconstructive and Restorative Properties of 
'TUBERCULOIDS TREAT1fE::"<T for TUBERCULOSIS. Thl' 
medicinal factor being T-cBEI! CULOIDS T ABLETS, a chem ­
ical prorl nrtion prove>n r mrnr i o n ~ h_,. harteriologir~ I 
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tests, substant iated by practical use by physician! 
under a ll kinds of climatic and systemic conditions. 
Fu ll size package ( $1.50 size, 200 tablets) furnished 
free t o accredited practicing physicians on return of 
the attached card. Ample information furnished by 
personal letter for intelligent adm in istration . Orig­
inated and manufactured only by COLUMBUS PIIAR· 
:MACAL CoMPANY, CoLUMB Us, OHIO. Serial No. 3219, 
Guaranteed under t he Food and Drugs Act, June 30, 
1906. 

Some of the li te rature and a sampl e of the preparation were 
submitted to the chemical laboratory of the Association and 
the chemists were asked for an opinion and a report. The 
chemists declared that the statements made were typical of 
those made for the average " patent medicine." ' Vhile pre· 
tending to give exact information regarding the composition of 
the r emedy, the li terature contains only mystifying phrases. 
The formulas given are cri ticised, and it is stated that they 
are evidentl y intended to mislead. Apparently, the tablets 
contain bismuth, possibly a nitrate of bismuth, a compound of 
guaiacol and a salt of cinnamic acid. There is no class of 
patients whom the nostrum maker can influence more easily 
than consumptives; they are always hopeful and ever ready to 
praise any remedy they happen to use. This is undoubtedl y 
the reason why the "consumption cure" promoters succeed in 
getting so many testimonials. Attention is directed to th e 
fa ct that the statement "guaranteed under the Food and Drugs 
Act" does not carry with it any g uarantee of the purity of the 
preparation or of its efficacy in the cla ss of cases for the cure 
of which it is advertised. 

TUBERCULOZYNE. 
(From 'Pil e Joumal A. M. A., Sept. 2G, 1908. ) 

Our London correspondent refers' to a coroner's inquest 
recently held in England on a boy who died while taking the 
nostrum Tuberculozyne. This cruel fake is a product of th is 
country-for which we should blush-being put on t hC' 
market by "Dr." Derk P. Yonkerman of Kalamazoo, Mich. It 
was exposed by Dr. K ebler in TnE JounNAL' about two years 
ago. Later Samuel Hopkins Adams in Collier's' paid hi s rc· 
spects to it and its exploiter, and last year the Sydney 
(N. S. W.) Bulletin' had the following to say regar(iing th e 

nostrum: 

1. THE J OUI<:s'AL A . i\J . A ., ,'rpt. ~r.. l !lO~ . 
. , Nov. 10, 190G, p. 1G49 . 
.. . 'l'he Great Ameri can Fraud, 4th Ed .. p. 73. 
-1. ll r po1·t of lhC' P. oyn.l Commi,, ion. Austra li a, I, 1007 . 



··The blastiferous ·Tuberculozync' seems to Lc a mix­
ture of many things and whether a patient strikes one 
Lottie or the other there appears every reason to consider 
that he is a swindled consumptive. Possibly the hash is 
harmless-the Bulletin does not know-but a harmless 
mixture may amount to the cold-blooded murder of a con­
sumptive just as much as a keg of prussic acid. A 
patient who is capable of being cured under proper treat­
ment may waste his time over the bottles of rubbish 
manufactured by shameless and grasping quacks till he 
becomes incurable, and in that case the quack has kill ed 
him just as much as if he beheaded him with an axe. In 
this case the bottled slush was manufactured bv a Yankee 
person or company a nd imported here in drums ·(carboys)." 
An analysis of the nostrum and its method of exploitation 

was published in the B1·itish Medlical Journal• recently. This 
analysis compared with those published in THE JouRNAL two 
years ago, those made in Sydney, N. S. "\V., and others made 
by the public analyst for the coroner in the case described , 
show that like most remedies of that ilk- from antikamnia 
to peruna- one is never sure how long the "formula" will 
remain stationary. 

It is to be hoped that more coroners on both sides of the 
Atlantic will force inquiri es in cases of death occurring in 
patients who are taking these "sure cures." The awakening 
on the part of the British public to the worthlessness and 
danger of nostrums of the type of Tuberculozyne will indi ­
rectly help to aboli sh the Great American Fraud. It has lie­
come increasingly common since the American public has been 
aroused to the viciou sness of "patent medicines" for the pro ­
moters of such to seek new victims in other English-speaking 
nations. Object lessons such a s co roners' inquests will inevit­
ably tend to eliminate those human scavengers who wring 
money fr om the in curably sick 1111dcr the guise of "cure." 

V APO-CRESOLENE. 
Results of Examination in the Association's Laboratory. 

(From 'l'he JottmaZ A. M. A., Ap1·iZ q, 1908, 11S5.) 
H U MBOIJ)T, TENN., Feb. 10, 1008. 

the Editor:- "\V Imt ca n you tell me about Vapo-Creso­
G. w. PENN. 

'l 'o 
lene? 

ANSWER :- Vapo-Crcsolene has been examined in the Ameri­
can Medical Association's labo rato ry a ncl the chemists' report 
follows : 

.\ ccordin;; to th e s (a( c nt c n t~ on Lhc trade package, Vapo­
l rcsolenc "is a proclucl of coal -lar po 'lS<'Ss ing far greater power 

5. A 11 g. :2:2. 1 !ln.-, , p :;ct:i . 
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titan cari.Juli c acid in Jcs l rvy ing gcnn s of disease." lt is n·r ­
ntll lllCnded a s a r emedy for a number of d iseases, including 
c· roup, catarrh and diphth eria. According to the manufacLur ­
rrs, it should be used only in "the Cresolene vaporizer," which 
makes it "uneq ualed for the disinfection of sick rooms" a nd 
the "safest and simplest method of destroying infection and 
purifying the air." From the cxamin a tion1 we conclude t hat 
Vapo-Cresolene is essentially cresol and corresponds in c1·cry 
respect to cresol U. S. P. (Physician's Manual, page 3G). 

This report indicates t hat VapCJ-Cresolene is a member ,f 
that class of propri etar ies in which an ordinary product j , 

endowed, by the manufacturer, with extraordinary virt ue~. 

The type is so common and ha s been r efe r red to so freq ucnlly 
that but for the dangers attendant on the inh::t!ation of atn· 
of the phenols, thi s pnrticular product n eed not ha1·c hf> r n 
mentioned. 

Air Disinfection- The Question of Pure Air Versus Pu rified 
Air. 

The dis infection of rooms in which an infect ious disease ha~ 
occurred is a very im portant matter. The spread of tllP 
(]isease and the lives of other people are involved and the great· 
es t care should be exercised to see that the agents used for 
th is purpose are efficient. To lull tlte patient and the fam ily 
into a sense of securi ty by the recommendation of an inefficient 
agen t for this purpose, either during the illness or after it~ 

terminat ion, is very r eprehensible. It is needless to r c· 
peat the well-known fact that efficient disinfection can not 
be carried out in a room occupied by th e patient. Agents 
whi ch kill germs in a certa in degree of concentration fa il I n 
do so when t h ey are dilu ted below that concentration, and 
whi le the organ isms may be temporaril y inhibi ted from growt lt 
they will again become active and virulen t under favorablf' 
ci rcumstances. This thought is sugges ted Ly t he report, g i\·e n 
above, of an in vestigation of the much advert ised proprieiar~· 
Vapo-Cresolene. In th is parti cula r in s tance, considering tllC' 
injurious effect on the kidn eys o t cresol and other member~ 

of the phenol group, patients, especiall y children, sufl'cring 

1. ANALYSIS OF VAPO-CTI ESOLEl'E: One part of Vapo-Creso lene 
\\'as found to be so luble in about 6'0 parts of water. Mixed with 
a n equa l volume of glycerin a clear so lution is obtained; from tbi . 
by addition of a n equal volume of wa ter, almost the entire original 
volume of Vapo-Cresolene separates out. Submitted to dis tillation. 
a f ew drops distil over at DO C., t hen the boiling point of tbe 
liquid rapidly rises to DO C., and almost the entire liquid distil s 
over between 90 to 100 C. Its spec ific grav ity at 25 C. is 1.040T. 
From this it anpears tbat Vapo-Cresolene corresponds In every way 
to the description of cr·pso l fl" foun<'l In the United StntPs T'h ~r ­
nHH'npPia . 
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fr oltl i nfecLiuw; uiseuses, shoulu no~ lJe COIUJ:!e lleu to brca l lit' 
!he vapor of such a dr ug unl ess t he ad,·an tage to be tler in•d 
is very g reat. 

Apply ing t he principle generall y, it is certainly more ra ti onal 
to get rid of infected air by turning i t out of doors than to 
attem pt to kill the germs in it wh ile t he pa t ient is s till 
breathing• it . It is difficult to conceive any reason for using 
che mical agents to pu rify t he atm o phere of a r oom when an 
unlimi tt>rl quant ity of pure air is to be had at no grea!N r'-:· 

p<:> nrl it urc of effor t than the me re open ing of a "· indo\\·. 

VIA VI. 

A California E xposure of a California Nostrum and Its Graft. 

(F1·om T he J our nal A . j)J . .t.l. . . A.p1·il 21, 1901, 11~15, and J une J.l. 
190'1, t.OJ,J.) 

Yet one more of " ·hat Samuel Hopkins Ada ms in ''Th E' 
Great American Fraud" call s t he "funda mental fakes" has 
been exposed. The California Stale J ournal of 111edici ne de· 
,·ot es six pages in its April issue t o showing up "Via ,·i"; all(] 
it is well done. It appears that two astute and, since t hr)· 
have made t heir milli ons, highl y r espect ed, men on the Pacifi c 
Coa t conceived the idea some years ago of instituting a 
" t reatmen t" for the ill s peculia r to women. This " trea t men t" 
practically consist ed- and, in great part, still consists-of p re · 
scribing vagi nal douches . But, of course, as our contempora 1" ) ' 

says, "no large paying business could be bui lt up by s im pl .v 
selling a li ttle good advice and a trifl e of common scnsr. 
There must be something definit e to t a ke, some wonclerf nl 
secret and very cos tly remedy ilmL will work the res ult . In 
srcurc which th e douche is but the merest preliminary. H i?JI,.l' 

t he 'capsules' a nd the 'ccraLe' and the 'liquid' and the ' royal.' 
and tl 1e rest of the wonderful remedi es which, coll ecti ' rl~·. 
leave li ttle uncured or uncurable by Viavi." 

So Viavi is bought and tl1 e douche is t aken. "T he immL·d i· 
a te increase of per sonal comfort, and many t imes t he qui ek 
reli ef from some annoying minor a ilment , which follows th iq 
exercise of cleanliness and common sense, might so hypnotizP 
t he average woman who acccpLs tl 1c Viavi preachments nnd 
Lakes t he Viavi 'treatmen t,' that he would be ready to beli t>l"t• 
a lmos t anythin g t he promot er s care t o t ell her ." 

Inquiry was made as to whether the Viavi r emed ies co11 
tained morphi n, opium or a ny habi t-forming drug. NoLhin)! 
of t his sort was fo und , in fac t , as our contemporary says: '" I I 
ll" n• llntH'f'r••n r ~ · to pnf nn f'"X j)l' n Rin • :n t i<'l r li kP m orphin . :lJ H I 
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one liable to bring abo ut trouble in the fuLure, inLo their 
'remed ies' when they do not need to." 

Then the question was put: Are the Via vi remedies used 
for the prevention of conception? This query was answered 
by a most emphatic denial. The manufacturers were horri · 
fied at the thought of their remedy being put to such repulsive 
and fri ghtful mi use. The questioners " ·ondered in tf1e face of 
such evident righteousness on the part of the makers of Viavi 
how they could have been led to think of such a thing. The 
Lhought may have been suggested by a paragraph in a book­
let put out by these people, called "Viavi Hygiene." Here we 
find that " the remarkable effect iveness of the Viavi 
system of treatment places it in the power of healthy 
wives to LIMIT TIIE NUJ\fBEn of their offspring for proper rea­
sons, and women who are not fit for maternity to AVOID it by 
natural means." [The small capitals are inserted for empha ­
sis by the California joumal.] 

An inability to correctly interpret what appears to be simple 
English is the only excuse that the enquirers have to ofTer for 
their unjust suspicions. 

Naturally after two such rebuffs the question arose: What 
is Via vi? In the language of its makers- who ought to know 
- it "is a purely vegetable compound-more a food than a 
medicine, and is prepared in a predigested manner, so that it 
can be eas il y absorbed by the tissues of the body with which 
it comes in contact." But on the other hand analytical chem­
ists reported: "So far as we are able to determine, they con­
tain nothing but the extract of hydrastis and cocoa butter." 

But. why quarrel about what this wonderful remedy is when 
we know what it will do? Gynecology, after the universal 
adoption of the Viavi treatment, will become a lost art and 
the gynecologist, who is r eferred to in Viavi literature as a 
"body carpenter," will have to cease his acrilegious "carpen ­
t ry," for "a very large proportion of women's diseases werr 
really incurable until t he Viavi system of treatment was in ­
t roduced." 

But it is on the subj ect of etiology, pathology and treatment 
of tumors that Viavi literatu re real ly distinguishes itself. 
Co uld the cancer commission be but persuaded to read this 
enlightening treatise it would adjourn sine die. Like all 
great discoveries, this one is remarkable for its simpleness. 
With the ingenuou sness characteristic of g1·eat scientists the 
vexed problem of tumor causation is explained as follows: 
"Thl3 cause of these growll1~ (tumor ) , which by inspiring ter ­
r0r rlrii'P ~o man~' 11·omrn ln a prPmat urP <lralh by 11':1)' of 
ill(• o1w rating tnhlt-, is so sinq>k :1 thing :1 s :1 poor cirr nlat.i on 
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of the blood . Tumors are caused hy a stagnation of t l1 c venous 
blood. This important discOI'ery on our part ha. 
swept away t he mist that has a lways surrounded this suLjcct 
and enaLlcd us to accom plish t he most remarkable cures 

Dut not only will \'iavi au~c a diminution in the size of 
ti ssues not wanted, bu t, min~bilc clirlu , it will br ing aLout an 
increase in Lu lk in U10sc ti ssnC's which are desired. :For, say 
its exploiters, " we r ecall part icularly the case of a man su frcr· 
ing with wasting of the t es ticle's, who seemed perfect recovery 
from the Via vi cera!.c appli ed to the scrotum." The deli ght­
f ul ambiguity of th is Sl' ntcnce, Ly the way, is an illust ra Lion of 
the shrewdness of their li terature ge nerally. It will be not iced 
that they do not say that the patient r ecovered from the con­
clition for .which he was treated, but that he made a "perfect 
recovery from the Via vi cerate"! 

\Vhere statements arc made claiming more fo r the remedy 
than even the gullibl e laity woull be willing to swallow, the 
verbiage is so changed as to present the '· truth" in the form 
of a syllogism. To say, point blan k, that Viavi would cu re 
appendicitis, paralys is, locomotor ata:"l.ia, et al., would possibly 
arouse a healthy skept icism wh ich \\"Oulcl prove unhealthy for 
Viavi. \Ve are told, therefore, in one par t of the literature 
that all these di seases ·'and many more, proceed from a depl e­
tion of nervous force - from nervous debility," whi le elsewhe re 
we are in form ed t hat ViaYi cures ncruous debi lity. 

Such, as our western contemporary says, is t he '· bus iness 
which has made two men, . tarting with practically nothing, 
afTiuent. Th eir patron s consis t of confiding sick a nd s ufl"erin g 
women, to whom , not skiii C' d in med icin e, their lit.craturc 
appeals." 

\Ve reg ret that we ha I"<' not il1c spa~c to quote the complete 
article. It is a lso io be regret t ed that a reprint of it can not 
be placed in the hands of tho. c who are being humbugged so 
cfl"cct ivcly by th is Cal ifornia fraud. 

TilE \ "IA\'1 "THEAT~JENT." 

EunnA, N. Y., ~lay 27, l!J07. 
'J 'o the £ditor :- The cnclo cd letter was written to a wowan 

who had paid the Viavi representative $175 cash in advance 
for a "course of ViaYi." The female representative had di ag­
nosed a "tmnor" (!) a nd had warned the woman to steer clea r 
of any or all phys il" ians, or tnkc her chance on being ordered 
to th e hospita l for an oprration (horrors!). After having 
11. rd lli r " ll tn 'c-fohl \ i:11· i <·t Jrt•" for some r· ight or t r n montl1 s 
:J JJd fPPli ll .~ S< JJJI!• I\ JJ:If \\ OJ":-,(', s !J(" li si[vd :l pJ,~·~ i t·i:J JJ, 11!Jo 
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fa iJ cc.l Lo find a Lumor, bul diu finc.l a retrod isplacement witho11L 
ttclhesions. Th e symptoms, which had been severe backache', 
some !J eaclachc and irritable bladder, were permanently re­
lieved by replacing the uterus and using large tampons for 
about one week. 'Whil e no further treatm ent was given or 
advised, the patient to -clay (May 27, 1907) is in excell ent 
health and laughs at the suggestion of examination or furth er 
t reatment. The Viavi r epresentative bad ~he patient exam ­
in ed by t he Viavi (female) "doctor," who corroborated the 
diagnosis of a "tumor" and urged another six months' course 
($75 worth) of the "remedies." The w·atkins (Schu y ler 
County) Medical 'Society brought an action again st this Viavi 
representative for illegal pract ice, which was discontinut>d 
without prosecu t ion , I believe. 

Viavi is successful financia ll y- ! am ready to swear to t hat. 
WILLIAM BRADY, M.D. 

[The letter Dr. Brady encloses is too long for publication. 
It is poorly written and shows that the writer, a lthough ahl e 
to work the cl ear women, is not blessed wi t h too much edu· 
cation.- Eo.] 

VIRGIN OI L OF PINE. 

A Food Law Development. 

( Fr·om T he Jour·nal A. M. A. , April f!.O, 1901, 1366.) 
In THE JouuNAL, March 16, 1907, page 967, we called atten­

t ion to a n alleged prescription which is shrewdly advertised in 
newspapers as a " simple home mixture which any druggist 
can put up ." One of th e ingredients, however, is a nostrum . 
This method of arlYertising is one way of evading ' the Food 
ttnd Drugs Act. 

A r ecent number of l't·inter's l ulv d irects attention to a simi ­
lar case. The preparation in this instance has been widely 
exploited in the lay press, largely in adver t isemen ts made to 
appear as though they wer e r eading matter, and is adverti sE'd 
as "Virgin Oil of Pine." Pr-inter's Ink says: 

The preparation is put up in half-ounce bottles and is 
recommended in connection with glycerin and whi sky, in a 
stated formula as a remedy for coughs and colds, lung 
troubles, etc. Under tbe pure food law, a cough remedy 
conta inin g two and a half ounces of simple ingredients 
su spended in eight ounces of whisky would have to be 
marked with a label stating the percentage of alcohol. In 
such a case the percentage would be large. Eight ounce~ 
nf whisky would be entirely truthful a nd not at all 
~lnrming ·to lhP p11rP h:l ~P r . lm t (hP In"- prohihit ~ ~11rh 
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a :, !alerncuL aud Lite !JcrccuLagc ui ukuhul , if ::,la LcJ , 11uuld 
<I]Jpcar so high as probably to cancel a good many sales 
wl1cre purchasers r ead the truthful label. To overcome this 
di sadvantage in marketing, the company advertises its 
preparation alone and the reader is given a formula where­
by he can compound his remedy himself. As the formula 
may be advertised without any statement of percentage 
of akonol, and as only whi sky is mentioned , the remedy 
is diYested of what under other circumstances might ap­
pear to be a dangerous remedy. \Vhether or not i.his con­
<·ern has evaded the law is a question for others to decide. 
It has certainly got around what wo11lcl have been in its 
C'ase a seri ous com mercia,) clrawha c·k. 

WHEELER'S NERVE VITALIZER. 
An Analysis of the Nostrum. 

(From The Journal A .. M. A., Apt--il 11, 1908.) 
'l 'o I he Edito1· :- l have been much interested in the work 

I hat you are doing in exposing ihe danger lurking in the many 
"ell -ad,·ertised "nerve tonics" and "headache cures." I want to 
I hank you for your exposure of Harper's "Brain Food." I 
needed such in formation. About nine months ago I learned 
tl1a t l 11·o women of my acquaintance were taking this prepa­
ration and that they had been inducing others to take it. I 
,;oon noticed that these women, whose daily duties were exact­
ing, began to show purple lips and presented symptoms of 
genera 1 depression, and I warned them that they were probably 
Inking a dangerous mixture containing acetanilid, and they 
h eded my warning. 

J wish to call attention to "Dr. W'heeler's Nerve Vitalizer" 
"hicli is sold to the public. The label states that the adult 
do --c is from "one to four teaspoonfuls, or even more." It is 
r(•CO IIJ !l1ended for "a ll nervous di seases sleeplessnesq 

sick or nervous headache epilepsy, fits , spaSJtlS, 
:--;1. \ ·itus' dance, nen-ous prostrati on and other seYere and 
C' lironic cases." 

I know two extremely delicate, educated, middle-aged 
1\'0mcn who have been taking this mixture pretty freely. They 
:1rc in a pitiable condition of neurasthenia, suffering from 
gloomy forebodings in regard to the hopelessness of their 
hea lth , and yet they claim that the medicine has surely saved 
their lives when all else had failed. I want to know what, if 
:1ny, are the harmful ingredients of this nostrum. Can the 
\ounc il on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American Medical 
.\ ssoc ialion h<>lp me out, and in so doing help others? 

M. R. MoRDEN, Adrian, Mich. 
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t lh\1.\ll!.ii 'J: II !J ~e lel ':; ;-.; ,., 1 e \ Jl:di le r l~:t :; loeen a na lyzed 111 

tJ,c laboratory of th e • \ nL r riC'~n .\frrJj ,,~ J \ s-;oeialinn, and the 
chcJni sts' report follow s : 

Wheeler 's Nefl'e Vitalizer 11 as pad:ed in a carto n beari ng 
the name of the preparation, its manufacturers, "The J. ,V. 
ll rant Co., Ltd., Albion, Mich.," and an exha ustive list of th e 
d i ~eases for which the product is intended, beside the genera l 
statement lhat it is a cure fo r "all nen·ous diseases." The 
"Vi tal izer" is a brown, syrupy liquid having a peculiar salty 
lasLc par t ia lly masked by licorice. Qualib.tive t ests showed 
t he presence of sodium, potassium and bromin. Quant ita tiYe 
determinat ions indicated the presence of 12.6 1 gm. of potas­
, j urn bromid and G.30 gm. of sodium bromid in each 100 c.c. 
of t he "Vitalizer." This is equivalent to 0.73 grains of pota · 
:;i mn bromid and 4.8() grains of sodium bromid to i !Je fl uid 
dram ; a quantity of bromids equ i1·alent to 15.35 gra ins of 
potassi um bromid. 

I t would seem from the abo1·c repor t that the label, "Ner ve 
l ' itali zer," is a misnomer and constitu tes a m isbrand ing very 
:;im ilar to, if not legally identical with, that fo r wh ich Harper 
11·as convicted of violating the Food and Drugs Act. It is cer­
tain ly not a mattl'r of indifference that de licate women shoui cl 
drug themselves with large doses of depress ing agents like 
the bromids in th e supposi tion that they a re toni ng up a n 
exhausted nen ous system w ith a vitalizer. 

T he danger of lhe recommended dose equi valent t o over 
sixty grains of potas ium bromid, to be taken indiscriminately 
by t he la ity, is evident. Equally vicious is the sugges tion 
that in certain condi t ions the drug should be used 'four times 
da ily " for at least one year;" should such advice be followed 
bromi sm wi ll ine1•itably result. T1Je question ar ises in thi s 
connection wh t> thcr lhe ]a w ought not to take cogn izance of 
~ u bstances as polcnt for harm a are the bromicls, as well as 
of those drug. wh ich a re now inclu ded in t he list. 
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PART IV 
MISCELLANEOUS MATTER 

:!:l!l 

BATTLE AND FOUGERA COMPANIES OPPOSED TO THE 
COUNCIL. 

(F1·om The Journal A. M. A., Mll!JI 6, 1905, and Feb. 11, 1906. 

Battle & Co. 

\Ve have printed ab tracts of letters received from some of 
the leading manufacturing pharmaceutical houses which fa-
1·ored the movement r ecently undertaken to separate the good 
preparations, as far as is possible, from the fraudulent and 
secret nostrums with which physicians are flooded and which 
t hey are expected to prescribe for the sick under their care. 
Under the circumstances we think it is only fair to give the 
other side. We are especially constrained to give physicians a 
cha nce to read what Battle & Co. have to say, because they 
have sent the correspondence to various manufacturing phar­
maceutical firms, and our readers should have the same favor 
shown them. ·with the correspondence they say to the manu­
facturers: 

""\Ne commend the above correspondence to yo ur atten­
tion as showing the position we take in regard to the 
Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the A. M. A. 
\Ve would like to hear any comments you have to make." 
The correspondence is as follows: 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASS 0 CIA T I 0 N. 
COUNCIL ON PITA RHA.CY AND CHEMISTRY. 

CriiCAGO, April 22, 1905. 
:.'lrEsSBS. BATTLE & Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

GENTLEMEN :-The Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry 
is now r eady to take up ''Bromidia," provided you wish 
to submit it to that body. vVe take it for granted that 
you received the announcement which we sent on Feb­
ruary 28, and consequently know the functions of this 
council. 

Tf you desire to submit the preparation, will you kindly 
forward five original packages, and also any informa­
tion you may desire to submit to the council for its gtlid­
ance? By referring to the tentative rules, as set forth 
in the announcement, you will r eadi ly see the scope of 
t he in formation desired. If you send printed matter, 
kindly supply us with fifteen sets of each. 

\Ve shall be pleased to hear from you at your earli est 
conveni ence. 

Very truly yours. 
GEORGE H . Sn.n.roNs, Chairman. 
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i:)T. Lou ts , April 25, I ~JU 5 . 
ll~; . L LOL\I.JE 11. i:)auLONS, Cha irman . 

103 Dearborn Ave., Chicago, 111. 
Ut<:.\ R Sm :- Yours of the 22d instant r eceived and con ­

t ent noted. In answer would say that we read very 
ca refu lly the circula r sent by t he Council on Pharmacy 
a nd Chemistry, February 28. In regard to that and your 
reques t, will say: In the northern d istrict of New York, 
Uni t ed States Circuit Court, held in t he court house at 
Utica, N . Y., May 3, 1887, Judge Alfred C. Coxe granted 
a tempora ry injunction r estraining Byron F enner of iVest ­
lleld, N. Y., to "desist from print ing, publishing or circu­
lating in any book or formula hereafter to be issued by 
the defendan t, his agents, etc., t he word Bromidia or 
Bromidi o in connecti on with t he r eceipt n ow appearing in 
Fen ner's Formulary, etc., et c." This injunction was made 
perma nent June 7, 1887, the same judge presiding. 

We don' t r ecognize the right of any man or set of men 
to inter fe re wit h our proper ty. vVe do not propose to sub­
mit any of our preparations to t he so-ca lled Council on 
['ha rmacy and Chemistry . F mther more, if we learn that 
t he sa id Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry at tempts to 
in cor porate any of ou r preparations in t he book referred 
to we will ask for an in j unction r!'st ra in ing any interfer­
cnc<' wi t h our property . 

Yo urs r espectfull y, 
BATTLE & Co., Chem ists' Corpora tion . 

C. A. BATTLE President. 
\\ .t• wi ·It to ass ure l\Iessr s. Bat t le a nd Company tha t it will 

not be necessary fo r them, under the circumstances, to get out 
an injunction to prevent the council from incorporating Bro­
midifl. in the proposed book. Indeed, th e underlying principle 
11 11 which t he co uncil is working is that u ntil there is some­
t hing more t ha n t he unsatisfying st atement of th e manufac­
t urer concerning t he composition of his " property," physicians 
ought not t o "interfere" with t ha t " property '' by u sing it on 
a n i nnocent publi c. 

Fougera & Co. 

' V. J. MmmrsoN, J R., Cou.:-.'SELOH AT LAw, 
43 B ROAD STREET, NEW YORK, Jan . 20, l90G. 

C:EOH(;E H . SBIMONS, M.D., 
Council on Chemi stry and Pha rm acy, American Medical 

Associa tion, Chicago, Ill.: 
Dem· SiT :- Mess rs. E. F ougera & Co., of 90 Beekman 

~ ~ r t'et , Nell" York City, as agents for severa l prepara tions 
intended solely for t he u e of the medical profession, and to 
wh ich cer ta in registered t rademark na mes ha1·e been given, 
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11110nu m e that in the literature relating Lo i.lte;:,e 1nqmra· 
t ions they have given the full qualitative formulrn, and in 
many cases the full quantitatiYc formul rn and even the 
.11odus opera11di of manufacture. 

They have also informed me that your Association pro ­
poses to make analyses of the c preparations, which to· 
.c;·ether with certain comment and criti cism, are to be pub­
li shed by the said Association. 

::\Iy clients reques t me io sta t<' lliaL lb ey do noL dc;:,in• 
the publication in the propo ed pharmacopeia of ' ·Xew 
:1 ncl Nonofficial Remedie ... of any formul rn to which an• 
;tdded synonymous terms, f,tn!c·d 't.o be identi cal with the· 
preparations sold under L!J c i.rad(' ·mark names of !he 
fi rms they r epresent a s agent~; and as counsel for tl1r 
;t ho1·e firm I wish to warn you against the publication by 
the Ameri<:an Medical Association or the Council on 
'hemistry and Pharmacy of any fa lse or ina cc urate sta tc­

llt rnts relatin<£ to the arti cles for which 1\fessrs. K Fou­
gl'ta & C'o. arr thr ~rlling- ng('nts. Yours truly, 

\V. J. :l\I,OnlUSO:'il , JH. 

Sa11ta! Midy is one of tbe preparations wbicb Fougera & Co., arr 
adv rtls!ng to tbe public. This advertisement is reproduced (wlth ­
ont p!'rm! ss ion) from tb e Gllicooo A!JJe!'icon of Sunday, Feb. J I. 
I!IOG. 

Uouorrbea cured i11 two days! And this is an "e llli<-nl pro-
prl~tnry" tHll•ertlse(] in r eputable mecllrnl journals! ! ! 
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IL is a pl easure to ;..; i1·e JHtLlicily lo lite aLo1·e lcltcr. llt; tl 
ou r readers may kn ow Lh e attitude taken by E. Fo ugem & Co. 
i.owa rd the work of l.he Ameri can Medical Association throu "'h 
its Counci l on Pharmacy and Chem ist ry. S ince a number ~f 
the products fo r which thi s firm is the selli ng agent are 
nlready advertised directly to the laity, this action is not to be 
wondered at. ' Ve wish lo state aga in t hat the annu al to be 
known a s ":1\ew and Nonofficial Remedi es" is presumed to con­
ta in, as nearly as possible, on ly those prepa rations intended 
solely for physicia ns' use. E. Fo ugera & Co., therefore, neet.l 
haYe no fear regarding the li ting of l.heir p reparations. 

ce,. 
o .. 

Instantly Relieve and r.lJ'idh' Cure 
GOUT, RHEUMATI!iM, RHEUMATIC 
GOU1, SCIATICA, LtJMBAGO u4 all 
paias ill the bead, lace, and limbs, 

At 1111 Druulata qr 
Jll. I'Ot1GIJKA.' .. CO., !!ole A .. at .. !lr. r. 

T h is a dverti sement , taken from the Oh·icago R ecord-Herald, Feb. 
14, 1906, shows anothet· one; there are others, but we have no 
more space to spare at this time. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

Their Value to the Nostrum Maker. 
(Fro-m The J ou rnal A.. Ill . A.., April 11, 1908, 1!08.) 

Testimonials a re one of the most Yalued assel.s of the stock­
in- tra de of t he " patent" and proprietary medicine manufac­
turer. Without them the successful exploitation of any nos ­
trum would be well-nigh impossible. In the testimonial the 
manufacturer is assum ed t o s ink hi s own personality and give 
to t he public t he evidunce of a disinterested third party . The 
value of evidence, so \\'e are told, " rests on our fa ith in human 
tes timony as sanctioned by experi ence." The majority of us 
come in daily contact with people who are, at least in a gen­
eral way, t ru thful. Such exper ience tends t o develop a fai th 
in the statements found in testimonials t hat, while highl y 
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prulilald•· lo lire t•xploill'rS of n o~l rurn s, i ~ noL ll:t tTanlcd l>y 
fact s. 

The "patent-mcdit ine" t est imonia l, as has l.Jecn shown 
by Samuel Hopkins Adams in the "G rea t American Fraud" 
:nticles, is scientifically valueless. The individual giv ing it, 
in many cases, becomes the r ecipi ent of certain favors, flnan ­
c·ial or otherwise, of the compan y seeking it. The tesiimonal 
once obtained is worked to the limi t- in some cases past the 
limit. N'ot long ago Collier's H 7celdy reprodu <'ed two items 
from the same issue of a certain newspaper: One was a 
··patent-medicine" advertisement consisting of a testimonal 
from a woman stating how she had been restored to health by 
us ing t he n o trum adverti sed ; the other was an obit uary no ­
lire of the same woman! 

Leaving the "patent medicine" and lookin g into the testi­
mon ials of the "ethical propri etaries," we find an analogous 
,[ate of affairs. There is th is oue difference, ho11·ever: In 
addition to the testimonial that appears as such, with no at­
lP mpt at dissimulation or pret ense, we have the "scientific" ( ? ) 
art icle form of testimonial. uch art icles, appearing in the 
rPrrding pages of medical peri odicals, assume to be scientific 
.Ji,, crtations on various matters of interest to the medi ­
r·al profession. \Vere they written with t hi s object, even 
I hough discuss ions of certain proprietary articles formed the 
h:tses of the articles , but li ttle objection could be raised to 
lhem. Investigation proves, however, that instead of being 
impartially critical they are ful omely laudatory and instead 
of coming from men of standing in the profession they ema· 
nate from individuals whose chief work seems to be furni sh­
ing such "copy" for various proprietary houses. So long as the 
t herapeuti c claims of a large proportion of proprietary prepara­
l ions are based on n o more r eli able foundation than that fur 
nishccl in this way, so long is the intelligent physician com­
pPI!ed to ass ume an attitude of hC'a lthy skepticism toward a ll 
~ u r h claims. 

LEHN & FINK'S METHODS. 

How They Advertise and How the Testimonial Market h 
Supplied. 

(Ft·om The Jo11rnol A. M. A ., Feb. 1!9, 1908) 
By a curious coincidence we received by the same mail two 

communications from physicians in different parts of the 
country regarding the advertising methods of Lehn & Fink of 
:.lew York City. One of our correspondents, Dr. John A. Haw­
kins of Pittsburg, Pa., who enclosed a letter from Lchn & 
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lo' iuk Lu which 11 e refer below, ca lls at leulion Lu thi~ Jinu 'ti 
method of reaching physici::tn o. Dr. Arthur R. Elliott of Chi­
cago, who sent the other letter, shows the attitude of Lehn & 
Fink toward the public. Dr. Elliott's letter is so illuminating 
that we g i1re i t in full: 

'l 'o the Edito1· :- The enclosed two pamphlets were re­
ceived through the mail recently by one of my patients 
::tnd he being very much impressed by their contents and 
fully persuaded that he had "uric acid poisoning/' brought 
l hem to me to ask my advice about the advisability of at 
once beginning treatment. The one marked "Fourth 
Series" was received first and prepared the way nicely 
for its successor. It is apparent that the profession now 
being able to discriminate between the truth and poetry 
regarding uric acid, Lehn & Fink, who for so long a 
Lime have sought our favors, have decided that it will be 
more profitable for them to work the public direct. I 
would particularly invite your attention to the effusion in 
the second pamphlet by Edward P . Adams, a member of 
the American Medical Association. ['While in the article 
written by Dr. Edward P. Adams it is stated under the 
t itl e tha t he is a member of the A.M. A., this information, 
like much of the "scientific" matter in the article lacks 
!.he clement so essential for conviction-truth. He is not a 
111Cmbcr.- Eo.] an<l more especially to the footnote on 
page nine. [This footnote is referred to later. It has ref­
erence to the author's willingness to give advice by mail. 
- E'o.] This comes precious near being quackery. It 
seems to me that the conduct of this firm should be 
brought to the attention of the profession. 

ARTHUR R. ELLIOTT. 

H appea rs from the enclosu res Lliat the firm in question is 
nl present "pu hing" Piperazine 'Vater- advertised as a gout 
" 11el rheumatism "cu re." To awaken interest in this prepara ­
ti on l11·o series of pamphlets arc published. One, entitled 
":\olcs on New R emedies," is sent, presumably, only to phy­
,,ici ans; the other, wh ich presents a gaudier appearance and a 
more attractive co1·e r, is sent through the ma ils Lo the publi c 
direct. Each of these publi cations contains an eleven or 
l 11·elve- pagc article by E'dward P. Adams, M.D., of Cincinnati. 
This gent leman's articles are written to suit his audience. In 
"~otcs on New Remedies" he di cusses learnedly-for physi­
<· inns-the causal relation of uric acid to gout and rheumatism, 
and gives- for physicians-an imposing bibliography in th e 
most approved style. In the other series he U.iscourses fluently 
- t hi s time for the public-on "Uric Acid Diseases and Their 
'l'rc>alment with Piperazine W a ter." In yet another pamphlet 
of tlw ;;nnH' s<' ri f'~ t he "C':lli"C' nn<l C' ure of Rh enmnti~m nnd 
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Gout" arc popularly discussed-also for the public- aud hi s 
readers-still the public-notified, that "the author is at l ib­
erty to give advice by mail!" [Italics ours.-En.) 

The question may arise in the physician's mind as to how 
Lehn & Fink obtain these voluminous testimonials exploiting 
their products. Dr. Hawkins enclosed with his letter a com­
munication be received from Lehn & Fink which sheds some 
light on this subject. vYe give it in full. 

Dear Sir :-Our attention has been directed to the De· 
cember issue of the Proctologist, in which there appears 
your paper on constipation. vVe have read this with very 
much inter est, particularly that portion where you make 
reference to the value of phenolphthalein. From the word­
ing of this portion we infer tl1at you may have mentioned 
the preparation Purgen1 a lso, and that probably the editor 
cut it out when the article was publisiied, in fact, we have 
been told as much. 

Under separate cover we a re sending you the latest 
issue of our publication, ''Notes on New Remedies," whi cl1 
is just off the press. vYe should have been very pleased 
to reprint in full your paper in our "Notes" had it not 
been mutilated in the way we assume. We accordingly 
desire to ask if you can not find it within your time and 
inclination t o prepare an original communication, trC'at ing 
of the u se of Purgen in in testinal troubles, for publication 
in the next issue of "Notes." 

We should value such a paper highly and we are su re 
our readers, who number some 16,000 among the most 
representative of the medical profession, would li kewise 
appreciate the information that you may give. Our cus­
tomary remuneration for papera of this character is 
$10.00 per printed page, [Italics ours.-En.l which we 
are pleased to offer you if t he offer meets with your ap· 
proval. Awaiting your early reply, we are, 

Very truly yours, 
LEHN & FINK. 

This letter causes one to wonder whether tl1e twelve-page 
disquisition on the "Treatment of Gout and Rheumatism with 
Piperazine," by Dr. Edward P. Adams, is really, what it pur­
ports to be, a scientific article of general interest to the med­
ical profession or merely a $120 testimonial made-to-or der "by 
request." One is doubly suspicious, too, that the four-page a rl i-

1. Purgen Is tb e trade name for tbe aper ient drug pbenolpb ­
tbalel n. In Europe tbls product Is advertised in street-cars, 
omnibuses and even on bote! toilet paper. (See THE JouRNA.J,, Nov. 
2, 1907, 1541.) Extravagant claims are made for It, and whll~ 
pbenolpbtbalein may be bought for 40 cents an ounce. Purgen i~ 
quoted wholesale at $3.20 an ounce in tablet form. For furthe r 
information ee THE J ouRNAL, Sept. 14 , 1907, 954 and p. 220 this 
edition. 
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cle in lhe same publication on "The Internal Treatment of 
Gonorrhea" (with Gonosan), represents but $40 worth of 
"copy." This Gonosan testimonial was written by the rc· 
nowned A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A.M., M.E., M.D., Ph.D., etc .. 
editor of the, now defunct, St. Louis Medical and Surgical 
JoU?·nal of unsavory reputation. Possibly, however, Lehn & 
Fink vary their schedule of rates for such testimonials accord­
ing to the professional standing of the authors furnishing 
lhem. 

PLAGIARISM AND PAID TESTIMONIALS. 

"Visvit" and "Hygiama." 

(F>·om Tile Jounwl A. M. A ., May ll, 1908.) 

The indiscriminate praise of new articles introduced in to 
therapeutics by means of ful some write·ups of the "origina I 
article" type has long been a slanding disgrace to medical 
journalism on both sides of the Atlantic. The evil is being 
fought in Germany by the organization of some of the more 
reputable medical journals and one of these, the B erliner 
lclinische TVo chensclwi{t , in its issue of March 23, 1908, un· 
earths a ludicrous example uemonstrating the worlhlessness 
of such "literature." 

The phraseology of lhe text and the clinical histories in an 
article appearing in Heil!mnde on "visvit" had a familiar 
sound. Diligent search was rewarded by the discovery of th e 
original text, which had been published in 1899 in the Con~· 
munications of Sty1·ian Physicians, as a contribution praising 
another preparation, "hygiama," and two of the clinical his­
tories were found in another article devoted to the same prepa· 
ration. The correspondence bebreen the two articles is so 
complete as to exclude accident. The one is simply a repro­
duction of tl1e other with the word "visvit" substituted for 
"hygiama." It must be said, however, that the progress of 
time had led to the enlargement of the original article in a few 
places so that the proprietors are able to recommend "visvit" 
for some things which were not thought of in praising "hygi­
ama." It is noticeable also that while the clinical historic 
are the same, the age of the patient varies, he having grown 
ten years older before the second article was published. The 
names of the authors arc withhcl(: by our German contempo­
r~ry, but parts of tl1e two articles are printed in parallel col­
umns, showing the almost exact identity of language in the 
t \'1'0. Visvit is made by Arthur Horowitz, Berl in , manufactnrer 
of arrhoYin, pyrenol, etc. 
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PSEUDOMEDICAL PERIODICALS. 
Contributors Show a Lack of Self-Respect. 

(F1·om The J ournal A.. M. A.., May 2, 1908.) 
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II. Kohn bas an article on "pseudomedical periodicals" in the 
lJerliner klinische Wo chensclwift, :March 30, in which he call :; 
attention anew to the evils of a llowing one's name to be pub­
lished as one of the collaborators or contributing an article to a 
pseudomedical journ a l whi ch is in rea lity a "house journal" 
sa iling under the flag of scientific literature. It is amazing, he 
adds, to see bow r ead il y men of prominence will cpntribute a n 
article or allow their na mes to be published as collaborators 
on some newly founded medical journa l, or one that is striv ­
ing to enl a rge its field , when the men floating the journal are 
persona ll y unknown to them. These physicians would hesi­
tate before g h·ing a person with \\·hom they have but a 
,; uperficia l acquaintance a leLler of recom menda tion to a 
fri end, and ye t they g iYe what a mounts to the same thing to a 
journ al published by a man of \\·hom they kn ow little or noth­
ing. In the first case they injure on ly one person, while in th e 
pse udomcdi cal journal they may injure thousands who may 
act on the ir recommendation. Any man who r espects himself 
is car eful of his associates in public and he should be full y as 
eareful as to his associates in the field of science. Before g iv­
ing th e usc of one's name or contributing an article to a med­
ica l periodical , it is one's olemn duty, Kohn declares, to in ­
,·estigatc the character of th e editor and of t he journal in 
,·icw. In Germany a confidentia l appeal to the Association of 
the Medica l Press will obta in fo r him the desired information. 
Tie adds that any one wl 1o wo ul d impute unworthy motives 
to th e old and honor>1blc Grrman med ical journals in their rr­
plies to s uch an inqu iry i ~ unwor hy of notice. These mediCRl 
journals Yoluntaril~r relinrpti sh thr income which they co uld 
hrwc if th e~· con~r nt e<l to ar-<"rpl I he afl\·ertisements. 

SELF-PRESCRIBING. 

The Awakening of the Public to Its Dangers. 

(From The J ow·nal .tl. M. A.., May 1 6, 1908.) 
The Ohio State !JI edica l Jotwnal quotes the following eui · 

itori al from the Ohio State JounwL of Columbus, as an "en­
C'Onraging sign of the tim es and an evidence that the len. ,·en is 
11 orking in tl1 c minds of thinking people." 

SO:\U ;W H AT CHUII N AT.. 

Pracl icin rr medicine is a pretty dangerous thing for t.h r pa­
li r nt , if th ; m"'n <loes n't know anyth ing about the science, nnd 
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~ nfn c Limcs iL is rather dangerous for the alleged pra.diLioner 
himself, as was t he case with a. fellow out in Massachusetts 
who sold a person two bottles of "catarrh cures" that con­
tained cocain. The ca.tarrh curist was arrested, fin ed $50 and 
put in jail-a practica l lesson to all who haxe no business to 
d<'al in medicine. 

T hen, there '"as tha.t woma n, mentioned in the papers the 
other day, who gave the little gi rl attending her daughters 
party some of her headache medicine, and then put the child 
to bed to sleep it off. The child went to sleep and never 
wakened again. 

Sometimes these li ttle medicine adventures do not resull 
fatally. But most of them, if ignorantly taken , manage to get 
a round among the organs somewhere and do more or less dam­
nge. It is about as bad to deal haphazard with powerful cures 
as it is to go meandering about a powder magazine with a 
lighted candle. 

The commentator wisely sa.ys : "l n iimt we hope that our 
daily papers will be bold enough io actually name the specific 
'catarrh cures' which contain cocain and the headache tablets 
which ki ll the unwary. In th e meant ime, such articles as t hese 
will help to ed ucate the people and to crystalli ze publi c 
opinion ." 

The las t year has shown a gratify ing change in ihe .... tiiiud P 
of many lay journals. vVe hope thn.t in time the major­
ity of editors and publi hers may reali ze that they haw 
n, public function to perform , nnd t hat it is i hcir duty to lead 
in a ll movements to protect the public health rather than t o 
exploit the public to their ow n advantage by opening their 
colum ns to the advcrti~c mcnts of dangerous or fraudu lent 
prPpnra tions. 

"SHAC" AND ITS PROMOTORS. 

How the Sale of Headache Remedies Is Pushed. 
( From T lw Jo!!rllal L M . A., Oct. 19, 1901, 1381.) 

The ca mpa ign aga inst the indi criminate u e of headache 
remedies certainly ha s clone some good. But while newspaper 
repor ts indi cate that there are fewer cases of poi soning and 
death from these prepa rai. iom, some excerpts which 11·c quoi.P 
below from the j\'cw Jclert, a monthly journal ownc<l and pub­
lishell by Frederick Stearns & Co., and devoted to adver ­
t ising Stearns' products to druggists, show th at thi s firm . 
heedless of the warnings uttered by physicians against tlH' 
indiscrimina te use of headache r emedies, is endeavoring to 
promote the sale of SHAC (Stearns' Head Ache Cure) 
in a most reckless-we might almost say criminal-manner. 
Shac is put up in wafers and each wafer is stated to contain 
4 grains of (lcetanilid . While shac is sold and "pushed" by 



Frcueriek Stearns & Co., Detroit, it is stated on Lbc packagr 
to be "prepared for Stearns & Curti us (Inc.), 5 Platt Street. 
Xcw York.' ' 

SHAC ADVERTISED IN SUBWAY CARS. 

Stearns' Head Ache Cure (now called SHAC) is being 
extensively advertised in the subway cars in New York 
City. SHAC is becoming famili a r to thousands of people 
every day. This benefits not only New York druggists, 
but all other druggists. SHAC costs you $1.50 a dozen. 
What other product adverti sed in this way allows you as 
gre11,t a profit? 

SHAC-Stearns' Head Ache Cure-has been curing ach­
ing heads for sixteen years, and at the end of this long 
and meritorious service, everyone is satisfied. SHAC is 
sold and used in all parts of the civilized world. What 
test is better than the test of time? SHAC sells for 25 
cents. You make 100 per cent. profit. 
While the advertisement states that every one who usr~ 

SHAC is satisfied, we venture to suggest that the patient , 
the poisoning of whom was r eported by Dr. Cassady, Bisbee. 
Ariz., in TnE JOURNAL, Dec. 15, 1906, page 2012, was not en ­
t irely pleased with the cO'ect of the preparation. In this case•, 
the pa tient, a woman, took three wafers, an hour apart. 
though the directions on the package state that only t wo 
wafers a re to be taken. It must be r emembered, however. 
that most pa tients think that if a little is a good thing mor e· 
must be better, and take medicine on that principle. Here i · 
another qu otation from Stearns' New Idea: 

SHAC FOR SHOPPERS. 

Shoppers and sightseer s often have their pleasu re spoiled 
by headache. This is unne cssary, as by carrying a box 
of SHAC in the pocket or shopping bag, an aching head 
may be relieved in a very short time. Wise travelers are 
learning this. Recommend SHAC to any one contemplat­
ing traveling and you will make 11, friend. SHAC costs 
you $1.50 a dozen . 
Js it any wonder that reports of " heart f~~,ilure" are so fre ­

quent ? 
Frederick S tearns & Co., "Patent Medicine" Vendors. 

(F1·om Til e Journal A. M . .A ., July 18, 1908.) 
Physicians who attended the Chicago session of the Amcri ­

ran Medical Association doubtless noticed while riding on the 
street cars the blatant advertisements of the headache remedy 
SHAC (Stearns Head Ache Cure). This nostrum, which seems 
to have been responsible for at least two cases of poisoning,' is 

1. THE .ToURNAL. A. M. A., D~C- 15, 1906, 2012, and Nov. Hi, 
1907, 16711. 
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put on the market by Frederick Stearns & Co., Detroit- a fact 
that was noted in th ese pages a few months ago.' It was not un­
naturally assumed that these Pcruna-like advertising tactics 
had been adopted by an enterprising local representative 
anxious to make a "showing." The June issue of the New Idea 
- a monthly journal published by Frederick Stearns & Co. 
and devoted to advertising their products to retail druggists­
shows that thi s assumption was not well founded. In their 
journal they inform the druggist that "a new series of SHAC 
street car cards are now ready for use in th e large cities." 

The evils of th e indi scriminate use by the public of such 
powerful and insidious drugs as are contained in the various 
headache remedies need no further iteration. The question 
bas long since ceased to be an academic one and no casuistic 
reasoning nor specious arguments can hide the fact that enor­
mous harm is being done by the exploitation of these acetan i­
lid-containing nos trums, and the medical profession ha s ex­
pressed itself in no uncertain ton e regarding t he matter. 

SHAC, however, is not the only "patent medicine" put on 
the market by Frederick Stearns & Co. Jus t af! extensi\·cly 
advertised-and in th e same medium s, the street cars-are 
Zymole Trokeys "for husky throats." Then there is Pam for 
the dyspeptic, a "tiny tabl et of wonderful power," of which 
th e modest statement is made that "every ferment of the 
digestive tract that is avail able is used in these tabl ets, 
fitting them for use in all kinds of indigestion." Surely, with 
such drugs at their command, dyspepsia need give physicians 
no further cause for worry! 

These are some of t he products put on th e market by 
Frederick Stearns & Co. and vigorously "pushed" by them in 
advertisements to th e laity. A fi rm which, while soliciting tliP 
patronage of physicians through the pages of medical journals, 
is 3t the sam e time furth ering the interes t s of self-drugging 
an<l dangerous nostrum -takin g, will he looked on with distru st 
and suspicion b:v t.h e medi cal profession . 

BEER AND DIA GNOSIS. 

Uranalysis by Quacks. 
(From The Jounwl A. M. A., July 18, 19 08.) 

Four youn g persons in Germany recently sent a vial each, 
n• -eord ing t o directions, t.o th e " urin<' spec ialis t," J. Locher, 
\\'hO dia gnoses di sease from inspection of th e urine. Each 
ll' fi R informed thaL he had a catarrhal afl'cction of the stom-

2. TRFJ J OU R:<'AL A. M. A .• Oct. 19, 1907. 
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ach, abdomen or throat, and each was instructed to buy a 
bottle of Locher's remedy, costing $1. They did not buy the 
remedy, as the vials they sent had contained notl1ing bnL 
diluted beer. 

ANALYSIS OF NOSTRUMS IN NORTH DAKOTA. 
(From TliC Jonrnal A. llf. .1 .. ,JnTy .-1, 1908.) 

Tt is gratifying to note t.lwt Lhe o!licials of some of the slate 
health boards have realized the true scope and responsibility 
of the work placed in their hands and appreciate the great 
in jury to public health from the fraudulent manner in which 
many med icines are ad 1•ertised and sold. I1i. the eighteenth 
annual r eport of the North Dakota Agricultural Experiment 
Station, the food commissioner, E. F. Ladd, and the pharma­
cist, L. A. Brown, call attention to t he evils arising in con· 
nection with the "patent medicine" business. Mr. Ladd says: 
"The more I have had occasion to look into the subject of 
'patent medicines' and their usc. the more fully I become con · 
vincecl of the great fraud that is being practiced. Among the 
'patent medicines' there are some possessed of merit, but the 
c;reater proportion of those now sold arc nothing more than 
worthless products, often 'doP.e.'" He also quotes a drug 
journal to show the attitude of others with regard to some of 
these prodncts "which claim to be ethical and , therefore, are 
f'upposed to be recognized and used under the direction of phy­
sicians, but whit!h, in r eality, seldom are recommended by 
physicians of standing." 

1\fr. Ladd makes the further comment: "By reference to 
the report of Professor Brown giv('n further on. one will sec 
something of the character of 'patent medicines' which ha ''e 
been sold in this state and haYe thus far been under examina· 
iion. Their worthlessness in many rases is clearly indicated. 
They are often so prepared a. to deceiYe :tnd mislead anrl 
make victims of those who usc the products. That there is 
necessity for a more strin~ent law than any which we now 
have is clearly indicated, and 1 can fnlly endorse the report of 
Mr. 0. C. Beale, who wn<; commissioned by the Australian 
govC'rnment to make an invest igation of the nostrums solrl 
as 'patent' and proprirtar~· mrrlicin('s in all English -speaking 
conn tries.'' 
ProfC'~~or Brull'n's rcpnr! sli OII'S ~ hrgr amount of goorl 

11·ork nccompli shP•l •lming f h(' :v<·ar. A long li st of pro ­
prietariPs contninin" r·o('ain jq published. Vin Mariani is in 
this list Pnd r('•···ii'Ps :111 e.\posurc occupying over two pagPs 
~ncl l('ading lo (lip •·nr!<'l usion lhal whate\'('1' the claims madr 
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hy Lhc manufacturers, "according to our analysis of samples 
of Vin Mariani it does contain cocain, and regardless of 
whether its presence i ~ due to coca leaves or not, it constitutes 
it a cocain preparation." Evidently hair-spliting distinctions 
are not very popular at the North Dakota Agricultural Experi· 
ment Station. 

The results of the analysis of some "dyspepsia remedies" 
are very interesting. The report states: ·"Only a few prepa­
rations of this nature have been analyzed in this laboratory, 
owing to a limited amount of time and help trained in drug 
analysis, but enough has been done here and elsewhere to 
arouse in our minds the suspicion that there are very few 
preparations put up as aids to digestion that have any effi­
cacy whatever." Among the preparations analyzed were Vigni 
and Malt Papaya, Borscherdt's. The first showed no digestive 
power and the second a slight action on starch, but none on 
albumin. It is suggested that in the combination of diastase 
and papayotin in the second preparation the two ferments 
mutually destroy each other as has been shown to be the case 
with mixtures which contain both pepsin and pancreatin in 
solution. · 

It is to be hoped that we may have more investigations .of 
similar nature by the responsible boards which arc equipped 
Lo do work in this field. One advantage of work done under 
public authority not connected with the medical profession is 
that the suspicion of medical bias is removed and the advi ce 
given in such reports as these ought to be of immense valu e 
to the people to whom they appeal and who are liable to be 
misl ed by the specious advertisements of nostrums which are 
both an injury to health and a fraud on the purse. 

HELPING QUACKERY. 
The Irony of Fate in Attempts at Enlightening the Public. 

(Ft·om The Journal A. M . A., June 20, 1908.) 
0. Neustiittcr relates in the official organ of the German 

Antiquackery Society that recently he inadvertently contrib­
uted to the foundation of a rampant quack establishment. 
One of his patients, at Munich, saw on his desk a quack's cir­
cular, and they discussed together the ways and tricks of char ­
latans, Neustiitter taking great pains to enlighten his patient 
as to the evils and swindling practices of quacks. The patient 
brought him again and again various circulars and quack ad­
vertisements, and finally one of a magnetic institute which 
taught the science of magnetic healing and hypnotizing in a 
few hours for $40. 
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'l'l1t: 1JaLieuL was lWL seen aga in , but behold ! the daily 
papers soon contained the blatant announcement of a new 
fn stitute for Suggestion Therapy for a ll kinds of nervous afl'ec­
Lions, youthful indiscretions, rheumatism, etc., and the pro· 
prietor was-Neustiitter's form er patient. He bad bec, n 
wr:J lthy at one time, but had lost his property by his drink · 
i ng habits, and he learned to see in this quack business a 
means of replenishing his coffers. He treated one woman for 
headaches and charged her $250, which she had to pay under 
menace of a suit for, as Neustatter remarks, the German law 
. cts a maximal tariff for r egistered physicians, but charlatans 
cnn charge what they like. He says that he is now doing pen ­
n nee in sackcloth and ashes for he has actually thus been 
1 nstrumental in founding a new quack establishment whil e 
he was preaching an antiquackery sermon. 

T he inconsistency of the law, however, is what is really 
responsible for such evils, he adds. The heading of his com­
munication in the Gesundheitslehrer, February, is "The Irony 
of t. he Law"- Die l mnie des Gesctzes ode1· A1tfkli.inmgsfolgen. 

"NERIOT FERMENT." 

(From The J ournal A. M. A., J uly 11, 1 908.) 

Two handsomely dressed persons applied to a n urn bcr of 
dru g stores in Paris with a prescription calling for '·Neriot 
f crment according to the formula of Dr. Henry (depot 12!) 
ltue Montmartre) ." The druggists sent to the depot and 
each bought a bottle of the ferm ent. It turned out that this 
depot had been r ented for the day and a supply of bottles 
installed. The two swindlers decamped with the proceeds that 
Pl·ening, forgett ing to• pay the rent, but their landlord, find · 
ing the demand so lively, prepared more bottles and con­
( inued to sell the "ferment" until the police appeared. His 
"ft·rment" had the advantage of being harml ess, as he u. rd 
1\' :l tc r alone. 

EXPOSURE OF FRAUDULENT. PROPRIETARIES IN 

GERMANY. 

(F1·om The Joumal Ll. M . A., Sept . 5, 190 8.) 
Tl1 c need of an unbiased scientific examination of all m ed i­

(· ines of a proprietary nature, instead of reliance on the manll ­
fact urer's cla ims for in format ion r egarding them, is becoming 
go'n Prn ll y rN'ngni ;:Nl . Tn flprm any th e rPPrnt C){ pOsllrr of fhl' 
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produ<:Ls of Dr. A. Horowitz - Arhovin,' Pyrcnol,' Vis\ it' and 
[odofan'- by Professo r Thoms, Ji' . Zernik and others ha s don e 
much to show that some method of controlling such products 
is needed to protect physicians from fraud. 

At the annual meeting of the Association of German Chem­
ists (Vcrein deutschcr Chemiker ), recently held in J ena, Ger­
many, the necessity for an official board or institute to analyze 
and pass judgment on propri etary medicin es was again empha­
s ized. 

A paper was read in whic-h it was held that only an 
official bureau would be in a position to impart informatiQn 
in regard to t he character of such preparations, whether mis­
leading statements were being made about it, and whether 
the product is dangerous to the public health or deficient in 
t herapeut ic propert ies. The warn ings iss ued by the Berlin 
poli ce, the Carlsruhe Board of H ealt h and the Pharmaceuti c 
Institute of" the University of Berlin have generally blown 
past like an idle wind, leaving no permanent efl'cct, except 
t ha t those who exposed the fraud were usually put to much 
inconvenience and annoyance. The author of the paper stated 
that he was threatened with a damage suit when, ten years 
ago, he called attention to the chemicall y incorrectly desig­
nated mixture sailing under a scientific flag, Glycosolvol, one 
of the first representatives of the now ubiquitous fake syn ­
thetics. 

Lately, he continued, the director of the Pharmaceutic 
[nstitutc of Berlin University- Professor Thoms- had to ap­
pea r in court on account of his exposure of Pyrenol. H e 
eommcntcd on the audacity of the manufacturer~ of fraudu ­
lent products who try to frighten thel';- adversar ies by arro­
gant impudence; he instances the fact that the manufacturer 
of Pyrcnol twisted, into adverti sements of his remedy, the 
exposures of it made by Thoms, Zernik and Gadamer . \Vhil c 
physicians are the ones who arc directly humbugged, in Ger­
many the medical profession seems to be the least concerned 
a bout the matter if we are to judge by our German ex­
ehanges. 

1. THE J OURNAL A. 1\L A., May 9, 1008, p. 1541. 
Z. THE J OURNAL A. l\1. A., June 13, 1008, p. 1003. 
3. TilE J our.NAL A. l\I. A., )fay ~. 1008, p. 1HO. 
4. THE J OUHNAL A. l\I. A. , :\larch 7 , 1908. p. 784 , and April 4, 

I 0()8, P. 1135. 
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THE CONFIDENCE Or' QUACKS. 

Letters Sent Confidentially to Medical Fakers and How 
They Are Used. 

(Fmm 'l'h e Jou r nal A. M. A., March 28, 1908.) 
\Ve here reprod uce a page from a phamphlet issued 

by the Guild Company, lritrr brokers, 2\'"assau treet, 
Xew York City. 

" \Ve conduct the large t lette r brokerage business in 
th e world," says th e circula r, "deal only in original 
letters, handle no li st , hence can guarantee that eve ry 
letter we offer was written in response to an advertise­
ment, and therefore gives the name, address and other 
Yaluable information r egard ing a person accustomed lo 
dealing through the mail s." · 

"In the case of medical letters yo u are immediately in 
possession of the names and addresses of sufferers from 
a particular disease or ailment and do not waste time 
and money aiming prop1iscuously at thousands of people 
of whom only a few are likely to be r eceptive of your 
proposition." 

Samuel Hopkins Adams, writing in Collier's 1VeeT.·ly, 
wisely said, referring to a simila r li st: 

"If you haYe ever been fooli sh enough to write to any 
of the quacks and frauds in that list, you may know 
that your letter is now for sale. You may know that 
all the things you have sa id about your health and your 
per on-intimate dela il s which you carefully conceal 
from your friends and neighbors-are the property of 
any per on who e:arcs to pa y four or fi ,·e dollars for th (· 
le tt r rs of your~Plf nnd othN~ li ke you." ' 

~.).) 
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edical 

S we have millions of medical letters we can fill 

orders for any quantity from I ,ooo up. Following 

is a list of some of the different classes of these 

that we can furni sh promptly : 

Asthma. 

Blood Po.ison. 

Bust Developer. 

Cancer. 

Catarrh. 

Constipation. 

Consumpti on. 

Dea fness. 

Drunkenness. 

Dyspepsia. 

Eczema. 

Eye Troubles. 

Epilepsy. 

General Medical. 

Hair Preparations. 

Heart. 

Kidney. 

Morphine. 

Nervous Debility . 

Obesity. 

Paralysis. 

Piles. 

Rheumatism. 

Rupture. 

Syphilis. 

Stomach. 

Female Complaint s. Skin Disease. 

Etc., Etc., Etc. 

These letters were all written to well known and suc· 

cessful medical advertisers, and are a very profitable class 

of letters for anyone with a legitimate medical proposition 

to use. 

If you have a medical proposition to get before the 

people it is most important that you should use original 

letters. By this plan you can avoid all waste of time and 

money, addressing only people who are interested in what 

you have to offer. 

Write us for particu lars and prices regarding the 
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PART V. 
NOSTRUM ADVERTISING. 

NOSTRUM ADVERTISING IN THE RELIGIOUS PRESS. 

(J•' r011~ 'l'ltc .Journal . l. J/ . . 1 .. F eb. Z mu/ Feb. 9, 1907.) 

Dr. F. M. \\' oocl, Cn rlinYili<'. 111. , "rite : 

"I am glad that you are ~ l 10w ing up the facts on the 
alhertising in reli g ious paper . ..;. lt. seems to m e that 
n early all our religious papers nre guilty in this matter. 
The GhTistj'cm H c1'Ctlcl is i.he only one I ha.Ye found that i ~ 
practically clean. EH'n UH'Y print i.he J\Iagic Foot Draft 
ad. I haYe written seve r al iimcs to the Presby terian u[ 
Philadelph ia, and io ihe Christian Jnt cll·igcncel· of llw 
Dutch Rcformrd chu rc·h (Krw York ). urging th e \\·ith ­
<lrnwal of su ch aLls as 1\ fr ~. \Yinslo\1'· , Sootllin,!:{ Syrup a!l(l 
J rood's Sarsaparill a, stating their content nncl. in Llw 
('a~r of the forme r papr r . I recciYcd 110· reply. Th r latte r 
paper rrpli <'Cl. stat in g ihat Lhr.1· regretted thn'L i t was 
nrcessary to take these acls in order io continue the p ubli cn­
t ion of the paper, s in('(' il1e a111oun t obtained in sub crip­
t ion . i ~ in 110 \\'H.I' arlcquate t.o ca rry on the expense of 
publ i ~ation. In ihis case l carried the matter to the 
~fonmouth County cla s is of ihc ~~·nod of Xe\1' .Jer . !'1'. 

>l 11<1 they pa~Fecl R. resolution protesting against SUCh acl­
\' (' ri.i sing in t.he ir c:hurch paper and urging the ~ynod of 
th e church io takp action. Tlm far it went, and no fur ­
the r , and I \\'as ll'ithout an~· r esou r ce io ca rry it f urthc'r . 
H seem ~ to m e iha t t.he on 1_,. \\'a, ' to get at them is thr 
one you arc taki ng-. nncl io kc0p urging eYcry phys icia n to 
call this matte r to t heir nLtcntion. Jf ihcre was a mean ~ 
of getting at tl1eir ~uiJ~<· ri pi i on li . t and cu tting it down b.l' 
l'e::t. on of ~uch \\'Ork. t.hat \\'O IIl <l -;ol \'e the problem , bn t i l 
~ecms ns if thC' gullihiP ]lllblic· i>< g lacl io he fooled. J 
note that the //cm/rl our/ 1'rr·81Jyfcr of Cin('innal i nlso pub­
li . hcs the~e ad~. _\ li~t of thr rC>l igiou-; p:qwrs who a rc 
guilty. printed in T1r1·: .Tot · J: X.Ir. . \\'OII ld he :1 help in i.hi ~ 
ma.tier .. , 

Jf e1·ery pl1ysic:ian who i~ ~u))~(' rihin::; fo r a r eligiou s journal 
lhnL rarrics quack m0dieinc ad,·ert iBements would do as Dr. 
\\ 'ood has clone, thrrc woulrl soon be an end to thi~ copn rtn rr­
ship of ihe religious p res~ in the Great American Fraud. Fnr­
thrrmo re. if phy~ i c i an~ \\'OIIld get their fr iends and pai. icn! lo 
;H·t n l ~o , they II'Oul<l help Lhe ra.use a long still mo re. 

T hai the fight agai nst no-; t rum ad1·er tiscm nt s wa hrg1111 
by lay pe ri oclic:n J-; i~ nol n<'<lib l•l <' to mrdi ('a l jOJJrnalism, 
nnd ihat ~ome of the inn\ic t papers to come into line, in 
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t he fight for rleccucy Ull ll honesty, arc ilte ollieial org<w o u[ 
~orne of the churches is a sad commentary on our Christian 
civi lization. This attitude of t.he various reli gious and semi­
re li gious publicat ions is intere ting . 

The Alabama Baptist. 
Some, among t.hem the Alabc111na BazJtist, have disco ntinued 

ad1·er t isements known to be fraudu lent and will get rid of 
other s as soon as the contracts expire. The editors, as a rule , 
a re not competent to judge of the merit of an article of a 
medicinal na ture, or of appliances for the cure or a ll eviation 
of disease, even if they were consulted concerning them, and 
the responsibili ty fo r the insertion of these advertisements 
lies with t he advertising manager. 

In t he j ourna l mentioned above there appears' a letter 
from Dr. H. E. Mitchell , in which he refers to an editoria l 
in that publication praising Coll·ier's W eekly, and says, t hat as 
he knows t he composition of many " patent medicines" he feel s 
it his duty to emphasize the statements made by Mr. Adams · 
in Co llier's. Dr. l'uitchell calls attention to the fa ct t hn t 
some of t he most " harmless" r emedies conta in such a large 
percentage of a lcohol that if taken regularly t.hey will cr eate 
not only a h abit fo r the remedy but will finally lead t.be in­
dividual taking them to a stronger and more powerful stim­
ulant--wbish.-y. The letter goes on to state: "No man should 
be guil ty of taking or giving to a member of his fam ily any 
drug or nostrum u nless he knows its content , or unless it has 
been prescr ibed by a competent physician ." 

This let ter cal led forth an editorial in the ame issue, f rom 
whi ch we quote: 

Ever since our attention was called t.o some ad l'ertise­
ments which we were carrying, by a member of the Jeffer­
son County Medical Association, we han; quietly been 
letting t hem drop a s the contracts expired, and from 
week to week we have turned down many that would have 
paid us handsomely. W'e are still carrying some which 
will not appear again in the columns of the paper as soon 
as t he contracts expire. . 1 • vVe do not mean that we 
expect to exclude all " patent medicine" adverti sements, 
fo r we bold tha t some a re perfectly legi timate, but we 
do mean to t ry to keep out any and all that have i.Jccn or 
will be exposed as dangerous or fraudulent. . To 
adhere to our policy will mean a loss of several thousand 
dolla r s a year, which means much hard work and sacri· 
fke on our part, but no amount of money \\·ill can e us to 
s wcn·e from what we believe to be right. We be-

1. Alaba ma Bap t is t , Oct. 10, 1906. 
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llt:IC LhaC IIJI '') ua[p uuly Jour jl l!U jJle liall! llrillt:ll .. r 
~ poken i o us alwuL Lhc maHer. We do iL of our 01111 
motion, for we do not <·are i.o he ~• parLy to al!ything 
which is hurtful lo the l1 Pa lt!t of our readers. We be· 
Jieve that th e "drug h ab it" is a. vicious one and we coun · 
sel all who feel the need of being dosed lo call in a. 
reputable physician. Th is ed ito rial would have hccn put 
ofl" indefi nitel.v but for Lhc fact or a leiter from Dr. 
l\fitf'hell , whi ch " ·e publi sh elsewher e. 

The Columbiad. 
/ • .. nother journal 11·hi ch ha s fallen in lo line in the fight for 

decency i the Oolumbiad, lhe offLcial organ of the Knights of 
Columbus-a Roman Catholic fraternal order. This magazine 
had its attention drawn to a. "patent-medicine"' advertisement 
it was carrying, which, while not one of the most objection· 
rtble, still made cla ims that were clearly exaggerated and fal se . 
. \ s soon as the magazine was notifi ed, t llC medicine company 
was asked to release the publi sher~ from tllJ?ir contract. Tl1i s 
they consented to do . 

.As distinguished from ibe c1·idcnt desire to place the J?di­
lorial and business departm ent. on thi' ame ethical basis a ~ 

is sl1own aboYe, the case of lh c OumbCl"lond Prcsbyte1·inn i~ to 
lhe point. 

The Cumberland P resbyterian and "Patent Medicines." 

Some months ago we published' resolutions adopted by lhe 
:\liami Presbytery and addrcs eel to t he General Assemb.ly of 
the Cumber land Presbyterian Church, condemning the pnb­
lication of "patent medicine" ad1·ertisements in church papers 
and directing that the board of publication of the Onmbel"lancl 
1'-resbyte-riwn r efu se all advertisements of a mcJical characte r. 
unless they arc fir st approved by a board composed of thl"CC 
physicians selected for thei r high stnnd in g, em inent qualifi ca ­
t ions, experience and integriLy. 

T he e resolutions were in troduced by the moderator of ihc 
presbytery at Lebanon, Ohio. Under dat.e of Oct. 12, 1906, 
Dr. B. I-I. Blair of Lebanon, Ohio, wrote to the Rev. James E. 

Iarke, editor of the Oztmbcrlond Presbyterian, calling his at­
icn Lion io the fact that the t ime for renewing contracts was 
approaching and asking if it was not possible to reject. nll 
lll ed ical and other adverti emenls of a fraudulent nature. Tlie 
n"'·· F loyd Poe, pastor of the church which Dr. Blair atiemls, 
a !so wrote to Mr. Clarke. lie a id in part: 

I am very much eli satisfied with the tardiness which 
lhe management of our paper is . howing in the matter of 

2. '.rHE JOU RN 4L, .Apr!l 21, 1906, p. 1221. 
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.. ,, ." ' 'i 11g· "l' ''''r lllilerli , illg. J'l<'a -c do 110L 1! 1i11 k ""' t"" 
pr""""lJdtH l ll ~ 11ill'n I "11.1' that J. ha1·c· rr:tthL'I l thP l'"i"l 
i11 m,1 ln nr, il .11Hl llf' l'l 'o us clr,·elopmrnL where· t h<' afln•rti, 
i11g ea rri c•d in our n• li giou'i paper~ gi 1·cs me a ~ ll oek Cl'l'r_l 
lime thnt J opPn I he m. T do not cla im l0 k~Y<' a. degree 
of moral R<' ns itii'C'IW,, l il a! !JOI> hn1·e not , hul l do n oL 
nn dc rstn nu how ii is that yo11, 11·ilh your id ea · of rig ht 
and wrong, c>1 n sta nd for the li!l C of medical a di'Nlise­
ment lhuL our paper cnrri cs . in l11e lig ht of the rcn:!la ­
t ions o[ lo-dn~- . H nm~· l>c that I am nnd11i y wro ught up 
bec·au . c I know from c- lose ~uu l i111' of t he f rauds t hnl 
a r c perpl'lralcd by l h e~c sharks, l;u t 1 am deliberately 
forced l o l he f'o nclu s ion llwt the whol e ~chcm c i, 11-rnn;.:, 
aml any one who Jencls a ifl lo lhcm is in t he wrong. 

Ko11·, c1·er .v honrst pn•n('hrr i, plnc·cd in the po~ilion of 
nn agent o r rrpre~eniati,· t· of hi~ own publishing houo,r. 
I stand in l11aL posilio11 11·illin;..(ly lo-dny . But llw po,;i ­
tion j s growing (' lllbarrn~-.: in g. l have an oflicc r jn n1~' 
ch11reh 11 ho is pn•,id"nt o f OIH' of lhr bi•mesL fair a&~oc ia ­
l ions in thi s s tnt<'. ~\l m.1' l'l' (]_ll'"t he p~~itiYely forbntif' 
all "IJUnt·o nntl sk in games" the 11 '1' of hi s g ro11nd s during 
thC' la~t fa ir . and it was t h11 s ad1·c rli sed, :mel proved the 
bigg0st suf'cess c1·cr. Thr peop le 11·i 11 l' !Hlor'l' thr righ t. 
Now what shall I sav to t hat man when he a sks me thi s 
quP~t ion: -- J>a,tor. wh.1' dOC's not 011r rC'Iigious weekly. the 
officia l 0rgan of 011 r ch urch, whieh is ~uppo,ed to sta nd 
for all lli::tL iH right and honorable, elen n up its ad,·er­
ti semc nts and for!Jirl a ll the medical 'bunco and skin 
ga nwH· t he u~C' of i ts columns "'' Or t hi s othC'r ease; Two 
of my boy~, so n ~ of one of my c·ld c r~ . h;ul t he pri,·ilc•g-e-; 
of publi~l1ing thr frtir program lhi,.; fall. :tllll hy ~ec·11ri11g 
:uhcrl isl'!llC'llt'l ma ke a nice stu n of lli OIH'Y out of it. Then· 
\\·err npp li cal i o n ~ by saloo11s and bre1n~ ; · ie s for about $.'i0 
worth of spacr. but tl10'iC' boys had read enough to see the 
wrong. a nd li nd I'O IIrll ).('<' enn11glt lu ~a y "Ko." ~\nd for th e 
first time in ih hi ~to ry lhe fair programs had no saloon 
o r brewC' r_,. ndl'ertis<·lnrnl~. ::\"o11- tho~e l>oys are r eading 
Colli•·r ·s . Ladies' lfo111C .follmal. SuC'ccss, Pure Food Lrti\'S, 
d e .. and what ,ha ll 1 " n · to lht·m whrn they pu t this nt 
m e: '· l'a~tor. 11·c bcliPI·ed in a cl cn n fnir program and ad­
mitteLl no quc,li onniJIC' a<h-ertisC'mC'nt~. nOll' 11·hat is th e 
malt<·r with o11r (·hnH·h paper that it 11·ill not om it ques­
tional.Jic adn·rtise111enb; from i ts page~'!'' T rul y people 
IHf' making th i ~ a rC'ading and thinking nge . Place your­
i'L' I f in the po i tion of a pastor, tilC'n te II me wha t yon 
\\'Ot li ll . ay t0 s uc-h quest ioners. 

But probably lhe qu est ion at this moment in your 
mind i.-; this: " \Vhy do you n ot show m e what are the 
(]_liC'.st ionabl e acln:,rli sements 11·e are ca rry ing ?" 

ln nns11·C'ring lhi · qu est ion let m e k ind ly suggl'st that 
i t is not the ethic-s for the profrssion o f the law for a 
1·czmtablc and safe lmrye1· to aclrert·isc. lie mny put hi 
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card in tlt c paper . but he doe. not ad1·crLise ' ·Divorcrs 
g ra nted wi thout fa il ''; or , " Indemn ity from the effect s 
of your crim e g uaranteed.'' l\o repntable lawyer will 
do th is, a11cl no one know~ ih iR brttrr than the lawyers 
themselves. 

1\ g a in, 110 1·cpttlable a11cl safe uti11is t r of th e gos pel 1ci ll 
udt·e rtisc. He may inYi tc yo u !.o . en· i cc~ . but he w ill not 
;.ay that he is th e best prca <:h C' r in th e to1Yn or stai r; 
(hat ho ca n ma rrv to s taY ma rri cd iha t he has the on lv 
true plan of sal1·a:tion. lt is <:o n!.n~ry to th e eth ics o f th·,, 
profe. s ion. and no one know~ th is bc!.!.c t· than t he mini ~­
try, of whi ch high cla~s you a re one. 

Th e sa me rule and law of ethics holds !.ruC' in Lhr· 
. mrdi ca l profession. Yo ·reputable ancl safe physie ia1~ orl­
n •rt-iscs . . A member of !.he p rofession in good stand in;.: 
doC's not say to the world. '· J ha1·c th e only cure for en · 
!.a rrh " or " I have the only knifcl\'ss r emedy for cance r,' ' 
or '·f a lone ha1·e soh·ed t l1c g reat consumption mys!.cry .'' 
T he wr.v fact that some m en a rc t..l1u s speaking t hrougl1 
tlw prrs~ is proo f of the fal s i !.~' of th eir position and 
f' l a i m ~ : and no one /;JI01CS this bcll cr than they. T l1 at i ~ 
wl1y they ins i ton the publi sh er ~ of th is paper . in ll'hicb 
they pay for space. sayin~ " Dr. -- i ~ personall.v knoll' ll 
lo the publishers of thi s paper. and is kn o11·n to be a rc .. 
liahl<' per son a nd a competent physician." It is to boble:r · 
np their claims. They kn oll' that th\' best remPcli es a s 
~oon as found oul a rc hcrnlded from onp s ide of this ca1th 
1.0 th e o!.l lt' r that all m,1nkin<l mn y be bene fi ted; but the~ · 
' <·ek to ('u]i ,.t th e sup po rt aml influenc-e of th e reli g ious 
p res~. of 11·h ic:h influence you w rote so well in 'this week' s 
paper, th at color a!Hl a ppf'nra nec Jn ny he added to th eir 
fa l ~e cla ims. 

T an 1 ~urc Uw t !.he r easo n for ,\'L•llr s\'cming a cqlli \'s­
c·cnce in these fraudulrnt adn' l ' t i ~cm cn ts is becau~r it ha ~ 
nc1·cr o currcd to you 1.o in1·c. t iga!.c. I am rt ftrm bcli ei'PI' 
in !.his proposit ion , that wlwn .Tame. E. C'larke inYcsti ­
.D,a!.es anyth in::;· and ftnds i t 1 o he \\'rOn I!. 1. hat H'r~' moment 
he is un compromi Qingl_,- again sL i t . 
l n r epl,1· J\rr . Chnkc wro!.e ihat iL \\':l S ha rdly !.he fun c·l inn 

of such a pappr a s t he C'umbal!md Prrsbyt crian 1. o dN·i<l t· 
q11<:~ !.ion s in accordance w ith a n)· p ro fc~-; i o nal code of et hic · ~, 
and that th e underl y ing principl e of p rac!.i ca ll~' a ll modf'rn 
advertising is that th e goods ad1·er!.i secl 5hould be rep resen te ,~ 

as superi or !.o other goods of th same cla ss. 

The man ag<' r of lhe pa p< ' r wroir : 
"There i ~ nut a point. yuu 111enli ou 11hil'l1 '" Ju uoL in 

<Hilt' wa.1 come up with . T ltc Llifferellce in your Yi ewpoiui 
:\IHl our ,., is thnL you ,;peak o f ·paten!. mclli ine' ndvertiq,. 
i11g· o11l y. whi le 1re sec !.he 1lll~<1Li . factory fea tures of all 
n <ln • rti~ in~. 'J o put it in a nnhlwll - !.hat a<hl'rt i-eJIH'Ill 
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'l'be al>ove reprocluc tion of the cover pages of a religions weekl y 
may be ln terest in ~ in thi s connect ion. It is possible that somr 
incongmity may be found hetweC'n til C' front and ba ck cover". 
The fine print is rea dable by one w ho hns ei ther good eyes or " 
magn ifying glnss. '.rile names of t bos~ who ha ve in the past repli e<l 
!he advertisem ents of this firm - if Collier ·s TFcekly. Nov. 17 . 
IfiOr. . is r onect nrr for "l le by firm' wh o dea l in the ·'confill Pnti:Jl 
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Th a nks g i v ing Number. 

THECUMBERb\ND 
PRESBYTERIAN 

The Peace, Vnity and Purity of the Church. 

!lnehuHit, ~rnn., !:loucmhc.: 22, 1\:IUU. 

RE P ORT OF BROTHERHOOD CONVENTION. 

2G3 

l eLLer , , " ut people who are s ick or who have decided · that they 
are sick after reading nos trum advertisements. After a firm has 
hied those who "don't feel right," as far as it can, the let ters are 
"old to other nostrum Yendors. who in turn may snatch the unfor­
tunates "out of the jaws of death ," etc. Is not this a dellghtfnl 
lm ~ in"~~ f 01· a I"("O li .~ i o n R w <·" ld y t o <·ooperntf' in'! 
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is exceptional wh ieh does not grossly exaggerate. 
Tt is not a quest ion of 'patent-medicine' advertising- it 
is a. question of nea rly a.ll adverti sing. The vuy papers 
which , with axrs to 9rind 1chich other pCLpcrs mtderstancl 
I Ttalics a.re our~ .-ED . .Joun. A. :u. A.] are leading the 
(· rn ,aclc againsL Uw mcdi cin0s. are ca rrying in th eir c-ol ­
lllnn s at th0 ~am<' tin10 li 0s galore setting forth ol hrr 
\vares." 
Til e n<hcrli ~ ing manager . Laking up the quotat ion from lh<' 

paper, ' ·Dr. --- is pcr~onall.1· know n to the publihller8 of 
tl1is pa per, nml i ~ known to be a rcliaiJlt' and competent phy-i 
r·ian.' ' rcpli e'i more specifi cally: 

'· ThaL i~ cnclo rocmcnL all right. and if you had s pent 
one- 11 <\lf the Lime that I did in inve tigating Dr. vVei.Jl'T 

. you " ·ou1cl ha1·c a difrerent Yiew of t he subject. Dr. 
\\"cber is an elder in one of Lhe largest Presbyterian 
<·hurches in Ci ncinnati. lH' is s uperintendent of the Sun­
dny school and chairman of the finance committee.·· 
The nd1·Ntis0m0nt whirl1 was so earefull~- inYestigatccl was: 

CANCER. 

11'1-:Lf.-KXOWN llESlDEX'J S OF THE SOU'!' II 'l'EScl' lFY TO ITS SUCe F.SSFUL 
'L'REATMENT AND CURE. 

Dr. Chas. '\Yeber, of Cincinnati, Ohio. has made the treatment of 
Cancer n specialty for many ye·ars without the knife. As au evi ­
dence of his success he refers to Mrs. E. l\1. S\\·ift. 743 Fifth St.. 
Louisville. Ky .. who was cured of a lat·ge cancerous g rowth atrecl'­
ing her left a J·m. foe which amputation of lhe arm hacl been advised. 

Tion . A. A. Oclen. County 1' rcas\ll'er. Tiarl se lle, Aln., Clii'Nl of face 
cancers five years ago. 

Mt·s. J . C. Eby. 7± '"- 11th St.. Co\· ingto n, Ky .. c·ured 0[ cancer 
of lhe breast eleve n yea t·s ago. 

:111-s. R . Y. Moses, Btownsville, Tenn .. cu red of face cancer. 
Dr. Weber is pc·r sonally known to some of those conuecteu with 

"The Cumberland Presbyterian" ancl we have every reason to believe 
that he is a reliabl e man and competent physician . 

. \ddress Dr. Charl ~s Weber. 17 Garfield Place. Cinc inna t i. Ohio, 
for book of informat ion. 

-\. fact OYer looked b_v uoLh llw He I · . :\lr. Clarke and th e 
managers of th e paper i ~. that in buying most things-cloth­
in~ . 11tcn il s, appn ratus-the purclia,e r is more or less fam il inr 
11·ilh the goods and generally ba: nn opportunity of judgiu~ 
for himself the Yalue he i getting for hi s money. The avcrnf!C 
layman. howeYcr, e1·en of the educated class, ha s a. deep awl 
al.Jiding ignoran ce of all things medi cal and is totally unabl e 
I o judge of t he Yaluc of i.he thing advertised. The fact that 
it i'i adYerti eel in hi s church paper gi1·cs him confidence in it. 
li e l1as no oppodnnii.y to 0xmnin e it to sN ! if it iq what 
it jg elai1u c,l to u<'. 1~ 1-rn in the rare ins tances iu which i.J,c 
c · u 111po~ition i ~ gi,·c" 0 11 til e lab(·l. the nam es of the drug--< con­
" '·' · 11c> llll'aning· to t lit' l;1_nn nn 11~ 1Jo ldH>II'' nothing of th eir 
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act ion , either alone or in omLination. and the manufael urc r~ 

of " prri.ent me<licin es·· ta ke ad1·a ntage of thi s . 
But aside from thi s there i ~ a fund a mental difTerencc Lc· 

(ween offe ring for sal e somr a r! ic l1· of men :handi se. c1·rn 
.~ranting th at such an arti cl r i ~ f; rOs~ly misrepresented, ani! 
o ~l'l' ring for sa le a "cure'' for a n in c: urabl e di -;easc or a no.· t run1 
('() Jltailling powerfu l or h abi t- fonning chugs. In t h e one e;tSI'. 
,11o uld (he arti cle and its atln·rt i ~rd dr,cr.iption be t oo pnl ­
p:cbly at Yariau ce, (he purc·ha ~er hn ~ a , imple r en1 cd.v: th,, 
law. nut what r ecourse has th e poor Yi d im of c·a ncc r 
(nlJcrcul osis IYho wastes preciou:; time-to , ay nothing of 
money-in a fruitl ess enJeaYor to "cure·' him self and finally 
r eaches a stage where no skill , howcvf' r g reat, can avail him: 
o r what r ecom pense has t he a lcohol ic or t he morph in habitu(· 
who has bee n dragged to the Llepths by innocently prcscribin!:\ 
for l1imself a '·ton ic" or a ·'raia nl1 cure." It is curious to what 
C'as ui st ry mrn descend in defe ndin g their bu s in ess r elations 
).rembe rs of a ch urch pl<LCC co nfid ence in t heir c:hnrch papPI 
a >~ til l')' do 11ot i_n lay n ewspaper ·. They r ead th e latter with 
it t l'l'btin am oun t of doubt, th e new. papers arc not po~ ing 

as l ravhcrs, hu t as di~seminators of news . Tl1 e re li g i ou ~ 

journ al s a r c tea chers of relig ion. of 111 orah. of cthi<-s, of 
truth and just ice, and t heir r eade rs naturally plare d pen­
d t> ncc on what is co ntained not onl y in their r ead ing, but 
in th eir a(hertis ing pag1•s. !•'o r th i ~ r eason th e r eli g iou>' 
p re~~ is the fcworitc llll'tliun1 fo r quack medi cin e ad 1·c rti s in ~ . 

1L is c: rucl , if not crimin al, for s uch pa per s to cnlcr in to 
<lllian<:r with •·patent-medi <:in r .. 111e11 nud thu s l1f·lp t o delude 
and swindle t he s ick and su ll'eri ng. 

One oihe1· i hough~: Phy~ i r·inn ~ who tnkc rc li g io u ~ jour na I' 
lhat ca rry ob11ox iou s adl'crti~;c:m en( , ;,hou ld take U1 e (roubl i· 
!o write in protest to t heir e,litor~ . Tl1i 'i they shoul d do, not 
' [>O radica ll y but per s ist en t ly, and w·t oUwr, to do the sa nw , 
and in t im e the::.c j ouma ls will gra nt to IJu sine-;s prb-,ure what 
tiH'.1· rdlh<' to co ncPde to <:0111 111 0n clt>C'rnr-y. 

VITJE-ORE. 

Theophilus Notel, The "Transatlantic Quack." 

(From 'l 'hc J ournal i 1. M . 1l. , F eb. JG. 1901.) 
Strikingly apropos of the arti cle on "Nostrum Advertising 

in Religious Papers," in TrrE JoURNAL, February 2, comes a 
1·oice from a cross the Atlantic in the form of an article in th e 
British Medical J01t rna l, January 2G. The a rticle io; headed 
''The Tran sn !Janti c Quack." S1 1rely c1·ery loyal Ameri ca n 



citizen must feel a glow of honest pride on reading the opinion, 
held in British professional circles, of American bus iness 
met hods. The writer says: 

Many hard thing have been said al.Jout American busi­
ness ways, but nothing put them in a more despicable 
light than the letter s adclrcs. eel by so-call ed companies 
carrying on a medical bu iness in this country in the nam e 
of American quacks. One of the mos t r epulsi,·e of th ese 
purports to be sent out by th e Thco. Noel Company, Limit­
Pd. elating f rom ~!) Lutlgatc Hill , London, B. C., whose 
\' icc-chairman is said to be .J. R. Noe l, :M.D., and is ad · 
dressed t o clerg-ymen. The merits of t he company's nos· 
t rum called Vitm· Ore a r c lteralded in thi s stvlc : ··Js it liOt 
,. fact that sickness rrmo11g t he members of your congrega­
tion is a great hindrance to your plan and work? Do you 
not often wish th at. like fh e Grea t Physician, yo u could 
heal the body as we ll as minister to t he soul '! You may 
be t empted to ihrow t hi s letter clown a11d conclude that 
\I"P ar e talking can t for bus iness purposes . [The ,niter 
of t hi s circular ant icipatPs, with ma1Tcl ous ·learncss, ihc 
<• fl"rr·l produced on a ny intelli gent r caLlcr by his composi­
tion.] " We admit we a re talking business, but what is 
the u se of preaching ihat Chri stianity is applica ble to 
nil condi tions of bus inc. life, if as soon as a Christian 
busi nc s man refers to Divine things, he is sci clown a. a 
eha rl abm talk ing ca nt ?" 

Tlwn follo11·s au ofl"cr to supply, gratis, packets of '·Ka-
~ turc' s ion ic and hea ler.· ' t.o be paid for one month f rom re­

ceipt, only if benefit has been derived from them, " in Lhc 
hope to benefit some of t he c poor persons and thus set 
th em talking about Vitm-Ore." Th e writer boas t s of the 
number of church mini sters who ha,·e availed themseiYcs 
of this offer and of th e "editors o f Lhc leading med ical 
r eligious newspaper wh o haYc end orser] t.hc clnims of the 
C'ompany·s r emedy." 
As shown in t he cut p r in ted in THE JocRXAL,' th e Cum ­

be1'land Presbyterian (issued weekly by the Cumberland Pres­
byterian Publishing Un ion) advocates the "Peace, Un ity 
and Puri ty of the Church" on the front cover and Vitre­
Ore on the back. The English branch of the T heo. Noel Com­
pany asks English clergymen to use i ts nostrum, so t ha t " like 
the Great P hysician, you can heal the body as well as minis­
ter to the soul," and when a minister of t he Cumberland 
Presbyterian chur ch remonstrates against t he pr ostitution of 
the pages of h is paper , the Rev. J ames E. Clar ke, editor, r e­
plies that it is "hardly t he function of snch a paper as the 
Cmnberland Presbyte1·ian to decide quest ions in accordance 

1 . 'l'nr: Joru~ .\ r. Fe h. n 10117 . p. I :-:t: . l! t' Jll' ()(l lH'Nl on pp. ~ r. ~ 
:111d ~r:: : n[ tlli -.: p:tlnpl t1P1. 
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with any professional code of ethics," while the ma11agcr 
writes that "the very papers which, with axes to grind which 
other papers understand, are leading the crusade against 
'patent medicines' are carrying in their columns at the same 
time lies galore, setting forth other wares." 

Is one to conclude, from this specimen of ecclesiastical logic, 
that the argument of the management of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian is that since all advertising is founded on fraud, 
there is no reason why their paper should not derive as much 
profit as possible from such conditions? As mere laymen, we 
a re led t o remark that such a conclusion savors quite as 
little of early Christian ethics as it does of any known code 
of professional ethics, however much it may be in accord with 
the commercialism of modern religious journalism. 

Would the Rev. Mr. Clarke wish his readers to believe that, 
if the Great Physician were to-day walking the earth among 
men, he would distribute advertising circulars and sample 
packages of Vitre-Ore, instead of loaves and fishes to the 
multitude tha t hung on his words, and thus "heal the body 
as well a s minister to the soul T" 

Can one imagine Paul of Tarsus, who fought with beasts at 
Ephesus and who died a martyr for his faith, or the beloved 
John on the Isle of Patmos, taking the position that it was 
"hardly his function to decide questions in accordance with 
any professional code of ethics?" 

·would the advertising manager of the Cumbedand Pr·esby­
t.er·ian have been willing tq certify that Luke, the beloved 
physician, was "personally known to the publishers of this 
paper as a relbble and competent pl1ysician" unless he harl 
entered t he office of this religious journal with a fat advertis­
ing contract in his hand T 

Can the whole filthy, disreputable nostrum business boast of 
a more disgraceful piece of literature than this blasphemous 
and sacrilegious attempt-shown in the British ilf edical 
JournaL-to use the personality of Jesus Christ to boom thf' 
sales of a nostrum and to make advance agents out of weak­
minded Christian clergymen? And can any honest member­
either lay or clerical-of the Cumberland P resbyterian church, 
or any other church, look without shame on an editor and a 
paper which, while claiming to advocate the purity of the 
church have no better defense to offer than that all adver­
tising is ly ing anyhow, and that other papers do the same 
thing? Yet much time has been spent in discussing the 
reasons why the church of to-day lacks the vigor and energy 
nf apostolic times. A glance into some of our religious jour­
n:d~ w ill flupply nl. IPnflf a partial Rolntion of thP prohl•' m. 
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llJSTOiliCAL. 

The interest ing nostrum m entioned above has been ex· 
ploitcd for the pas t fifte en years by its owner and "discov­
erer" ( ?) Theophilus 1\'oel. This gentleman was formerly 
engaged in the ucwspa per business and later in mining and 
is said to lay cla ims to s pecial knowledge as a geologist and 
mineralog ist. \Ve are inform ed that be came to Chicago in 
1891 and engaged in the "patent medicine" business, ad­
\'ertis ing and selling Vi be- Ore, which he claimed to be a 
mineral whi ch he had discovered somewhere in Florida or 
Mexico. This prepara ti on is sold in th e form of a powder 
put up in envelopes whi ch retail at $1.00 each . It is sup · 
posed t o be dissolved in water and drunk. The advertise­
men ts , which appear mainly in religious papers, state: "It 
is a mineral r emedy, a combination of substances from which 
many of th e world's not ed curati1·e s prings derive medicinal 
power and healing virtue. These properties of the springs 
come f rom the natural deposits of mineral in the earth 
through which water forces its way, only a very small pro· 
portion of the medicin al subst a nce being taken up by the 
liquid." 

A11 analysis pub lished in Bulletin No. 69 of the North Da · 
kota Agricultural Coll ege Experim ent Station states that 
Vi t::e -Ore is s imply ferric subsulphate (Mousel's salt) , to 
which a li tt le magnesium sulphate (Epsom salt) has been 
added. Our r eaders can readily choose the more r eliable of 
lhese two statements. One can a lso readily unders tand how 
exceed ing ly benefi cial Mansel's salts and Epsom salts would 
be iu cases of rh eumati sm, dia betes, Bright's disease, go ut, 
"s tomach trouble," diphth eria and the other diseases fo r 
which Vit ro -Ore is recommended. 

Thi s nostrum is also interesting a s showing the profits to 
be derived from such a business. In 1891 Mr. Noel is said to 
have been compell ed to peddle his nos trum in person in 
ord er to obta in uffi cient means to start his business. In 
1893, only fourteen years ago, he is reported to have had in 
his ernploy two girls and three m en. The extent of the ee· 
t ablishment was three or four rooms and a basement. The 
business now occupies a three story building covering three 
building lot s. The OIYner has a s ummer home in Michigan, a 
winter hom e in California , a permanent r esidence in Chicago 
:m el spends mos t of his t ime in travel. It is alleged that one 
pf his r ecen t trips to Germany was for th e purpose of being 
t reated for chronic rheuma t ism, which evid ently Yitre-Ore bad 
ra iled to r eli eve. lt is cla im ed tha t th e present asset s of 
t he co mpa ny a mpu n l to oYer $200,000. 
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\~ il a 3 hecu ~ aid, rnos l of th e adnrLising of this firm ha~ 
i ll'Cll carried on in lbc 1eligious papers. Here we baYe fur thPr 
<'\"idence thai piety, properly exploited, is a vrtluable asset in 
Lhe "pat ent medicine" business. 

However , t he fou nder of t his edifying mixture of faith and 
works is no longer the dominan t factor in t he business. One 
is led to wonder whether rhe umatism bas had a ny thing t o do 
with his r etirement. Surely not, since the advertisement 
s tates that "Thousands of people testify t o the effi cacy of 
Vitre-Ore in relieving and curing r he umatism," and that "This 
medicine cures, whet her the sufrerer believes it or not." T he 
principal factor in the business is now Dr. Joseph R Joel, 
who was graduated in 18!14 from Jefferson Medical Coll eg<', 

LETTERS FOR RENT 
300,000 Jas. Wm. Kidd medical file cards, repre­

senting all kinds of diseases (wi ll sor t) 1904. 
180,000 men's matrimonial , 35.000 women ·s '0!, 1st. 
200,000 agent~ and canva ssers. 
50,000 Dr. Pterce orde r bla nks, '02, '03. 
20,000 Ozomulson order bla nks, ~03. 
30,280 Thea. Noel , '02. '03, medical fi le cards. 
59,000 Agents' directo ry. '03, '04, '05. 

250,000 H ome work, '03, '04, '05. 
27,500 Rosebud trust, fir sts, '03, '04. 
19,500 Bond Jewe lry payu ps, t rust. '().1, envelopes. 
52,000 10c song orders, Sta r Music Co ., '04, '05. 
17,500 Dr. May & F ri a r . lad ies' regu lator , '03, '04. 
6,000 Nervous d ebility , '03, '04, Appliance Co. 
Over 1,000,000 le tters on band, a ll kinds. Ca ll or 

write me for samples an d ads. Lette r s bought. 
C. A. Davis , 1634 Y/_ Ohio Street, Chicago. 

'l'IH• ahoYc is r Ppt·ocl u crcl f r om 1he Dall ies · Jfomr Jounw7. Editors 
.,[ r el i g- i ous t>H l ><·rs \\' i l l n o <l oubt be pleasccl to l earn tllaL JJ rotll rt· 
:\o(' l. in sel lin !-( t ilt' nam es of those snlferrrs who have wr i tten him 
i n h opes o( obtn in in!;' r('it f'L i ~ fo l l olving- t·lle sc>·iptuml inju nction 
not to l<•t his rig-ht h :111 rl kno\\' 1\'lHll hi s l rfl han<l <l or1 h. 

pra ct iceJ three years at Ogden aml Harrison Street , Ch icago 
and taught tLerapeut ics for a time at one of the night med i­
ca l schools of Chicago. D id he advise his students, we wonde r, 
to prescribe Vi t::e- Ore for rheumatism ? Did he learn his 
present thera py a t J efl'erson ? He has recent ly opened a bank, 
possibly as an outlet for t he money sent him by r eaders of re­
lig ious papers. It is poss ible tha t he foresees t he coming end 
of the nostrum business, and wishes to "make t o him self 
friend s of the mammon of unrighteousness." We are informed 
that he is th e J. R. Noel, M.D., alluded lo in the extract from 
the Lancet. 
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l::,u"l Lh iti :1 d<'lt·d .tl d,· 111i IIIII''! 'i"IJ 111akc a ( liuau. ·i,dJy ) 
successful nos( rum , lak•• 1111• · pious hut ig11oruul man whu 
l1as dabbled in nnwy l11iugH and who talks glibly of al l, nu 
money but unlimited llCl'\'0, a mixture of any ridiculous stuff, 
:1 p inch of mystery, and a plentiful supply of quackery . Put 
on to boi l in a 1·cligious \\'eckly, stir slowly 11"ith a sensationa l 
di splay adverti sement, seaso n heaYily and cul 1wuscc£m wilh 
piety and cant of the celebrated Chadbancl variety and se n ·e 
hot to an ignorant and gu llibl e public on a 'unday School 
J e-.,~on .leaf. 

The Christian Advocate. 

(From 'l 'he Jouma! A. M. A., Ap•·it 20, 19 07 .) 

The following leiter rccciYeu from a. correspondent empha­
s izes the imp01tance and th e Yalue of physicians writ ing t.o 
<·u itors of religiou s joumals regarding their advertising page~. 

J t n.lso emphasizes the value of persistency : 
'l'o the EditoT :- The question of th e imp ropriety of rc· 

I igious newspapers accepting "patent medicine" adver tise· 
mcnts is being di cussed in your columns. Formerly t he 
l'ittsburg ( P a . ) OhTistian tlclvooatc contained such adver · 
tisements. li'il'e or six years ago I corresponded with th e 
c<litor in r egard to the matter and he expressed his dis· 
satisfaction with the aJTair and r eferred me to the business 
mailager. I wrote many times to the latter partly ca lling 
his attention to the frau<lulent claims of some advertise· 
ments in the paper. To make a long story short, for over 
a year this class of advertising has been discontinued. I 
do not know ihat my wnting has tened the matter, but I 
believe it contributed in a measure t.o th e change. If the 
physicians who are readers of the va rious religio us j ournals 
would take pains to enlcr their protest, r epeating su ch pro· 
test s as often as might l.Jc necessary, all such periodicals 
would in time be led to clc..'1 n up their adYcrtising columns. 
Our correspondent's Yicws emphasize t.hc statement wh ich 

has been r epeatedly made in thi department. Ko journal, u n· 
Je~s it is run cxclu ively and solely as a n ad1·ertising sheet 
an<.! is distributed gratui tously, will continue to carry advc r· 
li f. ing matter known to be object ionable to a large number of 
~ubscriber s, in t he face of r epeated protests from those sub· 
snibcrs. That the religious papers ha1·c been great s inners 
"long th ese l ines in the past is well known . If physicians 
wi h to enjoy r eading a religious journal f ree fr om objection· 
a !Jl c adYcrtiscment th ('y ha\'C only to follow the example of 
our correspondent and \nJlc to the manager, and keep on 
writing unli l t.hc paper i~ impr01·cd. 
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The "Baptist Flag" and Its Gallery ol: Fraud~. 

I Prom 'l'he Journ al A . Jlf. A., Apl"iL 18, 190 8) 
Vve have had occasion at Y:uiou: t imes' to cnll attculion lu 

the nostrum advertisements carried by religious papers. Tn tlw 
las t two or three years there has been a marked im proveme11L 
in the class of advertising found in the c journals, and moro 
Lhan once we bave commented on this fact. That there is st ill 
room for improvement is evident from a copy of the Fulton 
(Ky. ) Baptist Flag sent us by a correspondent. It would be 
hard to find in a sixteen-page publication a more complete list 
of medical frauds of all kinds-from the ridiculous to the in­
decent, from the dangerous to the worthless-than is to be 
found in this paper. 

AN EXA1ll'LE OF TIIE OLD HEGIJ\IE. 

Since the Great American Fraud articles appeared, mos L 
religious publications have dropped the grosser types of med­
ical fakes, and a few have dropped all "patent medicine" ad­
vertisements. Not so with · the Baptist Flag. Here we 
find the medicated booze "Swamp Root" put out by "Dr." 
Kilmer, and that cruelest and. most mendacious of frauds, the 
·'Combination Oil Cure for Cancer," marketed by the Uriah 
Ileep of quackdom-"Dr." Bye. The notorio us Blosser offers a 
free trial package of his catarrh " remedy; " "Dr." F. G. Curts 
goes one better and sends his "50 cent nasal dou che, fiye days' 
treatment and illustrated book-all fr ee," while Mr. Cheney, of 
" red clause" fame, caps all by making beli eve that he will g ive 
"one hundred dollars reward for any case of catarrh that can 
not be cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure." Dr. IV. Bailey \Villiams 
of Rhea Springs, Tenn ., advertises that hi s practice is "limited 
to chronic diseases- Dropsy, Asthma, Catarrh, Cancer and 
diseases of women." Ilis specialty is " removal of cancer 
without the knife," hi s fees for which "range from $25.00 to 
$500.00." As a clincher he gi ,·es "free service to i.he regular 
ministry." This is probably a safe offer, as it is unlikely that 
a "regular" minister would accept the seryices of an irregular 
physician. "Anti-Pain Pills," "Capudine," "Tetterine," an d 
"Merit Blood Tablets" arc so me of the other nostrnms to be 
found in lhi s strange mi xture of piely and fraud. 

EDITORIALS Vl't{SUS AO\'EHTTSE~[ENTS. 

]n the "Home Circle" department is a n ed itoria l descanting 
on the need of clea n reading for the yo ung. A warning is 

J. '!'HE JOOR NAT •. April 2l. 1!10(}, J 221 : F eb. 2. 1907. 4:l5: F eb. !), 

1!107. 534 ; July G, 1!101, .;::; Aug. JO, 1907. 510; :\ov. 23. 1007, 
1790. 



/'/WI' It: I \"1! .1 Ff!!.' I.'EFOI: .Il . 

sol l!Hieol ''i>' ' ju,l tl10~c puhJi calion ~ 11 lli c- 11 ··ta inl l1 1c in1a g ina 
lio n and al lure lhc wcuk and nnguarcled from th e path, •>I 
inn oec ncc." "}11 ;~,[l·c rti scm cn t on anolJ ,,•r pa ge i!'l addn ·tiHcol. 
presumabl y, lo l110 '>C wh o hare been l1111s tain ted and a llured. 
1 t is headed : 

.. WEA l( ~L\~ RECEIPT FREP 

and goc~ on lo offer a f ree presc ription '·in a plain sca led cn­
,·e lopc·' l o t hose who are s uffering from th e r es ul ts of "cs­
ce~sc , eli ~ i pat i o n . unnat ural drain s or the follies of youth." 
On l hc ~am c pa ge is Ll1 c ac!l·ertise men t of a ph ilanthropic lad.v 
hailing f rom K oko mo, Incl., who has sen t , ab olutely free, lo 
more lhan rr lllillion s ufiering wo me n ' 'a 50 cent box" of rr 
· · ~ imple hom e remedy, rr lso a book wilh cs plnn rrto ry illu tnt ­
l ions s howing wh.r women s uffer nnd how t hey can easily cu re 
l he mse!l·e-; at home wi I hon t t he aid of a physicia n." 

T'hi s sa mple of rcli g iouo journali•m belongs lo a type no1Y. 
ll appil,\·, nearly extinrL From the frenzied appeal to its sub· 
srribcrs l o pay np baek s ubscri p ti ons so lhat it may not be 
deba rred f rom second-cla•o; n1ailing pri,·il Pges. we imagine tlH' 
proprietors sec t he "han dwriting on the 11·a ll." Such publi ca­
l ions arc a d iscred it io the high cH usc-lhey arc snppo~ed to 
rf' pr<'sent. 

Religious Journal s and Nostrums. 
( !•'ro m 'l'h c Journai .1. jj [. A., Jnlu 11, 1 908.) 

Th e ed itor of th e (lpsmzrlh ei t s lehrcr . in commenting on thP 
fact that a c!' rlain reli gious jou rn al dc1·otes one- third of its 
ad1•erLi sin g to adverti s!' ment of un arory "patent mcd iein<'s." 
remarks : ' ·"\Vhat would the religious jou rnals say i f the m cd­
ic·a l journHls " ·e re Lo dcYote on e- third of th eir adverti s ing 
Rpacc l.o a nn ounee menl.s of th in g · kno"· n to be directly con ­
lrar:'' lo a ll (he tcarh in ~s of the chmch 1' 

Rel igious Journalism and the Great American Fraud. 
( From 'Cite Jo1tr11ol . 1. Jf. A .. Lluq. 10. 19 01.) 

From tim e to time 11·c ha1·c made referenPc in tlw~c colnmtB 
to lhc ahnsr~ wh ic-h ha1·c <'X i ~tecl a nd Rlill C'x i,., t in rC'ganl to 
"l hP L" la;;• of a!h<' rli srmr nt s Pani rcl by religion . j ournal~. Jn 
];, ,t 1\'Pck'< i ~<uC' of Collirr's l T"eel.-ly the ~ubj rct i <; lrealP<l nt 
lc·ng Lh h.1' Sam uel Hopk in ~ .. \d am, in hi R latC'sL arl if"l p on thr 
C:rrnt .\ mr ri c·an Frand. 

--HPiig-ion ~ jonrnal ism:· ~fr . . \cl am~ <;a:'·' · " props one 
co rn er of the tottering G reat . \m eri rnn Fraud. Le nd a 
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quac:k or swindling 'patent-medicine' YCnclor Llic eoun(c 
na.nce of the church, and he is a made man. P cruna and 
Duffy's Malt Whisky will spend freely, el-cn extrav8 -
g-antly, io get endorsements from 1.he clergy; mostly on 
the strength of the churchly Litle. 'Father John's' fa ce, 
exploited shamelessly on the hoa rdings which di splay the 
dubious virtues of 'Father John's Medicine,' capitali zes tl1c 
protesting but defenseless Roman Catholi c priesthood for 
ihc profits of chicanery. It is worth double hi s r c>ntal s 
for Lhc scoundrel ly Richie, D .D., with hi s 'drug-habit cure.' 
'lf concealed morphin, to head his co rrespondence 'Prc>shv­
(('r ian Building, New York City,' :mel when i.hc Boanl of 
IIome Missions, which controls the buil ding. di scovered 
the r eal nature of his business and promptly turned him 
out, he lost a yaluable asset . For Dr. J. \V. Blos er of 
Atlanta to decorate hi s quack cata rrh acl1·ertisements 
(principally in the relig ious press) wilh the ornam ent 

' l~ev.' means thousands of doll a rs of added r cYcnuc. What 
!l id that prosperous medical ra scal and fraud, Dr. IV. 0. 
Co ffee of Des Moines, do when he found that ()oll·iar's was 
looking into hi s 'blindness and deafness cure' fake ? Di ~­
played an Pndorsement from the pastor of his church a'l a 
blanket defense. R elig ious back ing. of whatever kind, in­
spires confidence; and the only relig iou s backing thai i~ 
openly on the market is reli gious j ournali sm ." 

CREDIT WHERE CBEDI T I S DUE. 

In the effort to be fair TrrE JouRNAL has recently ' g i,·en 
credit to those religious papers who either do not lend th eir 
pages to the exploitation of fraudul ent nostrums or who arc 
honestly striving to erad icate uch as they have a lready co n­
tracted for. Mr. Adam s g i,·cs a much larger li st and com­
men Ls as follows : 

"It must not be inferred, howcnr, Lhat all til e print.s 
whi ch serve God in thei r editorial pages serve Mammon in 
their advertisements. Ther f' arc journals, like the Un i­
tarian Ch1·istia111 R egist a1·, the Univm·salist L eader, the 
New York Christian Ad.,;oca ta (Methodist), the Na h vill c 
Ch1·istian Adt·ocate ( fethodi st.), the Los Angeles Tid ings 
(Roman Catholic). the Amm·ican H eb1·aw and J eu;ish Mes­
senger, the R aco1·d of Christian llork, the Christian Her­
old, the RaligiotiS 'l'e lescor)(' (United Breth ren), the Amer­
iran F1·iend, and Foncanl, which 'touch not the unclean 
Lhing.' Others there are, uch as the New York Chto·ch­
man (Episcopali an ), the Sout hern (Atlanta) P1·csbyteria1t , 
the I nte1·ior (Ptesbyt.crian ), :lllcl th e Eptcorth Hera ld 
(1\fcthoclist ), wh ich, with an honest intention and a gen ­
eral policy of decency in advertisi ng, occasiona lly, th rough 
inadvertence, admit fraudul ent or dangerous 'patent medi ­
r ilH'f;. to th eir columns.'' 

1. THE JOUR:\AL A. M . A., July G, J 907, 50 . 
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CA.YEA'l' EMPTOR! 

Uu o[ th e bluch. defenses of th religious joumrus thaL atl ­
,·crtise nostrums, is, that they r cfu5c, yearly, thousands of dol ­
Jars' worth of advertising because of its objectionableness. 

"Loud and clear in thi choral offering ri cs the Yoice of 
t he Oh?·istian Endeavo1· ·rvorld. 'l"hc Oh?-istian Endeav01· 
Wodd, as the 'official r epresentatiYe of t he Christian En­
deavor movement,' displays, as its editorial motto, 'Con­
tinuing the Golden Rul e.' That is very good so far as i t 
goes . But, after studying its medical columns, I would 
suggest as a second motto, to be printed above its adver­
tisements, t he warning, Caveat emp t01·! For the intend­
ing purchaser may well beware in reading the man-traps 
whi ch constitute so la rge a part of the OhTistiam E1ulcavor 
Wo1'ld's patronage. Clippings from a few issues, t aken 
haph a:~ard , show, in the line of medica.] adver tising, eight 
obvious sw indles, five dangerous quacker ies, and seven 
promised 'cu res' for diseases which arc incurable by medi­
cine. 

"'Continuing the Golden Rule!' I s th is continuing the 
Golden Rule, to invite the unsuspecting sufl'erer to cure his 
own rheumatism by pasting a. bit of sticking plaster, sur­
named '1\ll'.agic Foot Drafts,' on the bottom of his feet, in 
the hope of 'drawing out the uric acid' by a species of mys­
terious suction? Or to lure him deeper into the slough of 
the drug habit by involving him in the toils of the Dr. J . 
L. Stephens' morphin cure, which consist s in giving him , in 
secret form, all t he morphin he craves? Or to point him 
to the den of that a rch faker of optical malpractice, Oren 
Oneal ? Or to deliver him to the tender mercies of Dr. 
Bye, of cancer ill -fame, or of t he r emarkably ReYerend 
Blosser, or of Gauss the 'cata rrh specialist'? I s it doing 
unto others as you would have t hem do unto you, to eom­
hine with the swindler Kilmer in t he Yending of his 'Swam p 
Root,' or with the bunco a rtist Cheney with his fake $100 
r ewa rd for any case it can not cure? Does the responsi­
ble publisher of t he OhTistian Endeavo1· TV01·ld really be­
li eve that 'crooked spines can be made straight' by mail ? 
And that F. ViT. P arkhurst, 'the well-knom1 publi sher of 
Boston,' haYing 'nothing to sell ,' yearns to impart to the 
public, free of cha rge, his 'cure' for neuralgia and rheuma­
t ism '? 'Continuing- th e Golden Ru le,' indeed ! Continu ing 
the Golden Brick! " 

~IAKI!\0 A \'IRTUE OF l'\ECESS l '£Y. 

The rejected adver t ising spoken of is as a rul e merely of 
those product s that are either outspokenly alcoholic in con­
.lPnt or such a ha1·e been so thoroughly exposed through th e 
press that tiH' p uhli ~hrn; rl:-~rf' not nC'crpt thC' ir adn•rti ~H'm f'nts. 

Sa~'S r nllirrs : 
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"The rejections are too often formal and literu.l. ru.lh r 
than based on any principle. The Duffy's :Malt ·Whisk~· 
concern (whose product is both ~t fake medicine and a poor 
whisky) told me that they were constantly appealed to by 
church papers to advertise under the name of 'Dutry's Malt' 
or 'Duffy's Malt Remedy.' 'So long as you usc the word 
whisky,' say the pious-minded publishers, 'we can not, of 
course, admit you to our colu mns.' That the preparation, 
with murderous mendacity, claims to cure tuberculosis and 

, pneumonia makes no difference to their eagerness for a 
share of its earnings. The reek of blood itself will not 
revolt them, but the smell of a lcohol sends their hands up 
in holy horror. Thus a fine old blended quackery like 
Peruna will be refused, on the ground that it is a known 
intoxicant, by r eligious editors who accept r eadily enough 
medical lures to the enslavements of morphin, or eYcn the 
claims of prepa rations for l.he p roducing of abortion."' 

EDI'rORIALS FOR SALE. 

Even the editorial columns of some of theRP jour nals arc 
open to the. purveyor of nostrums. 

1 "The Ghristi!lJn Genttwy of Chicago formerly performed 
t his servi ce for its patrons, Oren Oneal and P. Chester 
Madison, through the pen of its editor, Charles A. Young, 
but either through a change of heart or a change of editor 
(both, I suspect) it bas forsworn such practices and now 
comes out with a definite announcement that no suspicious 
or fraudulent advertising will be admitted to its columns, 
a pronunciamento which its recent issues certainly bear 
out, so far as medical advertising goes. That so radical a 
change of policy should have been put in force is indicatiYe 
of the recent awakening in r eligious journalistic circles. 

"The 'editorial puff' market is not depleted, however. For 
any who wish to buy, the Rev. C. H. Forney, D.D., LL.D, 
Pditor of the Church Advocate of Ilarrisburg, Pa., is on tlle 
bargain counter. 'Organ of the Churches of God' the 
Church Advocate terms itself. Among other a ssorted ras­
calities, it publishes the adverti::;ement of Dr. W. 0. Smith, 
'Specialist,' who deals in 'free medical advice by mail.' 

"'Dr. Smith,' proclaims the advertisement, 'has adopied 
:1. method by which he can diagno e chronic diseases and 
succes fully treat them at a di stance. Dr. Smith has di s­
covered a P ositive, Radical, and Safe cure for a ll form of 
Nervous, Chronic, and Special Diseases, such as Weaknes 
in the Back and Limbs, General Debility, Impotence, Lack 
of Confidence, Nervousness, Languor (sic), Confusion of 
Ideas, P alpitation of the Hea r t, Timidity, Trembling of the 
Limbs, Dimness of Sigh t or Giddiness; Diseases of the 
Throat, Head, Nose, Stomach, Liver, and Kidneys; Skin 
Diseases of All Kinds; Blood Poison , Nervous and Vital 
Weakness, Catarrh, Rh eumatism, Dropsy. Asthma. Chronic 
Bronchiti q; Diseast>s of Women and all C'hroni<'. Lingt>ring 
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Cnmplainb of Both Sexes. 'J'n · ( C one Cau(l id 'l'li uuglJt lH· 
fore it is too latr . A Week o r ·.\l.onf-11 mny pla r" your ,., , ,. 
IH'yond the Reach of Hope.' 

" :ro intelligent person <:aH rcau thai a<l1crLi emenL 11 ill' 
''"L knowing that Dr. \ V. 0. Sn1i t h, 'Specia list,' is a char ­
laLaJL of the mot malignant d escript ion. But it is not for 
lh e intelligent, but for t he suffering and hopeful ignora ­
mns t hat Dr. Smith·s bunco game is prepared. And here, 
in t he Cltu1·ch .1d'l:occ~le's ed ito ri al columns-editoria l, mind 
.1'0 11--II'C beholcl t he Rev. C. IT. F orney, D.D., LT.,.D., acting 
as 'barker' for the quack. 

'· ''J'I1 e usc of electricity in th erapeutics is of compara ­
t i,•cly (sic) recent or ig in , a nd its value is not generally 
k nown to-day, yet in iLs application to medicine and sur­
gery it ha s been fou nd to be of special efficacy. The vari­
ety of di seases for which it may be employed with the best 
r esults is indi cated in the adverli ~rment of Dr. W. 0. 
Smit h, \l·hi ch may be found on another page. As Dr. 
Rmith is a \\·ell-kn own s peciali st in this line of hi s pro­
fess ion, a worthy and reli able gentl eman, we t ake pleasure 
in r ecommending him to our readN~. Yon run 11 0 ri 'lk 
whatever in consnli.i}lg him .' 

"The Ri chmond R eligious llcrald, wh ich is filled with 
quackery of all kind. , wi llingly prints ns reading matter, in 

cxnet imitat ion of a legitimate pa ragraph, c:xploitations of 
Dr. D. l\L Bye 's ca ncer 'c: urc,' and Vitm-Ore. F or thu de­
cc il' ing i ts own subscri hcrs it r ccei,·es an extr a rate from 
the chnrlntans ." 

EXCUSES TJJAT DO XOT EXCUSE. 

As a n excuse for its delinquencies "the Baptist TVMchman 
of Bo l.on publi shes a defense of patent-medicine advertis­
ing which embodies cer tain of the argw11ents furni shed in 
l.he 'canned editoria ls' sent out by the Proprietary Associa­
t ion of America . 'There are many medicines and much mNl ­
ical practice wh ich ought to be condemned,' writes the cdi­
Lor,' and the TVat clvman will not knowingly appro1·e or aid 
either in any way whatever. There a re also many proprie­
tary medi cines which a re simply physicians' prescriptions 
or meth ods which have proved succe sful in pri1·ate prac­
t ice, and wh ich a re advertised simply to give th em a wider 
HSefuln ess. The 1Vatchman r ej ects adverti sements all the 
Lime of those things which may reasonably be objected to.' 

"An excellent platform to live up to. But the Watchman 
is j am full of adver t isements of both kinds: the legitimate 
p ropri cl.ary r emedies and the arrant shams-mostly the lat­
ter. I s there no r easonabl e obj ection in th e rnind of Ed muna 
F. Merriam, edi to r of t he TVa-t chman, l.o Pi so's Consumption 
Cure, which, under the Pure Food Law, has been forced to 
change its name on th e labels (though not in its adYerti s­
ing) becau e i l. claim to cure consumption is baldly 
fraudulent'? I not :-Irs. \Vin low· oothing Syrup, with 
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i ts ens la.ving morphin. a pat.Pnt medicine which 'may rra­
sonably be objected to'? Will Editor l\Icrriam explain by 
" ·hat phenomenon of logic or elasticity of ethi cs he accepts 
the lucubrations of Dr. Bye, or Oren Oneal, of Liquozone. 
of Actina, that marvelous, two-ended mechanical applian ce 
which 'cures' deafness at one terminus and blindness at the 
other, and all with a li ttle oil of mustard, and of l\Irs. l\f. 
Summers of Notre Dame, Ill. , who in print yearns to im­
part to suffering humanity a sure cure for rhemnati m, kid· 
ney troubles, and women' eli cases, but who, in a composite 
photograph, would exhibit a full beard and a bass voice, 
and answer to the de cription of Vanderhoof & Co., patent­
med icine fakers? F ina lly, has the Watchman's editor 
noted, by any chance, that Dr. Farrar of Boston . one of 
those leeches who claim to cure rupture 'without the knife 
or pa in ,' embodies this sign ificant sentence in his advertise­
ment in the lVatchman's columns: 'I nqui1·e of Publishrr 
of ·this pazJe1· ?' If this does not mean that the 1Vatch­
man's editorial en dorsement is thrown in as a bonus when 
a quack purchases adverti sing space, then what docs it 
mean? On the other hand, be i t said t o the paper's credit, 
its editorial s fiy in the fa ce of its patent-medicine patrons 
by advocating a law 'requiring t.hc fu ll form ul a on a ll pro­
prietary r emed ies.'" 

'l'IIE l\[QTE AND Trm llEAilf. 

The human tendency i.o magnify the mote in ou r neighbo r ·~ 
(')'C and totally o\·erlook the ])('am in our own, is beautifull y 
exemplified in some editorial \\T iLings in th e relig ious press. 

"For example. the Gospcl _t droratc of 1\ash,·illc, Tenn .. is 
quite sure," says l\fr . Adams, "that the country is approach­
ing ruin through cigarettes; and i t further opines t hat 'the 
use of the orga n in worship is a growing sin in our 
churches.' I haYc heard some preU_y bad organi sL.<s lllyself, 
but if I edited the Gospel Adcocolc I should clean up my 
pages a little before setti ng out to saYe my fel low;; from 
going to perdition via the mus ic route. As a start. the 
editor mi ght throw out hi s cancer cureR, Vit::c-Orc, h,;. 
Rumm ers (the bearded lad)7 of N"otre Dame), W ins low's 
Sooth ing Symp . the Re1·en:nd Blosser, and the quack Dr. 
Hathawa~- - Later, he might continue the good work h}7 

ca ti ng out the variou lesser chicaneries which dubiously 
decorate hi s paper, at t he end of which house-cleaning he 
co uld , with a better !!race, tackle the body-de troying cig r­
e!tc and the soul-destroying pipe organ. 

"To the sensitive spirit s of Lh<.' BalLilllore a nJ Ri ·l1m olHl 
(Jh?-istiOJn 1ldvocatc i t i ' a lameni.a.ble thing thai; terrified 
ftalians, during an earthquake, should have fallen on their 
knees and prayed to the saints. An ed itorial on thi topic 
is headed 'Roman Cathol ic Superstit ion.' What kind of su­
perstition is it when the Christian Advocate incites in its 
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readers wh en il, poin t l hcm lor\ . I.J\I. (Acid Iron :Mineral ), 
purporling to be acm e for anything from eczema to snake­
bile, with a special cla im as a remedy against bleeding to 
death? Winslow's Soothing Syrup, Vitre-Ore, the Kellam 
Cancer Hospital, ihe Jackson ' free' rheumatism cure, and 
Dr. J. \V. Blosser of catarrh-cure fame, who is sometime 
a Rev. Dr. and sometimes a medical doctor, and at all times 
a fraud , a lso appear as appellants to the particular type 
of superstit ion which the editor of the Advocate fosters. 
Though not a Roman Catholic, I should much rather appeal 
for help to a sa int in the event of earthquake than to K el ­
lnm or Blosser in case of cancer or catarrh. 

" 'Dr. Buckley has done th e Christian public a vast ser ­
vice in his exposures of Christian Science,' approves G. C. 
Rankin, D.D., editor of the Texas Clwistu1Jn Advocate. This 
is a lJ very well for Dr. Rankin ; Christian Science does not 
advertise in Dr. Rankin's publication, therefore that politic 
person can com mend attacks on it with a free heart. But 
Dr. Buckley, in the New York Ch1·istian Advocate, has for 
years been waging a r elentless war not only on Christian 
Science, but also on the fraud medicines and 'sure cures' 
which do advertise in Dr. Rankin's journal. Docs Dr. Ran ­
kin exhibit an.v irrepressibl e enthusiasm over thi s phase of 
hi s brother laborer 's energetic worl.;:? Not so far a s has 
n.ppcarcd. Masterly silence has been the keystone of his 
slrategie policy in this r espect. And with sound reason, for 
if one cuts out from any s ingle issue of Dr. Rankin's Texas 
('hristian Advocate all t he foul, indecent, dangerous, and 
mendacious paid matter, t he rem nant r esembles a pattern 
for a. broad-mesh mosquito netting. Cancer quacks, dropsy 
quacks, private disease quacks, a ll find equally hospitable 
refuge, at so much per line, in Dr. Rankin's columns. One 
enterprising person attains the height of absurdity by ad­
,·er tising, und-er the self-bestowed title of 'The Texas Won­
(]er,' to cure a ll kidney and rheumatic troubles by mail for 
lS I. Another adYertisemcnt (whi ch most daily papers thro\\' 
in to the waste basket) comes nea r th e depth of degradation 
in exploiti ng 'Man Medicine.' Since this reverend gentleman 
so admires Dr. Buckley, I would respectfull y sug-gest that he 
make a. careful study of that militant editor's advertis ing 
pages : for therefrom he will learn , vastly to his surprise. 
,-c ry likely, that it is possible for one of his own faith and 
ch urch to publish a. religious journal, and a successful r e­
ligious joumal. whose ad,·ertisi ng pages a re clean, honest , 
and independent of a dollar's a iel from any exponent of th e 
GrPat American Fraud .'' · 

' I' LIE LJN DENO'I.ll 'ATJONAL PRESS . 

. \ Her <lealing ~ per i fically with the denominat ional press . 
1\[r. Adams turns his attention to the undenominn tionnl press, 
\\'hich he claims does not shine by compa ri Fon . 
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' ·The ( '!tristian li'orlv and Evangelis t prinls !.he lures of 
Sp roule, Mrs. :i\I. Summers of Notre Dame, Dr. Bye, Piso· s 
Co~1 sumpii on Cure a nd \\'in slow· Sooth ing Syrup, those 
tw m 'dopes,' a11d Ali ce A. Vilctmorc, who has d iscover ed 
a 'perfect home cure' for heart d isease. The Ram's Horn 
excludes from its pages 'c>nrybody :md cl'erythin" that we 
believe might abuse the <'Onficlence of our readers.'"' "What a 
singularly touching tru st is that of ihe Ram's Hom in its 
adverti sing patrons, when, t o go ·11o farther, i t implicitly 
expresses ils confidence in t l1e thi eYi ng Dr. Coffee of Des 
l\1:oines, and in Oxydonor, whi ch modcRt ly promises to cure 
not on ly a ll ncrYous compli cati ons . but f:uch s imple ailment;:; 
fiS pneumonia and locomotor atax ia.! The list might be 
indefini tely prolonged. extending from publications which 
v•ill print anything in which there is a dollar to those 
whi ch exclude open quacks and dangerous medicines, but 
ncc:cpt the comparatiYely harmless but essent iall y menda­
cious cla ims of such p roprietar ies as Cutieura Soap and 
Stuart 's Dyspepsia. Tablets.'' 
The article as a whole is a serious ind ictment of the r elig ious 

press, but an indictment, we regret to say, whi ch is desen ·ell. 
There a re se1•eral "telling" illustrations, which add immenscl.v 
fo the effectivene s of the arti cle but to wh ich we r egret 11·c can 

Influences for Reform. 
( b'rom '1'/t c J ottrt l(ll . l. JJ. A .. . :Yo1: . 3, 1901.) 

In a recent issue of Tlfl,; Jo o RX AL1 we gaYe a. r ather full 
n ·port of Collier's nrmi gnmcnt of the relig ious p re s for the 
character of the ad1·erli sing it carried. In a late r is ·ue of tlw 
same magazine' Samuel H opkins Adams di scussc t he influences 
fo r reform, forem ost :1111 0ng whi ch he places t he clf'n n religiou s 
11:1 pcrs. H e says : 

" The very fact that they maintain !.hemselYcs withouL 
laking blood-money is :~!. once an accusation against their 
less consistent compeer s and a refutation of the plea. that 
without the money of quackr ry a r elig ions paper can not 
be elf-supporting. 

TilE Cl!Hl~T IA X AO\'OCATES . 

"On this important point. here is testimony from th e 
Christian Arlwcate of ?\ashl'ill C' , Tenn. The Chris tiUtn Ad­
rocatc is under the genera l direction of the publ ication house 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The editor, Rev. G. B . 
\Vinton, is made r espon. ibl e for the adver tising a lso, which 
i ~ Lhe proper and logical system, a nd has full powers to re­
_j ed any obj ectionable matter. H is r ule is a. simpl e one: 
'ThaL ns far a s possible adver!.i ements of "patent medi ­
r· ines'' he climinntcd, and lha t if :~ny a re admitted th ey 

1 . Aug. 10. Hl07. pp. Gl0-!'111 . 
..., ('olli (l r ·s. Oct . 1:!. 100 1. 
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must be of arl icles free from narcotics, and an undue pro· 
portion of alcohol. and such as make no spurious claims 
as to what the medicines will accomplish.' I s the NashYill e 
Christian Adt·ocate tottering on the brink of beggary ? An 
inquiry from th e management of the paper indicates th e 
r eYerse : 

"At present, when we a re more rig id in the scrutiny of 
adYert i ing t han eYer be fore, and when we have three r egu· 
Jar ed itors on our stall' instead of two, as has been cu tom­
ary, t he paper is self-susta ining.' 

")foreover, the Nash ville Clwistian Advocate-pays for its 
contributions, wh ich few r elig ious jou rnals do. It would 
~ccm , ihereforc, to be, li ke its denominational brot her, t he 
New York ChristicLn Advocate, an illustration of bow an 
in te lli ge nt and conscicut iou , tandard of advertising helps 
rather than hinders a relig ious paper. 

'·Th e J:eco1'Cl or Chris tian ! Vorl.; belieYeS that 'lo have 
one standard of orthodoxy fo r the editorial columns, and 
a nother for t he business management is nothing less than 
cant.' Hence. 1t contrireR lo ge-t a long without taking a 
pc rccnlage for sw indling tl1c s ick and suffering. So docs the 
Chr'ist·ian R cgistn·. orga n of the U ni tarian denomination, 
wh ich 'has nol inserled med ical ad ,·er t ising for thirty 
years'; the rnirersalis t L eader, whi ch 'declines eYerything 
obj cctionabl P rf'g-a rdl e. ~ of fin ancia l r es ults'; the Cat holic 
Jl onit01· of :"a n Francisco; the Cat holic 'l'idill.rJS of Los An· 
;..(Clf's . which holds lhat expl oiti ng fraud is ' incompatible 
with U1 c tcaclling of 'i\Jother Chu n·h'; t he .American H e­
brei!'. whi ch adhe re~ to a poli cy of ' no medica l adYertise­
mcnt s accepted'; th e J mcrican Jsroelil c j the Orthographic 
Hcrielt', a secta ri an puhli eation in Indi anapoli s; the Clwis­
lil/11 1/ cra lrl , one of lhe pioneer protestants aga inst this 
(·Ia~-; of chi ca nPr.1· : Fonca1'Cl and the W estminster Teacher, 
;,,ucd lJy t he J'reshvterian Board of P ubli cation and Sab· 
halh Scl;ool Work, '~hi ch 'nc,·er in serls medi cal adver t ising 
in our medium<: th e Oumberloncl Presbyterian Banner of 
.Ta~p<' r . Tenn.: aml. with perh a ps an occasional slip through 
inadn•r tPncc in admitting so me m il dly fraudul en t hut 
ha rml ess prop ri etari es , the Oong1·cga tionalist, the Presby· 
trrirw Standard anrl the Chr i linn GIWTdicLH ()Iethodist ). 
ThP P.rligicnt8 'l 'elescope of th e 'Cn ilecl Brethren Publishing 
lTo u ~P is llropp ing all th i>< cla&s of pat ronage. ' We do not 
rPvard all nwd ica l ad q• rti scments as harmful .' wri tes the 
r ll ito r . 'hu t iherc seems to be no safe way to attempt a dis­
iiudion.' Zion's H era ld, publi shed in Boston, has madp 
a ll i,tim·l ion "hich is admirable if rigidly adhered to. 
'Ordered: lhat after t his date the publishing agent of 
Zio11's llerald iB instru cted to decline all orders of ad,·e r· 
iisements of med icines that are composed in part of alco­
hol, opium, or other known harmful drugs ; of adYertise· 
ments that suggc~t eli C'ase or work on t he imagi nations of 
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f he readers for tbaL purpo e, and of ad 1·crti 5ement that 
make promises of impo iblc cure .' 

'·Unity (published in Chicago) 'does not know whether in 
f he mind of Collie1·'s it is a r eli gious journal or not,' but 
i 11 it s thirty year s of exi:;lence it has 'never wittingly y ield­
ed its columns to the pernicious advertiser, thoucrh it is not 
ignorant of the tempter and the force of the arg~rnent 'that 
good may come of it.' A study of the columns of U11ity 
indicates that it is indeed a religious journal all the wa,v 
th rough and that i t has no double standard-one set of 
ethi cs for the editorial part and another for the adverti ~­
ing. Indeed, a paper which announces conspicuously, ' \Vc 
nbsolutely guara11tce a ll advertisements herein,' is ob,·i­
ously concerned with ethi cs first and earnings afterward.'' 

TilE LU'.rHERAN PUBLICATIONS . 

" For the credit of the Lutheran Church the Rev. J . II . 
\\' iftc of Hannibal , J\Io., comes forward with a staLcment 
tl 1at all the publication s of the Missouri Synod arc frcr 
o f fraudulent medi cal matter, nami ng speci fica lly Dcr L1t­
lhcrane1·, Die Missionstaub e, Kindc1·-wul-Juge1ulblatt, 'l'hc 
Young Lutheran's Jlfagac ine. and the Lutheran ·witness. 
The L 1ttherische lCiTchcn.'?:e itung of Columbus, Ohio, ha s 
nHcr carri ed medi cal ad1·ertisements. ' \Ve are opposed 
lo the whole busines of pouring unknown drugs or flu ids 
of doubtful cha racter into people,' say the R ev. Mr. 
Len ki , the editor . 'and a rc u. ing our influence against it. 
:\[y church body would call me sharpl y to task if I took 
a different course.' It wou ld ha rdly do to assume that 
the Lutherans, a . a bod~· , a re of higher principle or clearer 
intelligence than oth er C'hu rch s, bu t certainly it " ·oulcl 
seem that they l1a.Ye t hP ability, r1b01·e most others, of 
1t1aking th eir publi C'n li on . rrprescnt the best qu ali ties of 
their r elig ion." 
.:\ I r . .Adams then gi1·cs a summarr of t.hc excuses offered b~· 

f he Yarious editors who. e journal s he took to task . l\fost of 
t hr~c '·cxcu•cs'' do not excuse. a few seem based on the old 
lhrory: "Xo case; abuse plaintiff's attorney.'' Kot a ll , ho,,·. 
e,·cr . try to CYacle t.he impeachm en t. ; one ed itor in particu lar 
aeknowled~in;T t he need of reform. 

"From paltering excuse and sh unling eYa ion, i t is good 
to tu rn to the 11·ord s of a reli giou .~ editor who puts prin­
c- iple aboYc profits. Xo writing of mine ca n sum up the 
c senti als of the situation as docs th is extract from a let­
ter of Frank \Villis Barnell , ditor and owner of the Ala­
IJrunn Bapt is t. publi shed in Birmingha m, a paper wh ich 
hn ~ bren full to rerking 11·ith frnl Hlulrnt merli C'a l :trlYrrfi o;­
ing. 

·· ·1 hope soon to ha1·c a clea n bill of health. From per­
sonal experience I know that the man who publishes a 
denominational weekl.v has a hard , uphill fi!:\'ht to mak<' 

I! ,, 
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both end s 111ect. T do not wan l lo po~e as heroic, bul a ti 
sure as you Jiye yo ur article make i t mighty tight on the 
ed itors of relig ious papers. It is ea~y to srry 'Detter that 
t hey \\'ent out of cx i .~ l cn ce . ' But when you , Or any other 
man , looks hi s bread and mcrrt in lh c frrce, and sees the 
pone grow small er and lhc cnt li ttler, it is an efl'ort to do 
right wh en one's stoma ch s ufrcrs. But , after all, if we be­
lieYe what " ·e preach a nd write, we must do lhe square 
thing om seh ·cs, o r how can we help others to win moral 
brrltl es? 1 am g lad l hat I li1·c in an age wh en men arc 
willing lo make sacrifice and when lh e press is under­
laki ng big r eform s aga in~t powerful in terest. It is no 
tim e in which l o whine.'" 
Summing up, Mr. Adams says, r eferring lo the editor's let­

te r gi ,-en above : 
"Reve rend gen llcmen of the relig ious press, you who 

publish papers of power and influence, backed safely by 
t he financial abi l ity of your church organi zations, whither 
! 'O U lead others will follow. If ::\f.r. Barnett, sole owner of 
hi s . truo-gling paper, with his " ·hole career staked on hi s 
venture, ca n beller a fford to cleanse himself of the ev il 
influences that have hith erto been the mainstay of his en­
tNprisc, can better a 1Tord to sec ·the pone grow smaller and 
the cut littler, ca n better afford to be an honorable Chri s­
linn from conr to co,·cr of his publi cation than to com­
promi se with th e devil of fJUfl ckcry, ca n you afford to do 
oth Pr\\·ise ?" 

The Reverse of t he S hield. 

( Prom 'I'il e Joumal Lt. M. Lt ., July g6, 1907.) 

From ti1n e to tim e we have called attention to the shameful 
1\'rty i11 which religious papers, as a class, sell their pages to t he 
exp loiters of nostrums of th e most f raudulent charactPr. 
Church papers come in closer touch with th eir subscr iber s than 
any other law publications. The influence wielded by such 
papers is immen e and the ir responsibi li ty correspond­
ingly great. It is a matter fo r congratulation, t here­
fore , to find that many of the higher class of church papers 
are slowly, but none the less surely, dropping th is class of ad­
vertising. We have previously published' the fact that the 
Clwistian Hemld and the Alabama Baptis t either do not car ry 
objectionable advertising or are getting rid of it as fast as 
contract s expire. We are glad to lea rn from the Ohio State 
Medical Journal that th e J,utherische Kirchenzei tung, pub­
lished at Columbus, Ohio, is one of the few religious jou rnals 
that carries not only no medical advertisements, but has never 
clone so. This r ecord is· so unusual that we quote the editor's 

1. Tm: J OUll>i.I L . F eb. 2. 1!")07. p . 4:>.) . 
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reply to a letter from the Ohio League for the Suppression of 
Fraudulent Advertising: 

I am happy to stai.c Lhat U1 c paper (J>nlhcrische K irch· 
cnzcitung) has ncYcr published a line of adverti sing for 
self-treatment, in fact of any medical r emedy. \Vc arc 
opposed to th e whole buHi ness of pouring unknown drugs 
or fluid s of doubtful character ini.o people and are usin rr 
our influence again t i t. 

:i\Iy church body "·onld ra ll me sharply to task if I look 
a eli t-rcrcnt course. 

I must thank you for sending me the rep rint of Coll·ie,-·s 
:uticles, of which I knew, bu t wh ich I had not myself 
read. I shall endeaYor to say someth ing in my editorial 
items concerning thi s bad medicine business. 

R. C. H. LENSKI, 
Editor Lttlherische Ki1'Chenzei tnng. 

As the Ohio Stale lJl edical J ottrn{ll says: "This t estimony 
does credit to one of the largest and most important church 
bodies in the United States." 

PRESBYTERIES TAKE ACTION. 

\Ve had occasion in a previous issue2 of THE JouRNAL to call 
attention to the case of the Cwnbedand Presbyterian and the 
correspondence that Dr. B. H. Blair, of Lebanon, Ohio, harl 
with its editor. As an aftermath it is interesting to note that 
lhe following r ecommendation by Dr. Blair was r ecently 
adopted by the l\fiami presbytery: 

Miami Presbytery, in r egu la r scs;, ion at Covingto n, Ohio, 
t his the third day of April , 1!)07, being convinced, by evi­
dence furni shed by those qualified to speak on the sub­
ject, that practicall y all medical advertisements appear­
ing in religious papers arc g rossly exaggerated, mi leading 
and fraudulent and can not consistently with the purpose. 
of such relig ious papers l.Jc carried by them, we therefor e 
wi h to r ecord our unqualifi ed condemnation of th e pra c­
ti ce of such pul.Jlication in thus transcending their prov­
ince and impa iring their influ ence by selling space for such 
dcccpti1·c and fraudulent acl1·crtisements, :md we recom­
mend and urge editors and publishers of a ll our publi ca­
tions to excl ude all snch arhertisements. ' Vc are confident 
that the excl usion of stH·h adl'erti ements is not only rx­
pedient but right. RuC'h action, we ar c convinced, will 
meet with the hear ty approval of all Christian readers 
'"ho are inform ed on thi s subject, and will increase t.h c 
influence for good and the respec t in which these publica­
tions arc held. \Ve recommend that thi s action be rc· 
('Ordccl in the minutes of ihic; Presbytery and tha t ropirs 
of it be sent fo r publication to the Herald a11d T' r('SU)f/N, 
the Interior, and the Cumbe1·Zand Pn:sbytcrian. 

2. TrrFl .Toun:< .\T, , f'rh . ~- 1!107, fl . 4~~ -
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Xo lctis encouraging is the unanimous adoption of a resolu· 
I 1011, almost identi cal with the one above, by the p resbytery 
of Lima , Oh io. After referring to the " immor talit ies a nd 
J ra udul cnt pract ices" i n th e ''patent-medicine" business "as 
eo nduded by the Proprietary Association of America," it goes 
on to say: 

\Vc declare it our purpotie to r efuse eJu.lorsewent to 
ch urch publications which refuse to comply with th is r e­
<[Uirement. That public announcement of th is our pur po' e 
ll1ay be m a de, a note of this action is directed to be in­
scribed in the m inutes of th is meeti ng by t he clerk , and 
copies of the same sent by him to the Heralcl coul Pres­
bvtcr, of Uincinnati, Ohio, and the I nterior of Chicago, fo r 
publication. 

PETITION THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

Hebolution s imilar iu import to the abo1·c were also adoptC'tl 
hy the presbyteries of ?.Iah on ing, Portsmouth, Steuben vill e 
:1JJd Uolulllbu~-all in th e sy nod of Oh io. W'hcn t he gen era l 
a>scmbly of the Presbyterian church m et recently, overtures 
11·e rc made a;,k i ng for an offic ial express ion of op inion on tl1 i ~ 
" ubjcct. The committee to which th is wa re ferred, wh ile cx­
prcs!:>ing its strong sympathy with the intent of the over t ure, 
ca ll ed attent ion t.o th e fact that the church has no contro l 
01·c r journals r epresenting themselves a s organs of t he Presby­
lnian church. 1\ s a malt.cr of fact, such papers a re not organs 
of t he cnureh nl a ll. bu t bimply pri vate enterpr ises conducted 
for ga in. This being so, lhc as;;embly had no jurisdiction and 
could merC'ly r ecommend that fraternal counci l be sent to the 
publishers a ski ng them t o exclude from thei r columns "all 
.tdn,d iscme nls of patent and p rop rietary medicines su s­
peeled of l:eing fraudulent.·• Jt 1ms not speci fied who is to do 
t he "suspP.C'ting.'' 

Whil e this ofhcinl acliou i,; not a ll that might be hoped, yrt 
lhat was due, not to th e com mittee, but to the system thaL 
pPrmi t~ pri1·atc concerns to control the se m i-official organs of 
t he ch urch. From a practical tanclpoint there can be no ques­
tion as to the outcome. TllC' church journals, of t he bette r 
class at leaot, seeing the handwri t ing on the wall, w ill rcfu e 
to r enew their contracts with th e " patent med icine" vendors. 

'J' hc clergy of the Presbyterian church arc awakened to t.hc 
questionaLlc character of the adYertisemcnt carried in the 
papers which they recommend to their people . There is no 
(lonbt t hnt i.hi~ awakening is due. in general, to the work oi 
I hC' Ohio r.l':l gt t<' for ti1 C' :'inpprrss ion of F raud ulent Adi'Cr t is­
ing, :tnd in part ieu lar to lhc energetic work of ils exccut i,-,, 
<·onnn it.lcc. Dr~. D. R S ih·e r. H. H. Blair, Jf. M. Lorimer, E. 
\\ ' . Mitchell and J. C. l\I. Floyd. 
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Noslrum Advertisements jn Fraternal Publications. 
( Fron~ Tho Jow·nol J . 11 . t . Xot' . . !.;, 1~01.) 

28!) 

\VhiJ e fh e offi('ial organs of fratfirnal organizali1•1h l1a1<' 

nuL been as lax in lhcir ;, 11p erl' i ~ ion of advertising mallcr ~'' 
hare the reli gious papers, man.r of them have been, and still 
nrc, open to se rious criticism. Dr . . T. \Y. Robinson, l\{aekay. 
Idaho, look occasion to call lhc attention of the editor of thr 

' .\fodern 1Voodmon (the offic ial organ of the }\fodern \VooclnH'll 
of i\mer ica) to the nature of ROine of lhe a<lrerlisemCIJts r·:tr · 
ricd in t hi s, the official. journal of the organization lo \l'hi('h 
he brlongs. 'Ih e ed it or, in a. courteon~ reply to Dr. Robinson, 
said, in part: 

It affords me pleasure to report lhat at the September 
session of the executir e counci l I recommended that the 
m a.nager of advertising be instrnc:tcd to make no new con­
tracts with a,dver tisers of "patent medicines,'' and that 
a ll existin g contracts be canceled. to take cfl'cet not later 
t h:m the iss ue for D ecember, 1007. The executive council 
unan imously adopted my ;·ccommenclation . After Decem ­
her, therefore, th ere will he no '·patent medicine" ad1·c r· 
li scments of any k ind inscrlrd in the oflicial paper. If at 
a ny t ime any adnrtiscment appears in tli<' ofl'icial paper 
which you kno11· to be ll fraurl. or in any way objection· 
able, I will esteem i t a f:wor if yo11 will notify m<' . 
This is one more example of what may be accomplished by 

t he subscriber to llny journal which carries objectionable acl­
Yer t isements, a nd it al so exempliues the fact that the major· 
ity of editors and bu . iness managers haYe an evident desire 
to place the editorial and adrertising departments on the sam:• 
ethical pbne. It emphasizes the fact that it li es largei,l' 
w ith in t he subscriber 's power to determine the class of advrr­
t ising he shall be obliged to read; this being so, it is plain 
to sec where the rcspon ~ ibility lie~. 

Another Fraternal Paper Omits Nostrum Advertisem ents. 

(From The Jot~mal A. !JI. A., Feb. 1 5, 1908.) 
The Modern TVoodman announces that, commencing with its 

January i~sue, all medical aclYcrtising will be excluded. It 
ays: 

" \Ye are ta,king thi s stn nd, nol because we hrlievc all 
medical adYerti er s arc 'fakes,' but because we find it 
impossible to s if t 'the wheat from the chaff.'., 
Although this means the loss each month of a considerable 

volume of adverti s ing, the Jllodent TVoodman declares, it is 
determined to have it s columns absolutely fr ee fr om any kind 
of ndvertis ing that in any way con Oi cts with the following 
;;unranter of the adnrtising manager: 
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"To rac lt w cmlwr of l he \ 1 J ern \ \'oodmcu of ) .. m eriL,l 
pos itively g ua rantee, " l1 ilc J aw Ddn r tising manager 

of this paper, that no achcrti ~cmf'nts w ill be allowed i" 
our columns unlcos 1 bel ieve th a t "".) rf' a<l <' r c·n 11 saft ·l.' 
do business wit h the advcrli ~c r. " 
The frank statement iba t i t is impossible i o discern be­

i ween safe a nd dangerous medical adver tisem en ts is a confes­
sion that m ight well be made by many a paper if it had su ffi ­
cient courage. 

Tl1e interest ing point about th is ac iion of the Modern 
TVoodman is t hat the adver tising m a nager feels that t he ste p 
is necessitated by his endeavor i o a sure to the readers a 
squa re deal f rom eYcry advert ise r. He r ealizes tha t it is un­
safe to count on any such th ing from t he average " paten t 
medicine" or m edi cal "specia lis t ." 

I n contrast to the above aclion is Lh c conduct of a noth er 
fraternal paper, known a s the R oyal N eighb o1·, wh ich is 
brought to ou r attention by a recent leiter. As our corre· 
sponden t states, the m ajority of the member s of thi s ord er 
are wom en, and m edical adver tisers seem to t hink th em eas? 
marks, if we may judge by some very fraudulen t advertise­
ments found in !.his pa per. 'N e would suggest t o th e m em · 
bers of t he order r epresented by t he R oyal N eighbo1· that th e ~· 
call the attent ion of the proper au thorit ies t o t he unneighbor­
liness of t his pa r tner ship with f raud car r ied on by t heir 
journal. 

Nostrum Advertising in Farm J ournals. 
(Editorially in T he Journal A . M . A., F eb. 15, 190 8.) 

.A n a r t icle ent it led "Medical Adver tising a nd Guara n lcps''­
stn.ted to be by n. "well-known adver t i ing man"-that is in 
cYery way as r emarkabl e as it i s gratify ing, a ppears in t he 
Janua ry issue of Ag1·icultm·al Advertising. Th e wri ter , who 
claims twcnty·fiYe year s' exper ience as an ach crtising man , 
fi rs t sketches ihe changes that have t a ken place in t he ad,•cr­
t ising col umns of the fa rm j ournals during !.he past five yea r s. 
pa rti cularly in r egard to medica l aclYcrti sing. He then indi · 
cates t he losses inevitably entailed i>y th e exclusio n of " pat ent­
medicine" adver tisement s. F ina lly, display ing a con iderable 
familia ri ty w ith th e conditions of publi c policy a nd of general 
ethics t hat r ender such exclusion desirabl e, he asks wha t 

, prom pts the publisher s to tu r n do11·n -yea r afte r year a sma ll 
fortune, a nd suggest s ihe following s ig nificant answer : "Per­
haps the fo resigh t of th ese publi shers is clea r enough t o make 
it appa r ent t hat dur ing the next quar te r of a century t hey wil l 
"" ~o strongly cn l r C'nCllNl i n lhe h ra rts of their rPn rl ers (hat 
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it llht>ir eirculalion] will more limn ofisef in profiL l11eir lu~.-; 
'lll medical adYcrti si11 g.' ' Tl1e agl'icultural papers whose co l 
t llJJ!lS arc to-clay "c:los.ed au,[ locked '' against thb lJOs Lrum 
adver t ising, according tu t hu writer, a rc th e lt'ann J on1'1Wl 
(which has fo r yean; rrfusccl a ll m r dical achcrli scm nts ) , the 
Ame1·ican AgTiculturis l , the Orc111 gc J 1tdd Fann er, and th e 
N cw England H omcs tcacl, which haYe t ogether turned down 
sin ce 19 0~ some $50,000 worlh of such business, and the Farm 
cmcl Home, wh ich has refn eel so me $60,000 worth during th e 
same period. That these papr rs, wh ich as a class ha ve per­
hap less to fear than mos t others from the toppage of 
wb cr ipLions through object ion on Lh e part of r eaders to any 
s peci fic class of aclYcrtising, and perhaps proportionately mor e 
lo lose a lso in a th erti sing r eturns, should lJe among the firs t 
I o s tand fo r clean adver ti sing, is of the greatest credit to Lhem. 
Hut Lo t hose wbo lmve Llt e iuLeresLs of this movement truly 
at heart th eir acl.ion is in the highest deg ree gratifying, not 
only as a significant example of the 'rriting on the wall, but 
eYen m ore because the class of people mainly reached by such 
journa ls, living, as t hey do, more isolated lives than commu­
nity \Yorkers, a r e more a pi to l>e mi sled by plausible menda­
ciuusness and specious suggestion, and, moreover , being depend­
ent for t heir suppli e largely on the mail or der system, Lhry 
t he more ea ily fall Yiciims to the Yu ltures of comm er ce. 

Nostrums a nd the German Medical Press. 

(F1·om T il e JounwL A. M. A., JuLy 25, 190 8.) 

T he 1ll iinchener m cdiz inische TV ochensch?-i{ t recently sta ted 
tha t it and cer tain other m edica l journals had r ejected the 
adverti sements of " leucrol," as t his remedy was a "secret 
p roprietary," a nd they preferred to exclude it f rom their ad ­
n rti s ing columns. The manufacturers objected to t his state­
men t and pointed with pride to their pub:ished formula . To 
this the Wochen sclwi(t r epli es, June 23: "It is t r ue that the 
firm publishes a formula for lcucrol, but nevertheless the 
remedy belongs in th e class of so-ca lled secret remedies. The 
principal effective ingred ient is sa id in the formu la to be: 
'E xtract. Juba har, the extract of a n East I ndian plant of the 
fam ily of R anunculacece much u sed medicinally by th e natives.' 
Zernik 's ana lysis of leucrol demonstrated the presence of 
cocoa, sugar a nd lemon j uice, and t he absence of any specially 
powerful ingredient. None of the authorit ies consulted had 
ever heard of the p lant, and no reference could be found t o it 
in t he trx t-hooks or s pl'c- ial ho(an ic litrratnre." 

• 
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The St. Louis Medical Society of City Hospital Alumni and 
Medical Advertising. 

( F t'U in 'J'h c Jou r nal A. M. A., Ma1·ch ZB, 190 8.) 

'l'J, e 11u es ti on of th <' c-h a rac-te r of advr r t ising in medical jour­
na ls has been broug ht to th e fore by th e Medi ca l Society of 
C' ily Hospital Alumni in St . Loui s. 

"\. papr r was read before that society l<'ebruary 6 and th e 
a uLh or declin ed to hand it over to the journal that prints i! ~ 

s1· irn! i fi e proceedings for t he reason th a t th e ad l'erti ing c·o l­
tltnns of t hat publication contained noti ces of more than 
twcnty·pTeparations not found in the li st of remedies t enta­
ti vely approved by the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry. 
In a letter to th e president of th e society, Dr. William E. 
Sauer , th e a uthor of th e paper in question, Dr. George Homan , 
says : 

Presuma bly t heir omi ~s i on from t hat Jist signifi es a la c-k 
of pha rm aceuti c merit or therapeutic valu e as judged and 
decided by th e onl y competent court offi cially constituted 
by tho organi zed pro fcs~ i on for that purpose. This body 
has builL a highwa:v and s!'t clear lights burning across 
wha t a few years ago was a quagm ire in whi ch the pro· 
fcssion helpl essly floundcn•cf, a nd for such light and deli1·· 
C'rancc eYcry cons i ~lc n t member of t he America n Medical 
Associat,on owes th anks and loyal support in furth er 
works to th e same end. 

This obser vation is pertinent for the r eason 1.hat th e 
publisher of the journal in question is a. phy ician in pre· 
snm ed good standing in .his local society, and by that fact 
pl edged professionally not only to advance th e just efforts 
and aim s of the body mentioned. but to r efrain from act s 
calculated to discredit such work or to encourage among 
physicians a ny departure from the t es t s and standards dc­
<: lared by the Council and apprm·ed by t he Association. 
T his is a matter that t ouches the honesty and good faith 
of the profession, for with out clea n hands and clean skirts 
l10w can th e local societi es, t he state associations, and i.h e 
na tional bod:v wi th good grace wage war on praeti ca 11.1· 
the same sort of adverti sing in the non-medical press? 

The stntu of medical men holding membership in tlw 
. \.m cri can Medical Association, who are publi shers of su ch 
journal an d r es ponsible in a business sen e therefor, i ti 
different from tha t of all other classes of ·publishers, being 
t hereby amenable to di scipline, and their good profes­
sional sta.nding is bound to be sharply chall enged because 
of the dual r Ole assumed, and by rea on of an a tLitudc 
that does not . quare in moral s with the purpose of the 
profession as r epca teuly and offi ciall.r declared. In su ch 
cases t he diYiding lin e between the claim of th e eountinl" 
room and t ha t of th e consulta ti on room must be extremeh· 
difficult !.o locate, for all hum an experi ence shows that n.o 
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man can serve two master whose interests Ee at oppoo itc> 
points of the compass. 

The underly ing moral questi on is a weighty one 
to the profession and ;11ay become a burning issue . a nd 
while th e society of wh ich you are the head has no oli-icial 
relation to the Ameri can Medical Association , still a great 
m?- ny oi its members belong to the organization whi ch does 
stand locally for t hat body, a nd it can hardly be thought 
that the ethical standard of one would be lower than that 
of the other ; a nd, consequently, no un cer tain so und should 
be giYen forth as the ultimate demand for accounti ng and 
quittance on t hose who transgress may yet be ,·oiced as 
of old: Choose :-e thi day, therefore, whom ye will serl'e, 
God or Mammon ! 
The matter was referred for consideration to a committee, 

whi ch reported on March 5 that in view of th e existing en· 
gagement between the ociety anu the ,iou rnal the obl igati on 
to deliver to th e latter copy of i ts cient ific work coul d not be 
repudiated un t il next December ; this repor t was accepted, but 
not until a unani mous expression of opinion was made, by all 
wh o spoke, in cond emnat ion of the character of the adver tising 
ment ioned, and of the obl igation r esting on the profession to 
clran hou se in this respect. 

It is likely that this matter will shortl y be pressed on the 
attention of the organ ized profession of l\Iissouri in a nother 
form. 
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